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PAUL ORCHARD, 


O F 
Stoke- Abbey, in Devonſhire, Eſq; 


Dear SIR, 
S your honoured father was pleaſed to make 
choice of me to anſwer in your name at the 
font, and to exerciſe a ſort of guardianſhip over 
your ſpiritual intereſts ; permit me, by putting theſe 
little treatiſes into your hand, to fulfil ſome part of 
that ſolemn 2 


Gratitude for many fſigrtal favours, and a conſci- 
entious regard to my ſacred engagement, have long 
ago inſpired my breaſt with the warmeſt wiſhes, 


both for your true dignity, and real happineſs. Nor 


can I think of a more endearing, or a more effec- 
tual way, of advancing either the one or the other, 
than to ſet before you a ſketch of your excellent fa- 
ther's charatter.—llluſtrious examples are the moſt 
winning incitements to virtue: and none can come 
attended with ſuch particular recommendations to 
YOU, Sir, as the pattern of that worthy perſon, 


from whom you derive your very being. 


A moſt cordial and reverential eſteem for the 
divine word, was one of his remarkable qualities, 
Thoſe oracles of heaven were his principal delight, 
and his inſeparable companions. Tour gardens, 


A 2 Four 
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your folitary walks, and the hedges of your fields, 


can witneſs “, with what an unwearied aſſiduity he 


exerciſed himſelf in the law of the LoRD. From 
hence he fetched his maxims of wiſdom, and form- 
cd his judgment of things. The facred precepts 
were the model of his temper, and the guide of 
his life; while the precious promiſes were the joy of 
his heart, and his portion for ever, A 


Improving company was another of his moſt re- 
liſhiog pleaſures. Few gentlemen were better fur- 


niſhed, either with richneſs of fancy, or copioul- 


neſs of expreſſion, to bear a ſhining part in conver- 
ſation. With theſe talents, he always endeavoured 
to give ſome u/eful, generally ſome Teligious, turn 


to the diſcourſe. Nor did he ever reflect, with 


greater complacency, on his ſocial hours, than 
when they tended to glorify the eternal Majefty ; 
and to awaken; in himſelf and others, a more le- 
ly lpirie of devotion. | | 


To project for che 8000 of others, was his fee 


quent fudy ; and to carry thoſe benevolent contri- 
vances iato xecution, his favourite employ. When 


viſited by the young perſons of the neighbourhood, 
far from taking an ungraceful pride to initiate them 
in debauchery, or confirm them in a riotous habit; 
it was his inceſſant aim, by finely-adapted perſua- - 
ſives, to encourage them in induſiry, and eſtabliſh 
them in a courſe of ſobriety; to guard them againſt 


the alivrements of vice, and animate them with the 


principles of piety. A noble kind of hoſpitality 
this! which will probably tranſmit its beneficial in- 


- fluence to their earthly poſſeſſions, to their future 


families, and even to their everlaſting ſtate. 


4 conviction of human indigence, and a tho- 


* Joſh. xxiv. Selb 
| wengh 
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rough perſuaſion of the divine all- ſufficiency, ir- 
duced him to be frequent in prayer. To proſtrate 
himſelf in profound adoration, before that infinite- 
ly exalted Being, who dwells in light inacceffible, 
was his glory to implore the continuance of the 
almighty favour, and the increaſe of all Chriſtian 
graces, was his gain. In thoſe moments, no doubt, 
he remembered you, Sir, with a particular earneſt- 
neſs; and lodged many an ardent petition in the 
court of Heaven, for his infant-ſon. Ceaſe not to 
ſecond them with your own devout ſupplications, | 
that they may deſcend upon your head, in the 
*  fulneſs of the bleiogs of the goſpel of peace.” 


To give their genuine luſtre to all his other en- 


dowineats, he was careful to maintain an humble 


mind. Though his friends might. admire his ſupe- 
rior abilities, or his acquaintance applaud his ex- 
emplary behaviour, he ſaw how far he fel! ſbort of 
the mark of his high calling; ſaw, and lamented _ 
his defects; ſaw, and renounced himſelf; relying, 
for final acceptance, and endleſs felicity, on a bet-" 


ter righteouſneſs than his own; even on the tran- 


ſcendently perfect righteouſneſs, and inconceivably 


precious death of Jesus the Redeemer. This was 


the rock of his hope, and the "ru 's crown of his 


rejoicing. 


Theſe, Sir, are ſome of the diſtinguiſhing cha- 
racteriſtics of your deceaſed parent. As you had 
the misfortune to loſe fo valuable a relative, before 
you was capable of forming any acquaintance with 


his perſon ; I flatter myſelf, you will the more at- 


tentively obſerve his picture; this his moral picture :. 


deſigned, not to be ſet in gold, or ſparkle: in ena- 


mel, but to breathe in your ſpirit, and to live in all 
your condut.—Which, though it be entirely your 


own, calculated purely for yourlelf, may poſſibly 


Abke 
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i DEDICATION. 
(like the family-picces in your parlour, that glance 
an eve upon as many as enter the room) make 
ſome pleaſing and w/efu! impreſſion on every behold- 
er. May every one, charmed with the beautiful 


image, catch its reſemblance ; and each, in his re- 
ſpective ſphere, go and do likewiſe !” 


But you, Sir, are peculiarly concerned to copy 
the amiable original. As the order of an indulgent 
providence has made you heir of the affluent cir- 


cumſlances, let not a gay and thoughtleſs inadver- 
tence cut you off from the richer inheritance of 
theſe noble qualifications. —Theſe will be your ſe- 


curity amidſt all the glittering dangers, which are 
infeparable from blooming years, and an elevated 


fituation in life. Theſe are your path, your ſure 
and only path, to true greatneſs, and ſolid happi- 


neſs. Tread in theſe ſteps, and you cannot fail to 
be the darling of your friends, and the favourite of 
Heaven. Tread in theſe ſteps, and you will give 
inexpreſſible joy to one of the beſt of mothers ; you 
will become an extenſive bleſſing to your fellow- 
creatures; and which, after ſuch moſt engagin 


motives, is ſcarce worthy to be mentioned, you wil 


be the delight, the honour, and the boaſt of, 
; : Dear Sir, 
Your very affeftionate godfather, 
| ed moſt faith} ul Fa Ip wait 


Weſton-Favell, near 
Northampton, 


July 14. 1747. 


JAMES-HERVEY. 
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27 have already exerciſed our ſpeculations on the 
fombs and flowers; ſurveying nature, covered 
with the deepeſt horrors, and arrayed in the richeſt 
beauties, Allegory taught many of the objects to 
ſpeak the language F virtue, while Imagination lent 
her colouring to give the leſſons an engaging air.— And 
this, with a view of mating that divine Inſtructor, 
who commiſſioned the lily *. in her ſiluer ſuit, to re- 
monſtrate in the ear of unbelieving reaſon ; who ſent 
his diſciples ( men ordained to teach the univerſe) t 
learn maxims of the laſt importance from the moſt in- 
ſignificant birds * that wander through the paths of 
the air; from the very meaneſt herbs * that are 


fee over the ny 0 the + ground. 
E mboldened 


* * * Matth. vi. 26. 28. 29. 30. | 

+ Celebrated writers, as Demefthenes and Cicero, 
Thucydides and Livy, are obſerved to have a ſtyle peculiar 
ty themſelves.— Now, whoever confiders the diſcourſes. 
of Chrif, will find him diſtinguiſhing himſelf by a ſtyle, 
which may properly be called HIS OWN. Majettic,. 
yet familiar; happily uniting dignity with condeſcenſion; 
it conſiſts, in teaching his followers the /ub/imeft truths, 
by RA ye on the moſt common occurrences ; whic 


es its being level to the loweſt apprehenſions, a 
| admirably 
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Emboldened by the kind acceptance of the preceding 
ſtetehes, I beg leave to confide in the ſame benevolence 
of taſte, for the protection and ſupport of the two re- 
maining eſſays ; which exhibit a praſpect of ſtill life, 
and grand operation: which moralize on the moſt com- 
poſed, and moſt magnificent appearances of things,— 
In which, fancy is again ſuffered to introduce her i- 
magery, but only as the handmaid of Truth, in order 
fo dreſs her perſon, and diſplay her charms ; to en- 

gage the attention, and win the love, even of the 
gay, and of the faſhionable. Which is more likely to 
be effected, by forming agreeable pictures of nature, 
and deriving inſtructive obſervations, than by the la- 
borious method of long-deduced arguments, or cloſe- 


admirably adapted to ſteal into the moſt inattentive heart, 
is accompanied with this very ſingular advantage, that 
it turns even the /phere of buſine/s into a ſchool of in- 
ftruftion; and renders the moſt ordinary objects a ſet of 
monitors, ever ſoliciting our regard; becauſe ever pre- 
- ſent to our ſenſes. —So that, I believe, it may be ſaid 
of this amiable method in which our Logp convered, as 
well as of that powerful energy which attended his doc- 
trines, That never man /pake like this nan. The harveſt 
approaching, he reminds his diſciples of a far more im- 
portant harveſt, John iv. 35. Matth. xiii. 39. when im- 
mortal beings ſhall be reaped from the grave, and gat her- 
d in from all the quarters of the earth; when every hu- 
man creature ſhall ſuſtain the character of valuable 
<wheat, or deſpicable tares; and accordingly be lodged 
in manſions of everlaſting ſecurity, — * over to 
the rage of unquenchable fire.— In his charge to Her- 
men, when they are commencing preachers, Matth. iv. 
19. he exherts them, conformably to the nature of their 
late occupation, to uſe the ſame afiduiry and adare/5 in 
winning ſouls, as they were wont to exerciſe in catching 
the finny prey.— For the farther illuſtration of this no 
leſs uſeful, than curious ſubject, I would refer my read- 
er to a valuable note, in Sir 1/aac Newton's Obſervations 


on the prophecies, p. 148. 4to edition. 
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cennected reaſonings, —Th: contemplation of the. hea- 
ven and theearth, of their admirable properties and 
beneficial changes, has always afforded the moſt exalt- 
ed gratification to the human mind. In compliance 
with this prevailing taſte, I have drawn my. ſerious 
admonitions from the ſtupendous theatre, and varie- 
gated ſcenery of the univerſe : that the reader may 
learn his duty from his very pleaſures ;—may gather 
wiſdom, mingled with virtue, from the moſt refined 
entertainments, and nob/et delights. 4 
' The evening, drawing her fables over the world, 
and gently darkening into Night, is a ſeaſon pecu- 
liarly proper for ſedate conſideration. All circum- 
' flances concur to huſh our paſſions, and forth our 
cares ; to tempt our ſteps abroad, and prompt our 
thoughts to ſerious reflection. 3s 


- 


| Then is the time, 2 

; For thoſe whom wiſdom, and whom nature charm, 

To ſteal themſelves from the degen'rate Eroud, 
And ſoar above this little ſcene of things; | 
To tread low-thoughted*vice beneath their feet; 
To ſooth the throbbing paſſions into peace; 
And woo lone quiet in her ſilent walks. 

The favour I would ſolicit for the firſt of the fol- 

lowing compoſitions, is, That it may be permitted ts 

allt in ſuch retired and contemplative excurſions ; 


- 


to attend, if not under the character of a friend: 
at leaft, in the humble capacity of a ſervant, or a 
page : —as a ſervant, to open the door of meditation, 
and remove every tmpediment to thoſe beſt exerciſes of 
the mind; which blend advantage with. amuſement, 
and improve while they delight :—as a page, to gather 
up the unſtable flutuating train of fancy; and col. 
left her fickle powers into a conſiſtent, regular, and 
uſeful habit of thinking. | 


| „ Thomſ. Autan, 1. 973. laſt edit. 12mo, 
fed Vol. II. ke 


* E 
The other, converſant among the ſtarry regions, 
would lead the imagination through thoſe beautiful 
tratts of unclouded azure ; and point out to the judg- 
ment ſome of thoſe admoniſhing particulars, which ſo 
. eminently fignalize the celeflial worlds. A proſpett 
his, to which curioſity attracts our eyes, and 10 
which ſcripture itſelf often directs our fludy : a pro- 
ſpett beyond all others moſt excellently calculated to 
enlarge the ſoul, and ennoble its conceptions ;—to give 
the grandeſt apprehenſions of the everlaſting Gop, 
and create ſentiments of becoming ſuperiority, with 
relation to all tranſitory intereſts ;—in a word, to 
Jurniſb faith with the ſureſi foundation for a ſteady 
 affiance, and true magnanimity of ſpirit ; to afford 
pietg the fironge/t motives, both fur a lively grati- 
tude, and profound venoration. | | 
While Galilæo lifts his tube, and diſcovers the pro- 
digious magnitude of thoſe radiant orbs j—while 
Newton meaſures their amazing diſtances, and unites 
the whole ſyſtem in harmonious order, by the ſubtile 
influences of attrattion ;—T-would only, like the herald 
before that illuſtrious Hebrew *, proclaim, at every 
turn, Bow the knee, and adore the almighty Ma- 
*« ker; magnify his eternal name, and make his 
* praiſe, like all his works, to be glorious.” 


Gen. xli. 43. ae + — 
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#4 Night ig fair Virtue's immemerial friend; 

a- The conſcious Moon, through ev'ry ant age, 
jis Has held a lamp to Wiſdom, 
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A Delightful evening-walk ; the unmolefted enjay- 
ment of ſuch pleaſure, owing to our late victory 
over the rebels, 15, &c. to 18 —The ſetting ſun, 18— 
Twilight; its uſefulneſs ; ſerious conſideration, 20— 
The Bs coolneſs ; its beneficial influence on. nature ; 
returns of ſolitude equally uſeful to man, 22— Angels. 
our ſpeFators ; GoD ever preſent ; comfortable im- 
provement of this truth, 24—The day ended; the © 

fwiftneſs, the ſhortneſs of time; the work to be done = 

while it laſts ; to ſquander it away, the moſt deflruc- 
tive extravagance, 26—T he profound ſilence, 30— 
Uriverſal ceſſation of buſineſs, 33—The variations of 
nature, pleaſing and advantageous, 35—Darkneſs ; 
the obliging manner of its taking place; wild beaſts of 
the deſert, and ſavages in buman ſhape, make uſe of 
this opportunity, 37—Darkneſs renders the leaſt © 
part viſible ;, yet fleals from our fight all the lovely 
diſtinFtions of things, 40— Sleep; its cheering nature; 
the gift of heaven; fine preparatives for its ap- 
proach; the kindneſs of Providence in guarding our 

ſtrembers, 43—Dreams ; their unaccountable oddneſs ; 

many people's waking thoughts no leſs chimerical, a 
A very ſingular, and very happy circumſtance, at- 
tending fleep and dreams, 49—Ghofts ; our unreaſon- 
able timorouſneſs on this occaſion ; the true objett of 
fear ; the reality and deſign of apparitions, deduftedt 
5 B 3 | from: 


xiv The CONTENTS. 
rom a faſſage in 
Lebte ; unholy 
#he delights of heaven, 57-0. ſcreaming, ſup- 
poſed to be a token of death; the many real preſa- 
- pes of this great change; due preparation pointed out, 
end preſſed, 59—The nightingale ; her charming ſong ; 
entertains the lovers of retirement; how to have a 
fweeter melody in our ewn breafts, 61—The very 
different circumflances of mankind, particularly of 
the gay, and the afflifted ; addreſs to the devotees of 
mirth and ſenſuality, G3 -The glow-worm, and ignis 
fatwus ; the pleaſures of the world, and powers of 
wnenhightened reaſon, 66—A comet ; imagined to be 
the forerunner of judgments ; licentiouſneſs abounding 
in a nation, a mach more fermidable omen; the di/- 
Temper among the cattle, 68—Nerthern lights; the 
panic they occaſion; the general conflagration, 71— 
The mon rifing, brightens as ſbe advances ; ſuch 
ſhould be our marul conauct, 73 Moon opens a ma- 
Jeftic ſcene; how worthy our admiration, 7 5—Moon, 
a moſt ſervicable appendage to our globe, 76— Moon 
bine with derivative light ; Chriſtians receive their 
all from their Saviour, 77— Moon always varying; 


=- the #hings of this world liable to perpetual vicifitudes ; 


our own righteouſneſs unequal and imperfect, our Re- 
Feemer's complete, and always the ſame, 79— Moan 

under an eclipſe ; gazed at by multitudes ;, the faults . 
of eminent perſons ſeldom eſcape obſervation, 84 
Noon reflected by the ocean; the virtues of perſons in 
diftinguiſhed flation, influential on others, 8 5—Moon 
aFwates the fea; the tverlaſiing joys of heaven at- 
tract and refine the affections, 86—Prayer a reaſon- 
able ſervice; praiſe a delightful duty ; with devout 
recollectiems proper for the night, 8. | 
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XH E buſineſs of the day diſpatched, and 
N che ſultry heats abated, invited me to the 
recreation of a walk, a walk in one of 
* the fineſt receſſes of che country, and in 
one of the moſt pleaſant evenings which the ſum⸗ 
mer · ſeaſon produced. * | 
The limes and elms, uniting their branche over 
my head, formed a v „ N canopy, and caſt a moſt 
refreſhing ſhade. der wy feet lay a carpet of 
nature's velvet ; graſs intermingled with moſs, and - 
embroidered with flowers. Jeſſamines, in conjunc- 
tion with woodbines, twined around the trees; diſ- 
pars, their artelſs beauties io the eye, and diffu- 
their delicicus ſweets through the air. On ei- 
* fide, the boughs, rounded into a ſet of regular 
arches, opened a view into the diffan? fields, and 
reſented me with a proſpect of the bending ſhies, 
Tue l little birds, all joyous and grateful for the fa- 
vours of the light, were paying their acknowlegdg-, . 
ments in a tribute of harman 5 and E h 
ſelves. to reſt with ſongs. bile a French horn, 
from a neighbouring ſcat, ſen its melodious accents, 
34535 ſoftened 
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ſoftened by the length of their paſſage, to complete 
the concert of the grove. | 
Roving in this agreeable manner, my thoughts 


were exerciſed on a ſubject ſtill more agreeable than 
the ſeaſon, or the ſcene. I mean, our late fignal vic- 


fory over the united forces of inteſtine treaſon, 
and foreign invaſion; a victory which pours joy 
through the preſent age, and will tranſmit its in- 
fluence to generations yet unborn.— Are not all 
the bleſſings, which can endear ſociety, or ren- 
der life itſelf deſirable, centered in our preſent 
happy conſtitution, and auſpicious government ? 
Were they not all ſtruck at, by that impious 
and horrid blow, meditated at Reme, levelled by 
France, and ſeconded by factious ſpirits at home? 
Wo then can be ſufficiently thankful for the gra- 
cious interpoſition of Providence, which has not 
only averted the impending ruin, but turned it, with 
aggravated confuſion, on the authors of our trou- 
bles ? | | 8 

Methinks, every thing valzable, which I poſ- 
ſcs; every thing charming, which I behold; con- 
ſpire to enhance 'this ever-memorable event, To 
this it is owing, that IT can ramble unmoleſted along 
the vale of private life, and taſte” all the innocent 


W . ſatisfactions of a contemplative retirement,—Had 
| Rebellion “ ſucceeded in her deteſtable deſigns ; in- 


ſtead of walking with ſecurity and complacence in 
theſe flowery paths, I might have met the aſſaſſin 
with his dagger ; or have been obliged to abandon 


my habitation, and © embrace the rock for a ſhel- 


1 ter.” —Farewell then, ye fragrant ſhades ; feats of 
meditation, and calm repoſe! I ſhould have been 


|  ®. Referring to the rebellion, ſet on foot in the year 
'  1745,—which, for ſeveral months, made a very alarm- 
ing progreſs in the North, —but was happily extinguiſh- 
ed by the glorious and deciſive victory at Ca/loden. © © 
contra EEE driven 
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driven from your loved retreats, to make way for 
ſome barbarous, ſome inſulting viftor, Farewell 
then, ye pleaſing toils, and wholeſome amuſements 
of my rural hours !. I ſhould no more have reared 
the tender flower to the ſun; no more have taught 
the eſpalier to expand her boughs; nor have fetch- 
ed, any longer, from my kitchen- garden, the pu- 
reſt ſupplies of health, a 

Had Rebellion ſucceeded in her deteſtable deſigns, 
inſtead of being regaled with the mu/ic of the woods,. 
I might have been alarmed with the ſound of the 
trumpet, and all the thunder of war, Inſtead of 
being. entertained with this beautiful landſcape, I; 
might have beheld our houſes ranſacked, and our 
villages plundered; I might have beheld- our fenced 
cities encompaſſed with armies, and our fruitful: 
felds ** clothed, with deſolation; or have been 
ſhocked with the more frightful image of gar - 
'* ments rolled in blood,” and of a ruffian's blade 


. recking from a brother's heart. Inſtead of Peace, 


with der cheering olives, ſheltering our abades; 
inſtend of Juſtice, with, her impartial fcale, ſecu · 
ring our goods: Penſecution had brandiſhed her 
fword, and Aavery elanked her chains. 
Nor are theſe miſeries imaginary only, or the 
creatures of a groundleſs panic. There are, in a 
neighbouring kingdom, who very lately experienced 
them in all their rigour . And, if the malignant 
ſpirit of Popery had forced itſelf into our church; 
if an abjured Pretender had cut his way to our 
throne; we could have no reaſon to expect a miti- 
gation of their ſeverity, on our behalf. —But, ſup+ 


*' See a pamphlet, entitled, Popery always the ſame; 
Which contains a narrative of the per/ecations, and fe- 
vere hardſhips, lately ſuffered by the Protefants in the 
ſouthern parts of France; and cloſes with a moſt ſeaſon- 
able, alarming, and ſpirited addreſs to the inhabitants of 
Great Britain. Printed 1746. 18 
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poſing the tender' mercies of a bigotted ufurper to 
have been ſomewhat leſs cruel ; where, alas! would. 
have been the encouragement to cultivate our lit- 
tle portion; or what pleaſure could ariſe from an 
improved ſpot ; if both the one and the other lay, 
every moment, at the mercy of /awle/s power? 
This imbittering circumſtance would ſpoil their re- 
liſh ; and by rendering them a precarious, would 
render them a Joyleſs, acquiſition. In vain might the 
vine ſpread her purple cluſters, in vain be laviſh of 
her generous juices; if Tyranny, like a ravenous 
harpy, ſhould 'be always hovering, over- the bowl, 
and ready to ſnatch it from the lip of Induftry, or 
wreſt it from the hand of Liberty. 

Liberty, that deareſt of names; and property, 
that beſt of charters"; give an additional, an inex- 
preflible charm, to every delighful object See how 
the declining ſun has beautified the wefern clouds ; 
has arrayed them in crimſon, and ſkirted them with 
gold. Such a refinement of our domeſtic bliſs is 
property 3 ſuch an improvement of our public pri- 
be aj is liberty,—When the lamp of day ſhall en- 

— his beams, there will ſtill remain 
he 1 collection of floating vapours; but O! 
how changed, how gloomy! The carnation-ſtreaxs 
are faded; the golden edges are wore away; and 
all the lovely tinges are loſt, in a leaden· coloured 
louring ſadneſs. Such would. be the aſpect of all 
theſe ſcenes of beauty, and all theſe abodes of plea · 
ſure, if expoſed continually to the caprice of arbi- 
trary ſway, or held 1 in a ſtate of r and cringing 
dependence. 

The ſun has almoſt Gniſhed bis daily race, and 
haſtens to the goal. He deſcends lower and lower, 
till his chariot-wheels ſeem to hover on the utmoſt 
verge of the ſky. What is ſomewhat remarkable, 
the orb of light, upon the point of ſetting, grows 
confiderably 6rgader. The * of objects, of 
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before they become blended in undiſtinguiſhable 


darkneſs, are exceedingly lengthened *. —Like bleſ- 
ſings, little prized, while poſſeſſed,; but highly e- 


ſteemed, the very inſtant they are preparing for 
their flight; bitterly regretted when once they are 
gone, and to be ſeen no more. 


The radiant globe is now half immerſed beneath 


the duſky earth; or, as the ancient poets ſpeak, is 
ſhooting into the ocean, and finks in the weſtern 
ſea.— And could I view the /ea at this juncture, it 


would yield a moſt amuſing and curious ſpectacle. 
The rays, ſtriking horizontally on the liquid ele- 
ment, give it the appearance of floating glaſs; or, re- 


flected in many a different direction, form a beautiful 
multiplicity of colours. — A ſtranger, as he walks 
along the ſandy beach, and, loſt in penſive atten- 
tion, liſtens to the murmurings of the reſtleſs flood, 
is 8 alarmed by the gay decorations of the 


ſurface. With entertainment, and with wonder, 


he ſees the curling waves, here gliſtering with white, 
there glowing with purple; in one place wearing 


an azure tincture, in another, glancing a caſt of un- 
dulating green; in the whole, exhibiting a piece of 


fNuid ſcenery, that may vie with yonder penſile tape- 
fries, though wrought in the loom, and tinged 
with the dyes of heaven. 


While I am tranſported by fancy to the ſhores of 


the ocean, the great luminary is ſunk beneath the 
horizon, and totally diſappears. The whole face 

of the ground is overſpread with ſhades; or, with 
what one of the fineſt painters of nature calls, a dun 
obſcurity. Only a few very ſuperior eminences are 
. tipt with ſtreaming filver. The tops of groves and 
| lofty towers, catch the /aft ſmiles of day ; are till 


a irradiated 


2 Majoreſque cadunt altis de montibus umbræ. Vug. 
+ See this remarkable appearance delicately deſcribed, 


and wrovght into a compariſon, which, ia my opinion, 
** 0 25 5 18 


— 


ho langui 


24 
* 


20 CONTEMPLATIONS 
| irradiated by the departing beams. — But, O! how 


tranſient is the diſtinftion! how momentary the 


Pink Like all the bleffings which mortals enjoy 


low, it is 2 almoſt as ſoon as granted. See! 

ingly it trembles on the leafy ſpire; 
and glimmers, with a dying faintneſs, on the moun- 
tain's brow, The little vivacity that remains, de- 
cays every moment. It can no longer hold its ſta- 


tion. While I ſpeak, it expires, and reſigns the 


world to the gradual approaches of night. 


i twilight grey 5 
Has in her ſober liv'ry all things clad *, 


Every object, a little while ago, glared with 
light; but now all appears under a more qualified 
luſtre. The animals harmonize with the inſenſible 
creation; and what was gay in thoſe, as well as 


: 899 in this, gives place to an univerſal gravity. 


In the meadows, all was jocund and ſportive; but 
now the gameſome lambs are grown weary of their 
frolics, and the tired ſhepherd has impoſed filence 
on his pipe. In the branches, all was ſprightlineſs 
and ſong : but now the lively green is wrapt in 
the deſcending glooms; and no tuneful- airs are 
heard, only the plaintive ſtock- dove cooing mourn- 


fully through the grove. —Should I now be vain and 


trifling, the heavens and the earth would rebuke 


my unſeaſonable levity. Therefore be theſe mo- 


ments devoted to thoughts, ſedate as the cloſing 
day, ſolemn as the face of things. And, indeed, 
however my ſocial hours are enlivened with inno- 
cent pleaſantry, let every evening, in her ſable ha- 
bit, toll the bell to ſerious conſideration. , Nothing 


4 — 


is one of the moſt juſt, beautiful, and noble pieces of 
. Imagery, to be found in modern poetry: Night-Thopghts, 


N II. p. 42. 4to edit. 5 
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- can be more proper, for a perſon who walks on the 
borders of eternity, and is haſting continually to 
his final audit; -nothing more proper, than daily 
to ſlip away from the circle of amuſements, and 
frequently to relinquiſh the hurry of buſineſs, in 
order to conſider and adjuſt ** the things that be- 
* long to his peace.” b 


Since the ſun is departed, from whence can it 
proceed, that I am not involved in pitchy darkneſs ? 
Whence theſe remainders of diminiſbed brightneſs ? 
which, though ſcarcely forming a refulgence, ſoften 
and ſooth the horrors of pight. I ſee not the 
ſhining ruler, yet am cheered with a real, though 
faint communication of his ſplendor, Does he re- 
member us, in his progreſs through other climes; 
does he ſend a detachment of his rays to eſcort us, Ml 
during his perſonal abſence; or to cover (if I may | 
uſe the military term) our retreat from the ſcene of | 
action? Has he bequeathed us a dividend of his 
beams, ſufficient to render our circumſtances eaſy, ©. 

aad our fituation agreeable ? till ſleep pours its ſoft 
oppreſſion on the organs of ſenſe ; till ſleep ſuſpends. 
all tke operations of our hands, and entirely ſu- 
perſedes any farther occafion for the light, . 

No: it is ill judged and unreaſonable, to aſcribe 
this beneficent conduct to the ſun. Not unto him, 
not unto him; but unto his Amighty Maker, we 
are obliged, for this pleaſant attendant, this valu- 
able legacy. The gracious Author of our being 
has ſo diſpoſed the collection of eircumambient air, 
as to make it productive of this fine and wonderful 

effect. The ſun beams, falling on the higher paris 
| of the aereal fluid, inſtead of paſſing on in ſtrait 


lines, are bent inwards, and conducted to our fight. 
Their natural courſe is over-ruled, and they are 
bidden ro wheel about, on purpoſe to favour us 
with a welcome and ſalutary viſit.— By which means, 
Vol. II. hs 25 N 
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the blefling of light, and the ſeaſon of buſineſs, are 
conſiderably prolonged ; and, what is a very en- 
dearing circumſtance, prolonged moſt conſiderably ; 
when the vehement heats of ſummer incline the 
ftudent to poſtpone his walk, till the temperate e- 
vening prevails ; when the important labours of the 
harveſt call the hu/bandman abroad, before the day 
is fully riſen. 6 — 


After all the ardors of the ſultry day, how revi- 
ving is this coolne/s !/—This gives new verdure to the 
fading plauts, new vivacity to the withering flow- 
ers, and a more exquiſite fragrance to their min- 
gled ſcents.— By this, the air alſo receives a new 
force, and is qualified to exert itſelf with greater 
activity: qualified to brace our limbs; to heave 
our lungs ; and co-operate, with a brifker impulſe, 
in. ꝓerpetuatiog the circulation of our blood. —This 
T might call the grand alembic of nature; which 
diſtils ber moſt ſovereign cordial, the refreſhing 
-dews, ' Inceſſant heat would rob us of their bene- 

ficial agency; and oblige them to evaporate, in im- 
perceptible exhalations, 'Turbulent winds, or even 
the gentler motions of Aurora's fan, would diſſi pate 
the riſing vapours, and not ſuffer them to form a 
coalition. But, favoured by the ſtilneſs, and con- 
denſed by the coolneſs of the night, they unite in 
pearly drops, and create that finely; tempered humi- 
dity, which cheers the vegetable world, as fleep ex- 
_ -Hilarates the animal. . e 

Not unlike to theſe are the advantages of ſolitude. 
The world is a troubled ocean; and who can erect 
iſtable purpoſes on its fluctuating waves? The world 
i a ſchool-of wrong; and who does not feel him- 
ſelf warping to its pernicious influences“? On this 
. ®* Nunquam a luròba mores, ques extuli, refero, | Ali- 
quid, ex" 60 quod compeſui, turbatur : aliguid, ex his gue 
Jugavi, redit. Jnimics off multorum conver/atio. . 4 
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ſea of glaſs * how inſenſibly we fall from our own 
ſtedfaſtneſs! Sone ſacred truth, which was ſtruck 
in lively characters on our ſouls, is obſcured, if not 
obliterated. Some worthy reſolution, which Hea- 
ven had wrought -in our breaſts, is ſhaken, if nor 
overthrowa, Some enticing vanity, which we had 
ſolemaly renounced, again practiſes its wiles, and a- 
gain captivates our affectious. How often has an un- 
wary glance kindled a fever of irregular deſire in our 
hearts? How often has a word of applauſe dropt 
luſcious poiſon into our ears; or ſome diſreſpectful 
expreſſion raiſed a guſt of paſſion in our boſoms ? 
Oar innocence. is of ſo fender a conſtitution, that 
it ſuffers ia the promiſcuous croud. Our purity is 
of ſo delicate a complexion, that it ſcarce touches 
on the world, without contracting a ſtain. We ſee,. 
we hear, with peril. | , 
But here /afety dwells. Every meddling and in- 


truſive avocation is ſecluded, Silence holds the 
door againſt the ſtrife of tongues, and all the im- 
pertinencies of idle converſation, The buſy ſwarm ” 


of vain images, and &ajoling_ temptations, which: 
beſet us, with a buzzing importunity, amidſt the: 
gaieties of life, are chaſed by theſe thickening: 
ſhades.—Here I may, without diſturbance, com- 
mune with my own heart, and learn that beſt of 
ſciences, to know my/elf. Here the ſoul may rally her 
diſſipated powers, and grace recover its native ener- 
gy.—Fhis is the opportunity to rectify every evil 
impreſſion; to expel the poiſon, and guard againſt 


the contagion, of corrupting examples. This is the 


place where I may, with advantage, apply myſelf 


to ſubdue the rebel within; and be maſter, not of 


a ſceptre, but of myſelf. —Throng then, ye ambi- 
tious, the levees of the powerful; I will be pune» 
tual in my affignations with ſolitude. To a mina 


® Rev. xv. 2. 
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intent upon its own improvement, ſolitude has 
charms incomparably more engaging, than the en- 
| fertainments preſented in the theatre, or the bonours 
conferred i in the drawing-room. | 


2 ſaid, ſolitude. Am I then alone 2—'Tis true, 
my acquaintance are at a diſtance, I have ſtole away 
from company, and am remote from all human ob- 
. ſervation, —But that is an alarming thought, 


Millions of ſpiritual creatures walk the earth, 
. Upſeen, both when we wake, and when we Heep — 


Perhaps, there may be numbers of thoſe inviſible 
beings patrolliog this fame retreat; and joining with 
me, in contemplating the Creator's works. Per- 
haps, thoſe miniſtering ſpirits, who rejoice at the 
converſion of a inner, and hold up the goings of 
the righteous, may follow us to the lonely recels ; 
and, even in our moſt ſolitary moments, be our 
conſtant attendants.—W hat a pleaſing awe is a- 
wakened by ſuch a reflection! How venerable it 
renders my retired walks! I am ſtruck with reve- 
rence, as under the root of ſome facred edifice, or 
in the preſence- chamber of ſome mighty monarch, 
=O! may I never bring any pride of imagination, 
nor indulge the leaſt diflolute affection, where ſuch 
refined and exalted pins commas barn their 
1 7.3 T 

 Tis- poſſible, that I am encompaſſed with ſuch a 
dad of witneſſes; but it is certain, that Gov, the 
Tnfinite eternal Gop, is now and ever with me. 
The great JEHOVAH, before whom all the angelic 
-armies bow their heads, and veil their faces, ſur- 
rounds me; ſupports me; pervades me. In HIN 
live, move, and have my being.” —The whole 
| world is his auguſt temple ; and, in the moſt ſe- 
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queſtered corner, I appear before his adorable Ma- 
jeſty, no leſs than when I worſhip in his houſe, or 
kneel at his altar. In every place, therefore, let 
me pay him the homage of a heart, cleanſed from 
idols, and devoted to his ſervice. In every circum- 
ſtance, let me feel no ambit ion, but to pleaſe him; 
nor covet any happineſs, but to enjoy him. | 

Ho ſublime is the deſcription, and how ſtriking 
the ſentiment, in that noble paſſage of the Pſalins ? 
Whither ſhall I go from thy Spirit, er whither ſball 
I flee from thy preſence? If I climb up into the 
heights of heaven, thou art there, inthroned in 
light. F I go down to the depths of the grave, 
thou art there alſo, in thy pavilion of darknels. JF 
{ retire to the remoteſt caſtern climes, where the 
morning firſt takes wing ; if, ſwifter than the dart · 
ing ray, / pals to the oppoſite regions of the weſ?,. 
and remain iu the uttermaſt parts of the ſea * : ſhall. 
I. in that diſtant ſituation, be beyond. thy reach ; : 
or, by this ſudden tranſition, eſcape thy notice? 80 
far from it, that could I, with one glance of thought, © 
tranſport myſelf beyond all ihe bounds of creation; 
I ſhould till be encircled with the immenſity of thy 
eſſence; or rather, ſtill be incloſed in the hollow of 
thy band. Awful, yet delightful truth! Let it be 
interwoven with every thought! and become one 
with the very conſciouſneſs. of my exiſtence! that I 
may contigually weft, with GOD, and conduct my- 
ſelf in every. ſtep. of my behaviour, « as. ſeerng- 
IM that is. inviſible.” 

They are e the happy perſons: 3; | Ealcity, true feli-- 


+42: PCal. cxxxix. 7. G g. ere is, 1 chink, an 142 | 
tional ſtrepgth and beauty in the thought, if, with the: 

learned Mr Mudge,, we 8 an antitheſis between the 
two clauſes of the laſt verſe, as there evidently is between 
thoſe of the preceding; and that they expreſs, in a po- 
| erical Kyle,, the extremities of the mY and the V N. 
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city, is all their own, who live under an habitual 
ſenſe of Gop's omaipreſence, and a ſweet perſua- 
ſion of his ſpecial love. If dangers threaten, their 
impregnable defence is at hjand. Nothing can be ſo 
near to terrify, as their almighty Guardian to ſecure 
them.— To theſe, the hours can never be fedious ; 
and it is impoſſible for them to be alone, Do they 
ſtep aſide from the occupations of animal life? A 
more exalted ſet of employments engage their at - 
tention. They addreſs themſttves, in all the vari- 
ous acts of devotion, to their heavenly Father; 
who now ſees in ſecret, and will hereafter reward 
them openly. They ſpread all their wants before his 
indulgent eye, and diſburden all their ſorrows into 
his compaſtionate boſom. —Do they withdraw from 
Human ſociety * They find themſelves under the 
more immediate regards of their Maker. If they 
refign the ſatisfactions of ſocial intercourſe; it is to 
cultivate a correſpondence with the condeſcending. 
DerTy, and taſte the pleaſures of divine friend - 
ſhip.— What is ſuch a Hate, but he very ſuburbs 


of heaven! What is ſuch a couduct, but an antepaſt 
of eternal bleſſedneſs? | 


' 


— 


Now, my foul, the day is ended. The hours are 
all fled. They are fled to the ſupreme Judge, and 
have given in their evidence; an evidence regiſtered 
ia heaven, and to be produced at the great audit.— 
Happy they! whoſe improvement has kept pace 
with the fleeting minutes; who have ſeized the im- 
portant fugitives; and engaged them in the purſuit 
of wi/dom, or devoted them to the ſervice of vir- 
. "one, © 5 F 
Fugitives indeed they are. Our moments flip a- 
way ſilently and infenfibly. No thief ſteals more 
. _ unperceived from the pillaged bouſe; ſo that the 
day ſeems to be cloſed, almoſt as ſoon as it dawned. 
And will the Tunagates never ſtop? No: where- 
| | ; 5 ever 
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ſtill preſſes on, in his unwearied career *; and 


whirls our weeks, and months, and years away.— 


Is it not then ſurprifingly ſtrange, to hear people 
complain of the tediouſne/s of their time, and how 
heavy it hangs upon their hands? to ſee them 
contrive a variety of amuſing artifices, to acceleraic 
its flight, and get rid of its burden? - Ah! thought, 


leſs mortals! Why need you urge the headlong 
torrent? Your days are ſwifter than a peſt ; which, 
carrying diſpatches of the laſt importance, with uns, * I 
remitted ſpeed ſcours the road. They paſs .away. 


like the nimble /dips 3 which have the wind in their 


wings, and ſkim along the watery plain, They 


haſten to their deſtined period, with the rapidity 


2 an eagle; which leaves the ſtormy blaſts behind 


er, while ſhe cleaves the air, and darts upon her 
prey f. 


Nov the day is gone, how. bart it appears! When 7 
my fond eye beheld it in perſpective, it ſeemed a 
very conſiderable ſpace. Minutes crouded upon 

minutes, and hours ranged behind hours, exhibit». 


ed an extenſive draught, and flattered me with a 
long progreſſion of pleaſures. But, upon a retro- 


® Sed fugit interea, Fugit irreparabile tempus. VIRG. 

+ Job ix. 25. 26. by theſe three very expreſſive 
images, the inſpired poet repreſents the anintermitted and 
rapid flight of time. The paſſage is illuſtrated with great 
judgment and equal delicacy, in Dr Grey's moſt ingeni- 
ous abridgment of Schultens.— Quæ tribus in elementis 
velociſima, 'hic admirabili cum emphaſi caugeruntar. In 


terris, nil pernicius curſore, et quidem leti quideferente. 


Rapidius tamen adhuc undas, non ſecant, ſed ſuperuolani, 


navigiela papyro contexta. Omnium rapidiſſime atrem © 
grandibus ali} permetitur aquila, præcipiti lapſu ruens in 
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ever we are, however employed, time purſues his 

inceſſant courſe, Though we are liſtleſs and dila- 
*tory, the great meaſurer of our days preſſes on; 
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ſpective view, how wonderfully is the ſcene altered! 
The landſcape, large and ſpacious, which a warm 
fancy drew, brought to the teſt of cool experience, 
ſhrinks into a ſpan. Juſt as the ſhores vaniſh, and 
mountains dwindle to a ſpot, when the failor, 
ſurrounded by ſkics and ocean, throws his laſt look. 
on his native land. How clearly do I now diſcover 
the cheat! May it never impoſe upon my unwary 
imagination again! I find, there is nothing abiding 
on this ſide eternity. A long duration, in a ſtate 
of finite exiſtence, is mere illufion, 
erhaps, the healthy, and the gay, may not rea- 
dily credit the ſerious truth; eſpecially from a 
young pen, and new to its employ. Let us then 
refer ourſelves to the deciſion of the ancient, Aſk 
ſome venerable old perſon, who is juſt marching 
off the mortal ſtage, How many have been the days 
of the years of thy life *? It was a monarch's 
queſtion, and therefore can want no recommenda- 
tion to the faſhionable world. - Obſerve how he 
ſhakes his hoary locks, and, from a deep; felt con- 
viction, replies: * Fourſcore years have finiſhed 
« their rounds, to furrow theſe.cheeks, and clothe 
** this head in ſnow. Such a term may feem long 
1% and large, to inconfiderate youth. But, O! 
4% how ſhort, how ſcanty, to one that has made the 
experiment! Short, as a glcam.of tranſient ſun- 
1% ſhine; ſcanty, as the ſhadow that departeth.“ 
„ Mcthinks, it was but yeſterday that I exchanged 
* my. childiſh ſports, for manly exercifes ; and 
„now L am refigning them both, for the flzep of 
« death, As ſoon as we are born, we begin to 
% draw to our end; and how ſmall is the-interval 
« between: the cradle and the tomb?“ -O]! may we 
believe this teſtimony of mature age! May every 
evening bring it, with clearer evidence, to our 


Gen.. lxii. f. Heb. Bid. 
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minds! And may we form ſuch an eſtimate of the 
little pittance, while it is upon the advancing hand, 
as we ſhall certainly make, when the Ands are all 
run down! | 
Let me add one reflection on the word to be 
done, while this ſhuttle is flying through the loom “. 
A work of no ſmall difficulty, yet of the utmoſt 
conſequence !—Haſt thou not ſeen, haſt thou not 
known the excellent of the earth, who were living 
images of their Maker? His divine likeneſs was 
transfuſed into their hearts, and beamed forth in all 
their conduct; beamed forth in meekneſs of wiſ- 
dom, and purity of affection; in all the tender of- 
fices of love, and all the noble efforts of zeal. To 
be ſtamped with the ſame beautiful fignature, and 
to be followers of them, as they were of CHRIS T; 
this, this is thy buſineſs. On the accompliſhment 
of this, thy eternal all depends. And will an af- 
fair of ſuch unſpeakable weight admit of a moment's 
delay, or confiſt with the leaſt remiflneſs !—Eſpe- 
cially, ſince much of thy appointed time is already 

elapſed; and the remainder is all uncertainty, fave 
only that it is in the very act to fly.—Or ſuppole, 
thou hadſt made a covenant with the grave, and 

waſt aſſured of reaching the age of Methu/elah ; 
how ſoon would even ſuch a leaſe expire Extend 
it, if you pleaſe, ſtill farther ; and ler it be co-exiſt- 
ent with nature itſelf, How inconſiderable is the 
addition! For, yet a very little while, and the 
commiſſioned archangel lifts up his hand to heaven, 
and ſwears by the almighty Name, That time {ball 
be no longer . Then, . opportunities will 
| never 


* My days are ſwifter 1555 a Weavers s Auull. Job 
Vil, 


+ This alludes to the beginning of Revelations the 


Sd which, abſtracted from its ne meaning, and 
con ſidered 
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never return; and neu opportunities will never 
more be offered. Then ſhould negligeat mortals 
wiſh, —wiſh ever ſo paſionately—for a few hours, 
—a few moments only—to be thrown back from 
the opening eternity; thouſands of worlds would 
not be able to procure the grant. 8 


conſidered only as a ſlately piece of machinery, well 
delerves our attention; and, I will venture to ſay, has 


not its ſuperior, perhaps not its equal, in any of the 


moſt celebrated maſters of Greece and Rome. — All that 


is gloomy or beautiful in the atmoſphere, all that is 


ſtriking or magnificent in every element, is taken to 
heighten the idea. Vet nothing is diſproportionate; 
but an uniform air of ineffable majeſty greatens, exalts, 
ennobles the whole.—Be pleaſed to obſerve the aſpec of 
this auguſt perſonage. All the brightneſs of the fun 


ſhines in his countenance ; and all the rage of the fire 
burns in his feet. —See his apperel, The clouds com- 
poſe his robe, and the drapery of the ky floats upon his. 


ſhaglders, The rainbow forms his diadem ; and that 
which :“ compaſſeth the heaven with a glorious circle,” 
is the ornament of his head. —Behald his attitude. 
One foot ſtands on the ocean, the other reſts on the 
land, The wide-extended earth, and the world of wa- 
ters, ſerve as pedeſlals for thoſe mighty columns. Conſi- 
der the a&#ion. His hand is lifted up to the height of 
the ſtars, He ſpeaks; and the regions of the firma- 


ment echo with the mighty accents, as the midnight 


deſert reſounds with the lion's roar. The artillery of 
the ſkies is diſcharged at the ſignal; a peal of ſeven- 
fold thunder ſpreads the alarm, and prepares the uni- 
verſe. to receive his orders. —To finiſh all, and give 
the higheſt grandeur, as well as, the utmoft ſolemnity, 
to the repreleatation ; hear the decree that jiſſues from 
his mouth, He favears by HIM 1hat liveth for ever 
and ever. In whatever manner, ſo majeſtic a perſon 
had expreſſed himſelf, be could not fail of command- 
ing univerſal attention, But when he confirms his 
ſpeech by a mult ſacred and in violable oath, we are 5 

only 


w 


„r 
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neſs! Throw empires 
But O! be parſimonious of thy days; huſband thy 
precious hours. They go connected, indiſſolu- 
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Shall I now be induſtrious to ſhorten what is no 
longer than a ſpan, or to quicken the pace of what 


is ever on the wing? Shall I ſquander away what 


is unutterably important, while it laſts; and, when 
once departed, is altogether irrevocable? O! my 
ſoul, forbear the folly ; forbear the deſperate extra- 


* vagance, Wilt thou chide as a loiterer, the arrow 


that boundeth from the ſtring ; or ſweep away dia- 
monds, as the refuſe of thy houſe ? —Throw time 
away! Aſtoniſhing, ruinpus, irreparable profuſe- 

y 2 and be blameleſs. 


bly connected, with heaven or hell *. Improved, 
they are a ſure pledge of everlaſting glory; waſted, 


only wrapt in filent ſuſpenſe, but overwhelmed with 
the profoundeſt awe. He ſwears, That time ſpall be no 


longer. Was ever voice ſo full of terror; fo big with 
wonder ? It proclaims, not the fall of empires, 


but the 


final period of things. It ſtrikes off the wheels of na- 


ture; bids ages and generations ceaſe to roll; and, wich 


one potent word, conſigns a whole world over to diſſolu- 


tien. — This is one, among a multitude of very ſublime. 
and maſterly firokes, to be found in that too much negleQ- 


ed book —the B1BLE. 


* I remember to have ſeen, | upon a ſun-dial in a 


phyſician's garden at Nortbampton, the following 1n- 
'SCRIPTION ; Which, I think, is the moſt proper motto 
for the inſtrument; that meaſures our time; and the 
moſt ſtriking admonition, which can poſſibly be preſented 


to every eye that glances upon it ;—AB HOC MOMENTO 


PENDET ATERNITAS.—The weighty ſenſe of which I 
know not how to expreſs in Engliſh, more happily than 
in thoſe words of Dr Watts; Et, 


Good God l on what a fender thread 
[Or, on what a moment of time] 
Hang everlaſting things! 


they 
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they are a ſad preface to neyer-endng confuſion 
and anguiſh, 

What a profound ſilence has compoſed the world ! 
80 profound is the ſilence, that my very breath 
ſeems a noiſe! the ticking of my watch is dif- 
tin&tly heard; if I do but ſtir, it creates a diſturb- 
.ance—There is now none of that confuſed din from 
the tumultuous city ; no voice of jovial ruſtics from 
the neighbouring meadow ; no chirping melody 
frow the ſhady thicker. —Every lip is ſealed.— Not 
the leaſt whiſper invades the air; nor the leaſt mo- 
tion ruſtles among the boughs. Echo herſelf ſleeps 
unmoleſted. The expanded ear, though all atten- 
tion, catches no ſound, but the liquid lapſe of a di- 
fant murmuring ſtream, 


All things are huſb'd, as nature's ſelf lay dead. 


If, in the midſt of this deep and univerſal com- 
poſure, ten thouſand. bellowing thunders ſhould 
burſt over my head, and rend the ſkies with their 
united volleys ; how ſhould I bear ſo unexpected a 
ock? It would ſtun my ſenſes, and confound 
my thoughts. I ſhould ſhudder in every limb: 
perhaps, fink to the earth with terror. Conſider 
then, O mortals! conſider the much more prod:- 
gious and amazing call which will ere long alarm 
your ſleeping bones. When the tenants of the 
tomb have ſſumbered, in the moſt undiſturbed re- 

, for a multitude of ages; what an inconcei- 
vable conſternation muſt the ſhout of the archangel, 


and the trump of Gop occaſion! Will it not 


wound the car of the ungodly; and affright, even 
to diſtra tion, the impenitent ſinner? The ſtupen- 
dous peal will ſound through the vaſt of heaven ; 
will ſhake the foundations of nature; and pierce 
e ven the deepeſt receſſes of the grave. And nl 
—0! how will the priſoners of divine juſtice, be 


able 
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able to endure that tremendous ſummons to a far 
more tremendous tribunal ?—Do thou, my ſoul, 
liſten to the till voice of the goſpel. Attend, - 
in this thy day, to the gracious invitations of th 
Saviour. Then, ſhall that great midnight cry lofe 
its horror, and be my/it in thy ears, It ſhall be wel- 
come to thy reviving clay, as the tidings of liberty 
to the dungeon-captive ; as the year of jubilee to 

the haraſſed ſlave. This, this ſhall be its charming 
import, Awake, and ing, ye that dwell in duſt *,” 
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What a general ceſſation of affairs has this duſky 
hour introduced ! A little while ago, all was hurry, 
hurry, Life and activity exerted themſelves in 
a thouſand. buſy forms. The city ſwarmed with 
paſſing and repaſling multitudes. All the country 
was ſweat and duſt, The air floated in perpetual 
agitation, by the flitting birds, and humming bees, 
| Art ſat prying with her piercing eyes, while Indu- 
| try plied her reſtleſs. hands.—But ſee, how all this 
fervent and impetuous buſtle is fled with the ſetting 
fſun. The beaſts are ſhank to their grafly couch; 
| and the winged people are retired to their downy 

neſts. The hammer has reſigned its ſounding taſk, 
. and the file ceaſes to repeat its fly ing to uches. Shut 
4 is the well-frequented-ſhop, and its threſhold no 
1 longer worn by the feet of numerous cuſtomers. 
- 
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- Pray 


The village-ſwaia lies drowned in flumbers'; and 
even his truſty dog, who, for a conſiderable time, 
ſtood centry at the door, is extended at his caſe, 
4 and ſnores with his maſter.—In every place, Toil 
t reclines her head, and Application folds her arms. 
1 All intereſts ſeem to be forgot; all purſuits ars ſuſ- 
4 pended ; all employment is funk away; ſunk away, 
. with thoſe fluttering myriads, which lately ſported 
- in the ſun's departing rays.— Tis like the ſabbath of 


e SIC xxvi. 19. | eta 
je Ver. 1. D a 
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univerſal nature; or as though the pulſe of life 
ſtood ſtill. - in HEE | 
Thus will it be with our infinitely momentous 
concerns, whea once the ſhadows of the evening 
(that long evening which follows the footſteps of 
death) are firetched over us. The dead cannot 
ſeek unto Gop; the living, the living alone, are 
poſſeſſed of this ineſtimable opportunity *. There 
is no work or device, no repentance or amend- 
«© ment, in the grave , whither we are all ha- 


* Behold! now is the accepted time. Behold ! now is 
the day of ſalvatien. 2 Cor. vi. 2. 


Haſte, haſte, he lies in wait, he's at the door, 
© Iofidious death! Shou'd his ſtrong hand arreft, 
No compolſitien ſets the pris'ner tree. | 


+ They who are gone down to the grave, are repre- 
ſented (II. xxxviii. 11.) by the phraſe, TU?) A 
rendered by Vitringa, Theſe that inhabit the land of in- 
rermiſſion or ceſſation. —W hich prevents all appearance of 
tautology in the ſentence; and is, I think, a valuable in- 
provement of the tranſlation; as it conveys an idea, not 
only diſtin from the preceding, but of a very poetical 
and very afflicting nature; ſuch as was perfectly natural for 
the royal finger, .and royal ſufferer, to dwell upon, in his 
deſponding moments.— Thus interpreted, the ſenſe will 
run; I ſhall ſee man no more; | ſhall be cut eff from 
«© the cheerful ways of men, and all the ſweets of human 


„ ſociety, And, what is a farther aggravation of the 


ce threatened ſtroke, I all, by its taking place, be num- 
% bered with tboſe that inherit the land of ceſſation and 
“ jnaQtivity ; where there will be no more poſſibility of 
2 contributing to the happineſs of my kingdom; no 
4 more opportunity of advancing my. Creator's glory, 
« or of making my own final ſalvation ſure.” — 
ſentiment like ti is grand, important, and full of 
benevolence ; removes all ſupicion of unbecoming pu- 
fillanimity, and does the higheſt honour to the monarch's 
character. | N 
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e ſting,” 
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« ſting.” When once that cloſing ſcene is advanced, 
we ſhall have no other part to act on this earthly 
theatre. Then, the ſluggard, who has flumbered 
away life in a criminal inactivity, muſt lie down 
in hopeleſs diſtreſs, and everlaſting ſorrow. Then, 
that awful doom will take place, He that is holy, 
let him be holy ſtill; and he that is #/thy, let 
+ him be filthy for ever.“ | 

Is it fo, my foul? Is this the only, only time al. 
lotted, for obtaining the great reward, and making: 
thy ſalvation ſure? And art thou lulled in a vain 
ſecurity, or dreaming ia a ſupine inadvertency® 
Start, O! ſtart from thy trance. Gird up the loins 
of thy mind, and work while it is day. Improve the 
preſent ſeed-time, that eternity may yield a joyful 
harveſt, —We eſpecially, who are watchmen in 
-{ſrael, and miniſters of the glorious goſpel ; may 
we be awakened, by this conſideration, to all aſh- 
duity in our holy office, Some or other of our peo- 
ple are ever and anon departing into the inviſible 
ſtate ; all our friends are making inceſſant approach- 
es to their long home; and we ourſelves ſhall very 
ſhortly be tranſmitted to the confinement of the 
tomb. This is the favourable juncture, wherein a- 
lone we can contribute to their endleſs welfare. 
This is the criſis, the all-important criſis of their 
final felicity. Inſtantly, therefore, let us pour ia 
our wholeſome joſtructions; inſtantly let us ply 
them with our earneſt exhortations, A moment's. 
delay may be an irreparable loſs; may be irretric- 
vable ruin. While we procraſtinate, a fatal ſtroke 
may intervene; and place ws beyond the power of 
adminiſtering, or place them beyond all poſhbilicy 
of receiving, any ſpiritual good “. | 


Kh: * The caſe repreſented by the prophet, (1 Kings xx. 
40.), ſeenis perfeAly applicable, on this occaſion.  & 
55 D 2 — 1 8 thy 
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How frequently is the face of nature changed“ 
and, by changing, made more agreeable The 
long- continued glitter of the day renders the ſooth- 
ing ſhades of the evening doubly welcome. Nor 
does the morn ever purple the Eaſt with ſo enga- 
ging a Juſtre, as after the gloom of a dark and diſ- 
mal night. —At preſent, a calm of tranquillity is 
ſpread through the univerſe. The weary winds have 
forgot to blow. The gentle pales have fanned them- 
ſelves aſleep. Not 60 much as a ſingle leaf nods. 
Even the quivering aſpin reſts. And not one breath 
curls o'er the ſiream. Sometimes, on the contrary, 
the fempeſt ſummons all the forces of the air; and 
pours itſelf, with reſiſtleſs fury, from the angry 
North. The whole atmoſphere is toſſed into tumul- 
tuous confuſion, and the watery world is heaved to 
the clouds. The aſtoniſhed mariner and his ſtrain- 
ing veſſel, now ſcale the rolling mountain, and 
hang dieadſully viſible on che broken ſurge; now 
thoot, with headlong impetuoſity, into the yawn- 
ing gulf, and neither hulk nor maſt is ſeen. The 
ſtorm ſweeps over the continent; raves along the 
city ſtreets; ſtruggles through the foreſt- -boughs ; 
and terrifies the ſavage nations with a howl, more 
wildly horrid than their own. 'The knotty oaks 
bend before the blaſt; their iron trunks groan ; 
and their ſtubbora limbs are daſhed to the ground. 
The lofty dome rocks ; and even- the ſolid tOWer - 

totters on its baſs, | 

Such variations are kindly contrived, and wich an 

evident condeſcenſion to the fickleneſs of our taſte. 
Becauſe a perpetual repetition of che Jame objects 


thy ſervant was Buſy here and there, he was gene. So, 
While we are either rem/s in our function, or laying 
curſelves wut upon #nferior cares, the people of our 
charge may be gone ;—gone, beyond the influence of 
our counſels; beyond the reach of our prayers z- . 
eo the © pe and eternal flate, 
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would create ſatiety and diſguſt; therefore, the in- 
dulgent Father of our race has diverſified the uni- 
verfal fcene, and bid every appearance bring with it 
the charm. of novelty.— This circumſtance is benefi- 
cial, as well as entertaining. Providence ever gra- 
cious to mortals,. ever intent upon promoting our” 
felicity, has taken care to mingle, in the eonſtitu- 
tion of things, what is pleaſing to our imagination, 
with what is. ſerviceable to our intereſts. The pier- 
cing winds, and rugged aſpect of winter, render 
the balmy gales, and flowery ſcenes of ſpring, pecu- 
liarly delightful. At the ſame time, the keen froſts. 
mellow the ſoil, and prepare it for the hand of in- 
duſtry, The ruſhing, rains impregnate the glebe, 
and fit it to become a magazine of plenty. The 
earth is a great laboratory; and December's cold. 
collects the groſs materials, which are ſublimated by 
the refining warmth of May. The air is a pure e- 
laſtic fluid; and. were it always to remain in this 
motionleſs ſerenity, it would. loſe much of its active 
ſpring ;: was it never. agitated by %% wholeſome: 
concuſſions, it would centratt a noiſome, perhaps. 


a peſtilential taint: In which caſes, our reſpiration,, 


inſtead of purifying, would corrupt the vital juices ;. 
inſtead of ſupplying us with refreſhment, would be: 
a ſource of diſeaſes; or every gaſp we draw, might: 
be unavoidable death .- How. then. ſhould we ad- 


> | . mire,, 


* Conſidering the immenſe quantity of coals, and 
other combuſtible materials, which are daily conſumed, 
and. evaporate-into the air; conſidering the numberleſs 
ſteams, and clouds of. ſmoke, which Fo continually” 
overwhelm. populous cities ;—the noiſome exhalations- 
which ariſe from thronged. infirmaries,. and loathſome 
jails, from. ſtagnating lakes, and putrid fens ;—the va-- 
riety of offentve and unwholeſome effluvia, which pro- 


. eced from other cauſes ; — it is a very remarkable inſtance: 


ea providence, at once tenderly kind, and infinitely- 
SE „ | powerful, 
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mire, how ſhould "we adore, that happy union of 
benignity and wiſdom; which, from a variety of 
diſpenſations, produces an uniformity of good! pro- 
duces a perpetual ſuccefſion of delights, and an un- 
interrupted feries of advantages ! 

The darkneſs is now at its height ; and I cannot 
but admire the obliging manner of its taking place. 
It comes not with a blunt and abrupt incivility, but 
makes gentle and reſpectful advances. A precipitate 
tranſition from the ſplendors of day to all the hor- 
rors of midnight, would be inconvenient and fright- 
ful. It would bewilder the traveller in his journey; 
it would ſtrike the creation with amazement; and, 
1 be pernicious to the organs of ſight. There- 

ore the gloom rufhcs not upon us inſtantaneouſly, 
but increaſes by flow degrees; and, ſending twilight 
before as its harbinger, decenily advertiſes us of its 
approach. By this means, we are neither alarmed, 
nor incommoded, by the change; but are able to 
take all ſuitable and timely meaſures for its recep- 
tion. —Thus graciouſly has Providence regulated, 
not only the grand vicilſitude of the feaſons, but 
alſo the common interchanges of light and darkneſs, 
with an apparent reference to our comfort. 

Now the fierce inhabitants of the foreſt forſake 
their dens. A thouſand grim forms, a thouſand 
growling monſters, pace the deſert. Death is in 
their jaws, while, ſtung with hunger, and athirſt 
for blood, they roam their nightly rounds, —Un- 


powerful, that mankind is not /ufocated with ftench ; that 
the air is not choked with filth. —T he. air is the common: 
2 into which. tenzthouſand times ten thouſand nui- 
ances are inceſſantly diſcharged; yet it is preſerved ſo 
thorou hly clear, as to afford the 001 tranſparent medium 
for 1 ; fo delicately undulatory, as to tranſmit, with: 


— all imaginable diſtinctneſs, every diverſity of ſound; ſo 


gerfectly pure, as to be the conſtant. refiner of the Auids, 52 
a animal that breathes. 
| fartunate | 
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fortunate the traveller, who is overtaken by the 
night, in thoſe diſmal wilds! How muſt he ſtand 
aghaſt at the, mingled yell of ravenous throats, and 
lions roaring after their prey ! Defend him, propi- 
tious Heaven! or elſe he muſt fee his endearing 
ſpouſe, and hail his native home, no more !—Now 
the prowling wolf, like a murderous ruffian, dogs 
the ſhepherd's footſteps, and beſets his bleating 
charge. The fox, like a crafty felon, ſteals to the 
thatched cottage, and carries off the feathered 
booty. oF 

Happy for the world, were theſe the only deſtroy- 
ers that walk in darkneſs. But, alas! there are 
ſavages in human ſhape, who, muffled in ſhades, 
infeſt the abodes of civilized life, The /ons of vio- 
lence make choice of this ſeaſon *, to perpetrate the 
moſt outrageous acts of wrong and robbery. - The 
adulterer waiteth for the twilight; and, baſer than 
the villain on the highway, - betrays the honour of 
his boſom-friend. Now Faction forms her cloſe 
cabals, and whiſpers her traiterous inſinuations. 
Now Rebellion plans her accurſed plots, and pre- 
pares the train to blow a nation into ruin. Now 
crimes which hide their odious heads in the day, 
haunt the ſeats of ſociety, and ſtalk through the 
gloom with audacious front. Now, the vermin of 
the fews crawl from their lurking-holes, to wallow 
in fin, and ſpread contagion through the night. 
Each ſoothing himſelf with the fond notion, That 
all is ſafe ; Hat no eye ſees, 

Are they then concealed? Prepoſterous mad- 
men ! to draw the curtain between their infamous. 
practices, and a little fet of mortals ; but lay them 

open to all theſe chaſte and wakeful eyes of Hea- 
n ben vight | 

© * Darkens the ſtreets, then wander forth the fons 
Of Belial, flown with inſolence and wine. 
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ven * — Are they then concealed ? No, truly. Was 
_ every one of theſe vigilant luminaries cloſed; an eye 
keener than the lightning's flaſh, an eye brighter than 
ten thouſand ſuns, beholds their every motion. 
Their thickeſt ſhades are beaming day +, to the jea- 
ious Inſpector, and ſupreme Judge of human ac- 
tions. —Deluded creatures! have ye not heard, 
have ye not read, That clouds and darkneſs are 
«© HIS majeſtic reſidence +?” In that very gloom, 
to which you, fly for covert, he ercQs his throne, 
What you reckon your /crcen, is the bar of his tri- 
bunal. O! remember this! ſtand in awe, and fin 
not. Remember, that the great and terrible Gon 
is about ycur path ||, when you take your midnight- 
range ; is about your bed, when you indulge the 
looſe deſire; and ſpies out all your ways, be they 
ever ſo ſecretly conducted, or artfully diſguiſed, 


Some minutes ago, a paſſenger croſſed along the 
road. His * horſe's foot ſtruck the ground, and 
fetched fire from a flint, My eye, though at a di- 
ſtance, caichcd the view.; and ſaw with great clear- 
neſs, the tranſient ſparkles: of which, had I been: 


Kenn Sed luna vidit, ſed fraera teſtes: 
Iniendunt oculos. 

+ This is finely, and very forcibly, expreſſed by the 
Pſalmiſt: IF 1 Jay, Peradwenture the darkneſs ſhall cover.- 
me, then ſhall my night be turned to day er, as it may 
be rendered ſomewhat more emphaiically, Even ihe night 
Hall be broad day-light all around me. Plai. exxxix. 10. 

3 t Pſal. xcvii. 2. : | 

The original words are much ſtronger than the 
tranflation. TM and Nn ſignify, Thou el 
my path; and art familiarly or intimately. acquainted 
with all my ways: The former, 1 apprehend, denoting 
the exa&2-cognizance which the Almighty taketh, the lat- 
ter implying the conſtant inſpection which he exerciſeth, 
eves. all the circumitances. of our. conduct, Pſal. cxxx1x. 2. 
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ever ſo near, I ſhould not have diſcerned the leaſt 
glimpſe, under the blaze of day.—So “, when 
ſickneſs has drawn a veil over the gaiety of our 
hearts; when misfortunes have eclipſed the ſplendor 
of our oytward circumſtances; how many impert- 
ant convictions preſent themſelves with the brighteſt 
evidence! Under the ſun-ſhine of proſperity, they 


lay undiſcovered; but, when ſome intervening - 


cloud has darkened the ſcene, they emerge from 
their obſcurity, and even glitter upon our minds, 
Then, the world, that deluſive cheat, confeſſes her 
emptineſs; but JEsUs, the bright and morning 
ſtar, beams forth with inimitable luſtre. Then 


Vice loſes all her fallacious allurements; that paint- 


ed ſtrumpet is horrible, as the hags of hell: but 
Virtue, | deſpiſed Virtue, gains lovelineſs from a 
louring providence, and treads the ſhades with 
more than mortal charms.—May this reconcite me, 
and all the fons of forrow, to our appointed ſhare 
of ſuffering! If tribulation tend to diſſipate the in · 
ward darkneſs, and pour hcaventy day upon our 
minds; welcome diſtreſs ; welcome diſappointment ; 
welcome whatever our froward fleſh, or peeviſth 
paſſions, would miſcall calamities. Theſe light af- 
flictions, which are but for a moment, ſhall ſit eaſy 


il beg leave to inform the young gentleman, whole 
name dignifies my dedication, that i, was a remark of 
his honoured father, when we rode together, and con- 
'verſed in a duſky evening. I mention this circumſtance, 
partly to ſecure the paragraph from contempt; partly to 
give him, and the world, an idea of that eminently ſe- 
rious taſte which diſtinguiſhed my deceaſed friend. —The 
leſi obvious the reflection, the more clearly it diſcovers a 
turn of mind remarkably ſpiritual; which would ſuffer 
nothing to eſcape, without yielding ſome religious im- 
provement. The meaner the incident, the more admi- 
rable was that fertility of imagination, which couid de- 
duce the ſublimeſt truths from the moſt trivial occurrences. 

_ N upon 


3 | great, and eternal weight of glory. 
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upon our ſpirits ; ſince they befriend our knowledge, 
promote our faith, and fo ** work out for us @ far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory *.“ 


- How has this darkneſs ſnatched every ſplendid 
and graceful object from my ſight! It has daſhed 
the ſponge over the pictures of ſpring, and deſtroy- 
ed all the delicate diſtinctions of things. Where are 
now the fine tinges, which fo lately charmed me 
from the glowing parterre? The blufh is ſtruck 
out from the cheeks of the roſe; and the ſnowy hue 
is dropt from. the lily. I caft my eyes toward a 
magnificent ſeat; but the aſpiring columns, and 
fair expanded front, are mingled in rude confuſion. 
Without the ſun, all the elegance of the blooming 
world, is a mere blank ; all the ſymmetry of archi- 
tecture is a ſbapeleſs heap. | 

Is not this an expreſſive emblem of the lovelineſs, 
which the Sun of righteouſneſs transfuſes into all 
that is amiable? Was it not for JesUs, and his 
merits, I ſhould ſigh with anguiſh of ſpirit; even 
while I rove through ranks of the moſt beautiful 
flowers, or breathe amidſt a wilderneſs of ſweets. 


* 2 Cor. iv. 17. The great Szephens, that oracle of 
Grecien learning, tranſlates our apofile's phraſe.— vat 
urepCorv, Q nil majus dici aut fingi poteft. But how 
does tre ſenſe riſe ? how is the idea enlarged, under tab 
ſuch forcible expreſſions ? —The whole verſe is a maſter- 
piece of the beautiful antz/he/7s, the lively deſcription, 
and the nervous didtion. It is one of thoſe exquiſite paſ- 
ſages in the inſſ ired writings, which, like me rich aro- 
malic plants, cannot be trausferted from their own gene- 
rous and native foil, without being impaired in their vi- 
vacity, and loſing much of their delicacy, Perhaps, 
the following verſion may be ſomewhat leſs injurious to 
the ſacred original, than the common tranflation; - Our 
very light affliction, whigh is but juft for the preſent mo- 
ment, avorketh out a far more exceeding, an incomparably 
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Was it not for Ixs us, and his merits, I ſhould 


roam like ſome diſconſolate ſpectre, even through 
the ſmiles of creation, and the careſſes of fortune. 
My converſation in this world, though dreſſed in 
the moſt engaging forms of external pleaſure, 
would be like the paſſage of a condemned malefator, 
through enamelled meadows, and bowers of bliſs, 
to be broke upon the wheel, or to expire on the 
rack. But a daily reflection on the Lams's ato- 
ning blood; a comfortable truſt, that my ſoul is re- 
conciled through this divine expiation ; this is the 
ray, the golden ray, which irradiates the face of 
the univerſe, This is the oil of beauty, which 


makes all things wear a cheerful aſpect; and the 


oil of gladneſs, which diſpoſes the ſpectator to be- 
hold them with delight “. This, this is the ſacred 
charm, which teaches nature, in all her proſpects, 
and all her productions, ſo exquiſitely to Llcals, 


« Man goeth forth to his work, and to his la- 
„ bour, till the evening.” But then his ſtrength 


* Thus applied, that fine piece of fattery, addreſſed 


to the Heathen emperor, is ſtrictly and literally true. 


Iulius i tus 
SHulſit poputs, gratior it dies, | | 
Et ſoles melius nitent. Hos AT. 


Which I would caſt in a Chriſtian mould, and thus 


= tranſlate : | 


When faith preſents the Saviour's death, 

And whiſpers, This is thine; ” . 
Sweetly my rifing hours advance, 

And peacefully decline. | 


While ſuch my views, the radiant ſun 
| Sheds a more ſprightly ray; 
„Each object ſmiles; all nature charms ; | 
I fing my cares away. 8 
* | falls; 
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fails; his ſpirits flag; and he ſtands in need, not 
only of ſome reſpite from toil, but of ſome kindly 
and ſovereign refreſhments.— What an admirable 
proviſion for this purpoſe is ſſeep ! Sleep introduces 
a moſt welcome vacation, both for the ſoul and bo- 
dy. The exerciſes of the brain, and the labours 
of the hands, are at once diſcontinued So that 
the weary limbs repair their exhauſted vigour; 
while the penſive thoughts drop their load of ſor- 
rows, and the buſy ones reſt from the fatigue of 
application.—Moſt reviving cordial ! equally be- 
neficial to our animal and intellectual powers. It 
ſupples the fleſhly machine, and keeps all its nice 


movements in a proper poſture for eaſy play. It a- 


nimates the thinking faculties with freſh alacrity, 
and rekindles their ardor for the ſtudies of the 
dawn. Without theſe enlivening recruits, how 
ſoon would the moſt robuſt conſtitution be waſted 
into a walking ſkedeton; and the moſt learned ſage 
degenerate into a heary idiot /—Some time ago, I 
beheld with ſurpriſe, poor Florio. —His air was wild; 
his countenance meagre ; his thoughts roving, and 
ſpeech diſconcerted. Inquiring the cauſe of this 
ſtrange alteration, I was informed, That, for ſeve- 
ral nights, he had not cloſed his eyes in ſleep. For 
want of which noble reſtorative, that ſprightly 
youth (who was once the life of the diſcourſe, and 


the darling of the company) is become a ſpectacle 
of miſery and horror. 


How many of my fellow-creatures are, at this | 


very inſtant, confined to the bed of languiſhing ; 


and complaining, with that illuſtcious ſufferer of | 


old, Veariſome nights are appointed to me In- 
ſtead of indulging ſoft repoſe, they are counting 
the tedious hours; telling every ſtriking clock ; or 
meaſuring the very moments, by their throbbing 


X Job vii. z. 


2 55 pulſe, 
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pulle. How many, haraſſed with pain, moft paſ- | 


fionately long to make ſome little truce with their 
agonies, in peaceful flumbers! How many, fick 
with diſquietude, and reſtleſs even on their do ny 
pillows, would purchaſe this tranſient oblivion of 
their woes, almoſt at any rate !—That which wealth 
cannot procure, which multitudes ſigh for in vain, 
thy Gop has beſtowed on thee, times out of num- 
ber. The welcome viſitant, punctual at the needed 
hour, has entered thy chamber, and poured his 
poppies round thy couch ; has gently cloſed thy 


eye- lids, and ſhed his ſlumberous dews over all thy 


ſenſes. 

Since ſleep is ſo abſolutely neceſſary; ſo ineſti- 
mably valuable ; obſerve, what a fine apparatus al- 
mighty goodneſs has made, to accommodate us with 
the balmy blefling. With how kind a precaution, 
he removes whatever might obſtruct its acceſs, or 
impede its influence! He draws around vs the 
curtain of darkneſs ; which inclines us to a drowſy 
indolence, and conceals every object, that might 
too ſtrongly agitate the ſenſe, He conveys peace 
into our apartments; and impoſes ſilence on the 
whole creation. Every animal is bidden to tread 
ſoftly, or rather to ceaſe from its motion, when 
man is retiring to his repoſe. —May we not diſcern, 
in this gracious diſpoſition of things, the tender 
cares of a nurſing-mother ; who huſhes every noiſe, 
and ſecludes every difturbance, when ſhe has laid 


the child of her love to reſt ? So, by ſuch ſoothing. 


circumſtances, and gently-working opiates, HE 
giveth to his beloved ſleep *. 


Another ſignal inſtance of a providence intent 


upon our welfare, is, that we are preſerved ſafe in 
the hours of /umber. How are we then loſt to all 
apprehenſion of danger; even though the murder: 


l. cxxvil. 2. 
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er be at our bed-ſide, or his naked ſword at our 
breaſt! Deſtitute of all concern for ourſelves, we 
are unable to think of, much more to provide for, 
our own ſecurity. At theſe moments, therefore. 
we lie open to innumerable perils: perils from the re- 
ſiſtleſs rage of flames: perils from the infidious arti- 
fices of thieves, or the outrageous violence of robbers: 
perils from the irregular workings * of our own 
thoughts, and eſpecially from the incurſions of our 
ſpiritual enemy. 

| W hat 


* I think, it is referable only to a ſuperintending and 
watchful providence, that we are not hurried into the moſt 
pernicicus actions, when our imagination is heated, and 
our reaſon ſtupefied, by dreams. — We have ſometimes 
heard of unfortunate perſons, who, walking in their 
Mleep, have thrown themſelves headlong from a window, 
and been daſhed to death on the pebbles. And whence 
is it, that ſuch diſaſtrous accidents are only related as 
pieces of news, not experienced by ourſelves, or our fa- 
milies? Were our minds more ſober in their operations, 
or more circumſpect in their regards? No, verily : no- 
thing could be more wild than their excurfions, and 
None could be more inattentive. to their own welfare, 
Therefore, if we habe laid us down, and ſlept in peace; 
it was, becauſe the Loxpd vouchſafed us the ſweet refreſh- 
ment: if we roſe again in ſafety; it was, becauſe the 
LORD. ſuſtained us with his unremitted protection. 


Will the candid reader excuſe me, if I add a ſhort 


ſtory, or rather a matter of fact, ſuitable to the prece- 
ding remark ? . Two perfons who had been Hunting to- 
gether in the day, ſlept together the following night. 
One of them was renewing the purſuit in his dream; 
and, having run the whole circle of the chace, came, at 
Taft, to the fall of the ſtag. Upon this, he cries out with 
a determined ardor, 'I kill bin; TI kill him; and im- 
mediately feels for the knife, which he carried in his 
pocket. His companion, happening to be awake, and 
obſerving what paſſed, leaped from the bed. Being ſe- 
cure from danger, and the moon ſhining into the room, 
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What dreadful miſchief might that reſtleſs, that 


implacable adverſary of mankind work, were there 


not an inviſible hand to control his rage, and pro- 
tect poor mortals! What ſcenes of horror might 
he repreſent to our imaginations, and * ſcare us 
„ with dreams, or terrify us with viſious *!” But 
the Keeper of Jrael, who never ſlumbers nor ſleeps, 
interpoſes in our behalf; at once to cheriſh us under 
his wings, and to defend us as with a ſhield, It is ſaid 


of Solomon, That threeſcore valiant men were a- 


* bout his bed; all expert in war; every one with 
* his {word upon his thigh, becauſe of fear in the 
*« night +.” But one greater than Solomon, one 
mightier than myriads of armed hoſts, even the 
great JEHOVAH, in whom is everlaſting ſtrength ; 
he vouchſafes to watch over our lccping minutes, 
and to ſtop all the avenues of ill. —O! the unwea- 
ried and condeſcending goodneſs of, our Creator! 
who lulls us to our re, by bringing on the ſilent 
ſhades; and plants his own ever-watchful eye as 
our centinel, while we enjoy the needful repoſe. 


Reaſon now reſigns Rer ſedate office; and Fancy, 
extravagant fancy, leads the mind through a maze 


he ſtood to view the event. When, to his inexpreſſible 
ſurpriſe, the infatuated ſportſman gave ſeveral deadly. 
ſtabs, in the very place, where, a moment before, the 
throat and the life of his friend lay.— [his | mention, 
as a proof, that nothing hinders us, even from being 
aſſaſſins of others, or murderers of our/elves, 7. nidit the 
mad ſallies of ſleep; only the preventing care of our hea- 
venly Father, 

What a complete maſter that malignant Fpirit is in 
exhibiting v//ozary repre/entations, appears from his con- 


duct towards CHRIST, on the high mountain; and that 


he is too ready, if not reſtrained by an over-ruling power, 
to employ his dexterity in alidding maniind, is evi- 
dent from his treatment of 70%. See Luke iv. 5. Job 
vii. 14. + Cant. iii. 7. 8. X 
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of vanity, The head is crouded with falſe images, 
and tantalized with the moſt ridiculous miſappre- 
kenfions of things. Some are expatiating amidſt 
fairy fields, and _gathiering garlands of viſionary 
bliſs, while their bodies are ſtretched on a wiſp of 
ſtraw, and ſheltered by the cobwebs of a barn. 
Others, quite inſenfible of their rooms of ſtate, 
are mourning in a doleful dungeon, or ſtruggling 
with the raging billows. Perhaps, with haſty ſteps, 
they climb the craggy cliff; and, with real anxiety, 
fly from the imaginary danger. Or elſe, benumbed 
with ſudden fear, and finding themſelves unable to 
eſcape, they give up at once their hopes, and their 
efforts; and, though reclined on a couch of. ivory, 


are ſinking, all heipleſs and diſtreſſed, in the furi- 


ous whirlpool. So unaccountable are the vagaries 
of the brain, while ſleeep maintains its dominion 


over the limbs! - 
But is this the only ſeaſon, when abſurd and in- 
coherent irregularities play their magic on our 


minds? Are there not thoſe who dream, even in 
their waking moments — Some pride themſelves in 
'A notion of ſuperior excellency, becauſe the royal 
favour has annexed'a'tew ſplendid titles to their 
names; or becauſe he dying filk-worm has be- 
queathed her fineſt threads to cover their naked- 
neſs Others congratulate their own ſignal happi- 


neſs, becauſe loads of golden lumber are amaſſed 


together in their coffers; or promiſe themſelves a 
moſt ſuperlative felicity indeed, when ſome thou- 
{ands more are added to the uſeleſs heap.— Nor are 
there wanting others, who gape after /ub/tantial 
ſatisfaction from airy applauſe; and flatter them- 
ſelves with, I know not what, immortality in the 
momentary buz of renown,—Are any of theſe a 
whit more reaſonable in their opinions, than the 
poor ragged wretch in his reveries; who, while 
ſaoring under a hedge, exults in the poſſeſſion of 
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his ſtately palace, and ſumptuous furniture !—If 
perſons who are very vaſſals to their own domineer- 
ing paſſions, and led captive by numberleſs tempta- 
tions; if theſe perſons pique themſelves with a con- 
czit of their liberty, and fancy themſelves the gene- 
rous and gallant ſpirits of. the age: where is the 
difterence between theirs, and the madman's phren- 
ſy, who, though chained to the floor, is throned 
in thought, and wielding an imaginary ſceptre?— 
In a word, as many as borrow their dignity from a 
plume of feathers, or the gaudy trappings of for- 
tune; as many as ſend their ſouls to ſeek for bliſs in 
the blandiſhments of ſenſe, or in any thing ſhort 
of the divine favour, and a well-grounded hope of 
the incorruptible inheritance * ; what are they, but 
dreamers with their eyes open; delirious, though 
in health ? 

Would you ſee their picture drawn to the very 
life, and the ſucceſs of their ſchemes calculated 
with the utmoſt exactneſs; caſt your eye upon that 
fine repreſentation exhibited by the prophet: Ut 
ſhall be even as when a hungry. man dreameth, and 
behold, he eateth; but he awaketh, and his ſoul is 
empty : or, as ben a thirſty man dreameth, and 
behold, he drinketh; but he awaketh, and behold, he 
is faint, and his ſoul hath appetite f. Such is the 
race, and ſuch the prize, of all thoſe candidates 
for honour and joy, who run wide from the mai k 
of the high calling of Gop in CarisT Jesvs, 
They live in vanity, and die in wo:—Awaken us, 
merciful LoR p, from theſe noon- tide trances! A- 
waken us, while conviction may turn to our advan- 
tage, and not ſerve only to increaſe our torment. 


1 fe give a ſacred, and home-felt delight, 
A. ſober certainty of waking bliſs. 2 
ieee e Mir. Comus, 
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ſcience; his taſte refined, and quick to reliſn all the 
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O! let our eyes be enlightened to diſcera the 
things that are excellent;” and no longer be im- 
poſed upon by fantaſtic appearances, which, how- 
ever pompous they may ſeem, will prove more emp- 
ty than the vitions of the night, more trenſient than 
the dream that is forgotten. 


Having mentioned ſleep and dreams, let me once 
again conſider thoſe remarkable incidents of our. 
frame; ſo very remarkable, that I may venture to 
call them a kind of experimental myſtery, and 
little leſs than a ſtanding miracle. Behold the moſt 


| vigorous conſtitution, when ſtretched on the bed of 8 


caſe, and totally reſigned to the ſlumbers of the 

night, Its activity is oppreſſed with fetters of in- 
dolence; its ſtrength is configned over to a tempo- 
rary annihilation ; the nerves are like a bow un- 
ſtrung, and the whole animal ſyſtem is like a motion 
teſs Iog.— Behold a perſon,of che moſt delicate ſen- | 


ations, and amiable diſpefitions. His eyes, though | 


thrown wide open, admit not the viſual ray; at 
leaſt, diſtinguiſh not objects. His ears, with the or- 
gans unimpaired, and articulate accents beating up- 


on the drum, perceive not the found ; at leaſt, ap- 


prehend not the meaning, The ſenſes, and theic 9 
egquiſitely fine feelings, are overwhelmed with an 
unaccountable ſtupefaction. You call him a ſoceal Þ 
creature: but where are his ſocial affeftions? He 
knows not the father that begat him, and takes no 
notice of the friend that is as his own ſoul. The | 
Wife of his boſom may expire by his fide, and he lic 
more unconcerned than a barbarian. The children 
of his body may be tortured with the ſevereſt 
pangs; and he, even in the ſame chamber, remain 
untouched with the leaſt commiſeration.—Behold 
the molt ingenious ſcholar ; whoſe judgment is pier. 
cing, and able io trace the moſt intricate difficulties of a 


oy 
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beauties of ſentiment and compoſition. Yet, at this 


juncture, the thinking faculties are unhinged, and 


the intellectual ceconomy quite diſconcerted. Inſtead 
of cloſe - connected reaſonings, nothing but a disjoint} 
ed huddle of abſurd ideas; inſtead of well-digeſted 
principles, nothing but a diforderly jumble of crude 
conceptions.. The moſt palpable deluſions impoſe 
upon bis imagination. The whole night paſtes, and 
he frequently miſtakes it for a ſingle minute; is not 
ſenſible of the tranſition, hardly fenfible of any du- 
ration. 0 
Yet, ne ſooner does the morning draw back his 
curtains, and day-light fill the room; but he a- 
wakes, and finds himſelf poſſeſſed of all the valu- 
able endowments, which, for ſeveral hours, were 
ſuſpended, or loſt. His finews are braced, and fit 
for action: his ſenſes are alert and keen, The ro- 
mantic viſionary brightens into the maſter of rea- 


fon. The frozen or benumbed affections melt with 


tenderneſs, and glow with benevolence. And, what 
is beyond meaſure ſupriſing, the intoxicated mind 
works itſelf ſober, not by low degrees ; but, in the 
twinkling of an eye, recovers from its perturbation. 
Why does not the ſtupor which deadens all the 


nice operations of the animal powers, hold faſt its 


poſſeſſion? When the thoughts are once diſadj uſt- 
ed, why are they not always in confuſion? How is 
it that they are rallied in a moment ; and, from the 
wildeſt irregularity, reduced to the moſt orderly ar- 
ray? From an inactivity reſembling death, and 
from extravagancies little differing from madneſs ; 
how is the body ſo ſuddenly reſtored to vigour and 
agility? How is the underſtanding inſtantancouſly 
re-eſtabliſhed in ſedateneſs and harmony ?—Surely, 


* this is the Lok p's doing, and it ſhould be mar- 


*« yellous in our eyes; ſhould awaken our grati- 
wde, and inſpirit our praiſe. 


— 
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This is the time, in which ghofts are ſuppoſed | 


to make their appearance. Now the ?imorous ima- 
gination teems with phantoms, and creates number- 
leſs terrors to itſelf, Now dreary forms, in ſul- 
len ſtate, ſtalk along the gloom ; or, ſwifter than 
lightning, glide acroſs the ſhades. Now voices 
more than mortal * are heard from the echoing 


vaults, and groans iſſue from the hollow tombs, 


Now melancholy ſpectres viſit the ruins of ancient 
monaſteries, and frequent the ſolitary dwellings of 
the dead. They pals and repaſs, in unſubſtantial 
images, along the forſaken galleries; or take their 
determined ſtand over ſome lamented grave, —How 
often has the ſchoolboy fetched a long circu't, and 
trudged many a nedleſs ſtep, in order to avoid the 
haunted church - yard? Or, if neceſſity, ſad neceflity, 


has obliged him to croſs the ſpot, where human 


ſctullt are lodged below, and the baleful yews ſhed 
ſupernumerary horrors above: a'thouſan | hideous 


ſtories ruſh into his memory; fear adds wings to 


his feet; he ſcarce touches the ground; dares not 
once look behind him; and bleſſes his good fortune, 
if no frightful ſound purred at his heels, if no l 
ly ſhape bolted upon his ſight. 

Tis ſtrange, to obſerve the exceſſive timidity 
which pollelles many people's minds on this fanciful 


eccaſron, while they are void of all concern on o- 


thers of the moſt fremendous import. Thoſe who 
are ſtartled, in any dark and lonely walk, at the 
very apprebenſion of a ſingle ſpectre, are neverthe- 


leſs unimpreſſed at the ſure proſpect of entering in- 


to a whole world of diſembodied beings; nay, are 
without any emotions of awe, though they. know 
eaves to be haſtening into the preſence of ihe 


Vox guogue per lucos vulgo exaudita filemes 
Tngens, et ſimulacra modis pallentia miris * 
Vila * obſcurum nocli. 
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great, infinite, and cternal Spirit. Should ſome pale 
meſſenger from the regions of the dead, draw back 
our curtains atthe hour of midnight; and, appoint- 
ing ſome particular place, ſay, as the horrid appari- 
tion to Brutus, Fl meet thee there , I believe, the 
boldeſt heart would feel fomething like a panic; 
would ſeriouſly think upon the adventure, and be in 
pain for the event. But, when a voice from heaven 
cries, in the awakening language of the prophet, 
Prepare to meet thy GOD, 9 Iſrael + ; how little is 
the warning regarded! how ſoon is it forgot! 

Prepoſterous ftupidity ! to be utterly uncencerned, 
where it is the trueſt wiſdom to take the alarm ; and 
to be all trepidation, where there is nothing really 
terrible Do thou, my ſoul, remmember thy Sa- 
viour's admonition; ** I will forewarn you, whom 
% you ſhall fear. Fear not theſe imaginary horrors 
* of the night; but fear that awful Being, whoſe re- 
« velation of himſelf, though with expreflions of pe- 
% culiar mercy, made M/es, his favourite ſervant 
* tremble. excecdingly : whoſe manifeſtation, with 
t purpoſes of inexorable Fengeance, will make migh- 

« fy conquerors, who were familiar with dangers, 
% and eſtranged to diſmay, call upon the mountains 
“ to fall on them, and the rocks to cover them; the 

„ menace of whoſe majeſtic eye, when he comes 
attended with thouſand thouſands of his im- 
“ mortal hoſts, will make the very heavens cleave. 
* aſunder, and the world flee away.— O! dread 
„His diſpleaſure; ſecure His favour; and then 
* thou mayſt commit all thy other anxieties to 
„the wind; thou mayſt laugh at every other fear.” 


The ſtory of Brutus, and his evil genius, is well 
known. Nor muſt it be denied, that the preciſe words 
of the ſpectte to the hero were, TI meet thee at Philippi. 
But, as this would not anſwer my purpoſe, I was obliged 
to make an alteration in the circumſtance of place. 

'+ Amos iv. 2. 
| This. 
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This brings to my mind a memorable and ama- 
Zing occurrence, recorded in the book of Fob *: 
which is, I think, no inconfiderable proof of the 
real exiſtence of apparitions 4, on ſome very extra- 
erdinary emergencies; while it diſcountenances 
thoſe legions of idle tales, which ſuperſtition has 
raiſed, and credulity received, Since it teaches us, 
that if, at any time, thoſe viſitants from the un- 
known world render themſelves perceivable by 
mortals, it is not upon any errand of frivolous con- 
ſequence, but to convey intelligences of the utmoſt 
moment, or to work impreſſions of the higheſt ad- 
vantage, | 


* Job iv. 12. 14. Ce. 

+ Is a proof of the real exiſtence of apparitions,—1f the 
ſenſe in which 1 have always underſtood this paſſage, be 
true.—Zliphaz, I apprehend, was neither in a trance, 


nor in a dream, but perfectly awake.—Though he ſpeaks 


of ſleep, he ſpeaks of it, as fallen not upon himſelf, but 
no her men. He does not mention dreams, though 
MARIN /fmnia, would have ſuited the verſe (if the 
book be in metre) altogether as well as TM wi/ones, 
—lt could not ſurely be a *vind, as ſome tranſlate the 
word 111. Becauſe the circumſtance of flanding ftill is 
not ſo compatible with the nature of a wind; and a wind 
would have paſſed abowe him, all around him, as well as 
brfore him. Not to add, how low a remark it is, and 
how unworchy of a place in ſo auguſt a deſcription, that 


he could not diſcern the form of a wind. lt ſeems, there-- 


fore, to have been a real ſpirit ; either angelical, as were 
thoſe which preſented themſelves to Abraham reſting at 
the door of his tent, and to Lot fitting in the gate of So- 
dom; or elſe the {pirit of ſome deparred ſaint, as in the 
Caſe of Samuels apparition, or the famous appearance of 
Maſes and Elijah on the mount of transfigutation.—A ſpi- 
Tit, aſſuming tome vehicle, in order to become viſible to 
the human eye: which, accordingly, Eliphax ſaw, ex- 
hibiting itſelf as an object of ſight; but ſaw ſo obſcurely 


and indiſtinctly, that he was not able, either to deſcribe 
its aſpect, or to diicern whom it reſembled, 


Twas 
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"Twas in the dead of night. All nature lay 
ſhrouded in darkneſs. Every creature was buried in 
ſleep: The moſt profound ſilence reigned through 
the univerſe. In theſe ſolemn moments, 'El:iphaz. 
alone, all wakeful and ſolitary, was muſing upon 
ſublime and heavenly ſubjects.— When, lo! an aw- 
ful being, from the inviſible realms, burſt into his 
apartment *, A ſpirit paſſed before his face. Aſto- 
niſhment ſeized the beholder. His bones ſhivered | 
within him; his fleſh trembled all over him; and [ 
the hair of his head ſtood erect with horror. —Sud- 
den and unexpected was the appearance of the 
phantom; not ſuch its departure. It ſtood ſtill, to 
preſent itſelf more fully to his view, It made a ſo- 
lemn pauſe, to prepare his mind for ſome momen- 
tous meſſage. — After which, a. voice was heard: a 
voice, for the importance of its meaning, worthy to 1 
be had in everlaſting remembrance; for the ſolem- 
nity of its delivery, enough to alarm a heart of 
ſtone, Ir ſpoke; and this was the purport of its 
words :—** Shall man, frail man, be juſt before the 
% mighty GOD? Shall even the moſt accompliſhed | 
„ mortals be pure in the fight of his Maker ? 

| % | „ Behold, 
* have given this ſolemn picture a modern dreſs, ra- 
ther for the ſake of variety and illuſtration, than from 
any apprehenſion of improving the admirable original. 
Such an attempt, I am ſenſible, would be more abſurdly 
vain, than to lacquer gold, or paint the diamond. The 
deſcription, in Eliphax's own language, is awful and. af- 
feting to the laſt degree; a night: piece, dreſſed in all the 
circumſtances of the deepeſt horror. I queſtion, whether 
Shakeſpeare himſelf, though ſo peculiarly happy for his 
great command of terrifyiag images, has any thing ſupe- 
rior or comparable to this. The judges of fine compoſi- 
tion e the maſterly ſtrokes; and, I believe, the moſt 
ordinary reader felt them, chilling his blood, and a- 
wakening emotions of dread in his mind. : 
+ There ſeems to be a ſignificant and beautiful grada- 
tion in the Hebrew words WIR and TJ), which | have 
| | endeavoured 
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** Behold, and conſider it attentively. He put 10 


« ſuch truft in his moſt exalted ſervants, as ſhould 
„ beſpeak them incapable of defect. And his very 
«© angels he charged with folly, as ſinking, even in 
the higheſt perfection of their holineſs, infinitely 
© beneath his trapſcendent glories ; as falling, even 
1% in all the fidelity of their obedience, inexpreſſibly 
„ ſhort of the homage due to his adorable Majeſty. 
If angelic natures muſt not preſume to juſtify ei- 
% ther themſelves, or their ſervices, before uncre- 
te ated purity; how much more abfurd is ſuch a 
©* notion, how much more iniquitous is ſuch an at- 
« tempt, in them that dwell in houſes of clay ; whoſe 
*« original is from the duſt, and whoſe ſtate js all 
« imperfe@ion !” 2 
Il would obſerve from hence, the very ſingular 
neceſſity of that poverty of ſpirit, which entirely re- 
nounces its own attainments ; and moſt thankfully 
ſubmits to the righteouſneſs of the incarnate Gop. 
Io inculcate this leflon, the Son of the Bleſſed 
came down from heaven; and preſſed no other 


principle, with ſo repeated * an importunity, on | | 
8 i 7 his 


endeavoured to preſerve, by a ſort of paraphraſtic verſion. 
— The reader will obſerve a zew turn given to the ſenti- 
ment, preferable, I think, to that which our Exgliſb 
tranſlation exhibits. Not, Shall man be more juſt than 


60 D? but, Shall man be juſt before, or in the fight of ' 


GOD? The paſſage thus rendered, ſpeaks a truth in- 


comparably more weighty, and needful to be inculcated ; . 
a truth exactly parallel to that humbling confeſſion of 


the prophet, We are all as an unclean thing; and to that 


ſolemn declaration of the pſalmiſt, I» ty fight fall wp . 


man living be juſtified. 


It is well worthy of our obſervation, ſays an excel- | 
| lent commentator, That no one ſentence vttered by our | 
Los d, is fo frequently repeated as this; I boſoe ver ſhall | 
exalt himſelf, all be abaſed; and he that ſhall humble þ 

himſelf, Hall be exalted; which occurs at leaſt ten timo: 


an 


* 
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his hearers. To inſtil the ſame doctrine, the HoLr 
Gnos r touched the lips of the apoſtles with ſacred 
eloquence ; and made it an eminent part of their 
commiſſion, ** to demoliſh every high imagination.” 
That no expedient might. be wanting, to give it a 
deep and laſting efficacy on the human mind; a 
phantom ariſes from the valley of the ſhadow of 
death, or a teacher deſcends from the habitation of 
ſpirits Whatever then we neglect, let us not neg- 
le& to cultivate this grace, which has been ſo vari- 
ouſly taught, ſo powerfully enforced. 


Hark l a doleſul voice With ſudden ſtarts, and 
hideous ſcreams, it diſturbs the ſilence of the peace- 
ful night. - "Tis the /creech-ow!l, ſometimes in fran- 
tic, ſometimes in diſconſolate accents, uttering her 
woes . She flies the vocal grove, and ſhuns the 

; ſociety of all the feathered choir, The blooming 

= gardens, and flowery meads, have no charms. for 

J ber. Obſcure ſhades, ragged ruins, and walls over- 

r 

A 
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grown with ivy, are her favourite haunts. Above, 
the mouldering precipicg nods, and threatens a fall; 
a below, the toad crawls, or the poiſonous adder 
hifles. The ſprightly morning, which awakens o- 
. ther animals into joy, adminiſters no pleaſure to 
i. this gloomy recluſe. Even the ſmiling face of day 
in the Evangeliſts; but is never duly accompliſhed in us, 
of I till we diſclaim all pretenſion to merit and righteouſneſs 


of our own, and ſeek them only in the atonement and 
obedience of Jesus CHRIST. 5 


© 2 
: * Solague culminibus ferali carmine bubo 4 
- : Sæpe gueri, longaſque in fletum ducere voces. 


Thus ſung that charming genius, that prince of the an - 


el- cient poets, that moſt conſummate maſter of elegance 
dur and accuracy; all whoſe /eniiments are nature, whoſe 
all 


every deſcription is a picture, whoſe whole language is 
muſic— VII GII. | 
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is her averſion, and all its lovely ſcenes create no- 
thing but uneaſinels. 
_ So, juſt ſo, would it fare with the ungediy, were 
it poſſible to ſuppoſe their admiſſion into the chaſte 
and bright abodes of endleſs iclicity. They would 
find nothing but diſappointment and ſhame, even 
at the fountain-head of happineſs and honour — 
For how could the tongue, habituared to profane- 
meſs, taſte any delight in the harmonious adorations 
of heaven? How could the lips cankered with „lan- 
der, reliſh the raptures of everlaſting praiſe ? Þ 
Where would be the ſatisfaction of the vain beauty, 
or the ſupercilious grandee ? Since, in the temple 
of the ſkies, no incenſe of flattery would be addreſſ- 
ed to the former, nor any obſequious homage paid 
to the latter. The ſpotleſs and inconceivable purit 
of the bleſſed Gop, would flaſb confufion on the 
laſcivious eye. The envious mind muſt be on a rack 
of ſelf-tormenting paſſions, to obſerve millions of 
Happy beings, ſhining in all the perfections of glory, 
and ſolacing themſelves in the fulneſs of. joy. In 
ſhort, the unſanctified ſoul, amidſt holy and tri- 
umphbant ſpirits, even in the refined regions of bliſs 
and immortality, would be like this melancholy 
bird, di/lodged from her darkſome retirement, and 
impriſened under the beams of day *, Sia 


' Phe 


I would beg of the reader to obſerve, with what em- 
Fhafis and profriety our Logo touches this important 
point, in his memorable reply to Nicedemus. Verily, we- | 
rily 1 fay unto thee, Except a mas be born again, he CAN 
"NOT enter into the kingdom of heaven; q. d. I wave 
e the authority of the ſupreme Judge, and ſpeak with the 
** .condeſcenfien of a teacher in 7/rael. , Though I might, 
«© without being liable to the leaſt control, paſs it into a 
* ſovereign decree, That unrenewed mortals, who are | 
% {laves to corrupt appetite, SHALL NOT enter the ha- 
% bitations.of the juſt; I xzather chuſe to repreſent it as | 
p ' | 66 a | 
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The voice of this creature ſcreaming at our win- 
dos, or of the raven croaking over our houſes, is, 
they ſay, a token of approaching death. There are 
perſons who would regard ſuch an incident with no 

+ \mall degree of ſolicitude. Trivial as it is, it would 
damp their ſpirits, perhaps break their reſt. One 
cannot but wonder, that people ſhould ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be aff:ighted at ſuch fantaſtical, and yet be 
quite unaffected with real, prelages of their diſlo- 
lution. Real preſages of this awful event addreſs 
us from every quarter. What are thele incumbent 
glooms, which overwhelm the world, but a kind of' 
pall provided for nature ; and an image of that 
long night, which will quickly cover the inhabi- 
tants of the whole earth? What an affinity has the 
Neep “, which will very ſoon weigh down my: 
drowſy eye-lids, with that ſtate of entire ceſſation, 

in which all my ſenſes muſt be laid aſide ! The ſilent 

; chamber, and the bed of ſlumber, are a very ſigni- 

ficant repreſentation of the land where all things 

p are huſhed, all things are forgouen, — What meant. 

. that deep death-bell note, which, the other evening. 

8 ſaddened the air? Laden wich heavieſt accents, it. 

Y ſtruck our ears, and ſeemed to knock at the door 

1 of our hearts. Sur ely, it brought a meſſage to ſur- 

viving mortals, and thus the tidings ran: “ Mor- 


8 
? 
ie 
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C „ tals, the deſtroyer of your race is on his way. 
: The laſt enemy has begun the chace; and is gain- 
A ing ground upon you, every momeat. His paths 
as are ſtrewed with heaps of ſlain, Even now his 
N. « a caſe utterly impoſſible; and charge the calamity, not up- 
ve « on divine ſeverity, but upon human folly. Such perfons, a 
he from the very nature of things, preclude themſelves; 
bt, they incapacitate their own minds; and contrarieties 

) a 


* muſt be reconciled, before bey, in their unregenerate 


(condition, can be partakers of thoſe ſpiritual and ſub - 
ba- « lime delights.” 70 vi. 3. 


Et cogſanguineus lethi 5 o por. Vino. | 
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** Javelin bas laid one of your neighbours in the 
„ duſt; and will ſoon, very ſoon, aim the inevi- 
% table blow at each of your lives.“ 

We need not go down to the charnel-houſe, nor 
carry our ſearch into the repoſitories of the dead, 
m order to find memorials of our impending doom. 
A multitude of theſe remembrancers are planted in 
all our paths, and point the heedleſs paſſengers to 
their long home. I can hardly enter a conſiderable 
town, but I meet the funeral-proceſſion, or the 
mourners going about the ſtreets. 'The hatchment 
ſuſpend ded on the wall, or the crape ſtreaming in 
the air, are ſilent intimations, that both rich and 
For have been emptying their houſes, and reple- 
niſhing their ſepulchres. I can ſcarce join in any 
converſation, but mention is made of ſome that are 
given over by the phyſician, and hovering on the 
confines of eternity; of others, that have juſt dropt 
their clay amidſt weeping triends, and are gone to 
appear before the Judge of all the earth. There's 
not a newſpaper comes to my hang}, but, amidſt 
all its entertaining narrations, reads ſeveral ſerious 
lectures of mortality. What elſe are the repeated 
accounts of age worn out by flow-conſuming ſick- 


nefſes—of youth daſhed to picces by ſome ſudden 


ſtroke of caſualty-—of patriots exchanging their 
ſeats in the ſenate, for a lodging in the tomb—of 
miſers reſigning their breath, and (O! relentleſs 
deſtiny !) leaving their very riches for otbers? E. 
ven the vehicles of our amuſement are pegiſters of 
the deceaſcd ; and the voice of Fame ſeldom founds, 
but in concert with a knell. 

Theſe monitors croud every place; not ſo much 
as the ſcenes of our diverfion excepted, What 
are the decorations of our public buildings, and 
-the moſt elegant furniture of our parlours, but the 
Imagery of death, and trophies of the tomb? That 

e buſt, and thoſe gilded pictures, how ſo- 
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kemnly they recognize the fate of others, and ſpeak- 
ingly remind us of our own 1 I. ſee, I hear, and 
O! I feel, this great truth. Ir is interwoven with 
my conſtitution. The frequent decays of the ſtruc-- 
ture foretel its final ruin, What are all the pains, . 
that have been darted through my limbs; what e-- 
very diſcaſe, that has aſſaulted my health; but the 
advanced guards of the foe? What are the languors - 
and wearioeſs that attend the labours of each revol , 
ving day, but the more /ecret practices of the 8 
ſary, lowly undermining the earthly tabernacle ? 
Amidſt fo many notices, thall we go on thought»: 
I:& and unconcerned? Can none of theſe prog- 
noſtics, which are ſure as oracles, awaken our at- 
tention, and engage our circumſpection? Maß, 
it is written, being uarned of G C. D, prepared an 
ark. Imitate, my ſoul, imitate this excellent ex- 
' ample. Admoniſhed by fuch a cloud of witneſſes, . 
be continually putting thyſclf in a readineſs for the 
] laſt change. Let not that day, of which thou haſt 
| ſo many infallible ſigus, come upon thee unawares. 
Get the ivy untwined, and thy affections diſen | 
tangled from this inchanting world, that thou: 
mayſt be able to quit it without reluctance. Get 


eee eee Her og 
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r the dreadful handwriting cancelled, and all thy fins. 
f blotted out, that thou mayſt depart in peace, and: 
s | have nothing to fear at the deciſive tribunal. Get, 
O get thyſelf intereſted in the ene s marits,. 
f | and transformed into his ſacred ima then ſhalt: 


, thou be meet for the inheritaace o Hains; in light, 
. and mayſt even deſire to be diſſolvcd, _ and. to be 
h with CHRIST. 


eee. in my evening -walk, I have. keardi 


1 | 

e * —The wakef ul bird, 

t | Sing darkling, and, in ſhadieft covert hid, 
- || Tune ber notturnal note *. 
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How different the. airs of this charming ſontfier, 

from thoſe harſh and boding outcries! The little 
creature ran through all the variations of mulic ; 
and ſhewed herſelf miſtreſs of every grace, which 
conſtitutes or embelliſhes harmoay.—Sometimes 
the ſwells a manly throat, and her ſong kindles in- 
to ardour,, The: tone is fo bold, and ſtrikes with: 

ſuch energy, you would imagine the ſprightly ſe- 
renader in the very next thicket. Anon the {train 

 languiſhes, and the mournful warbler melts into 
tenderneſs. The melancholy notes juft ſteal upon 
the ſhades, and faintly touch your ear; or, in ſoft 
and ſadly-pleafing accents, they ſeem to die along. 
the diſtant vale. Silence is 88 and night liſtens 
to the drilling e. 


7 
Y 
* 
7 
: 
& 
2. 
* 
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What an invitation is this, to ſſip away from the 
thronged city! This coy and modeſt minſtrel en- 
tertains only the lovers of retirement. Thoſe who 
are caroufing over their bowls, or ranting at the 
riotous club, loſe this. feaſt of harmony.—ln like 
manner, the pleaſures. of religion, and the joy of 
reconciliation with Gov; the ſatisfactions ariſing 
from an eſtabliſhed intereſt in CarisT, and from 

- the proſpect. of a bliſsful immortality ; theſe are all 
loſt to che mind, that is ever in the croud; and. 
dares not, or, delights not, to retire into itſelf.— 
Are we charmed: with. the nightingale's ſong ? do 
we wiſh-to have it nearer, and hear it oftener ! Let 
us ſeek a renewed heart, and a reſigned will; a 
conſcience that whiſpers. peace, and paſſions that 

are tuned þy-grace : then ſhall we never want a me- 
lody in qur an breaſts, far more muſically pleafing, 
than ſweet Philomela's ſweeteſt ſtrains. 

As different as the voices. of theſe birds, are the 
ejrcumſiances of thoſe few perſons who continue 
 awake.—-Some are-ſquandering, pearls ſhall 1 fay, 
«,kiogdoms.?. No; but e more 

ole | | precious, 
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precious, ti time ; ſquandering this iceſtimable talent, 
with the moſt ſenſeleſs and wanton prodigality. Not 
content with allowing a few /pare minutes for the 
purpoſe of neceſlary recreation, they laviſh many 
hours, devote whole nights, to that idle diverſion 
of ſhuffling, ranging, and detaching a ſet of 
painted paſteboards.— Others, inſtead of this buſy 
trifling, act the part of their own 'tormentors, 
They even piquet themſelves. *, and call it amuſe- 
ment ; they are torn by wild horſes, . yet stem 
it a fport. What elſe is the gameſter's practice? 
His mind is ſtretched on the tenter-hooks of anxi- 
ous ſuſpenſe, and agitated by the fierceſt extremes 
of bope and fear. While the dice are rattling, his 
heart is throbbing ;, his fortune is tottering; and, 
poſſibly, at the very next throw, the one ſinks in. 
the gulf of ruin, the other is hurried into the 
rage of diſtraction. 

Some, ſnatched from the bloom of been, and: 
the lap of plenty, are confined to the chamber of. 
fickneſs. Where they are conſtrained, either to. 
plunge into the everlaſting world, in an unprepa- 
red condition; or elſe (ſad alternative ) to think o- 


ver all the follies of a heedick life, and all the bit 


terneſs.of approaching death. The diſeaſe rages 
it baffles the force of medicine; and urges the re-. 
luctant wretch to-the brink of the precipice, While 
furies rouſe the conſcience, and point at the bot- 
tomleſs pit below. — Perhaps, his drcopiug mother, 
deprived long ago of the huſband of her boſom, 
and bereft of al her other offspring, is, even now, 
receiving the blow which conſummates-her calami- 
tics T. In vain the. tries to allyage the ſorrows of a 
| beloved. 


0. Alludivg to a very painful puniſhment, . inflided on- 
delinquents 2 tbe ſoldiery. 


+: This brings to my mind one of the deepeſt nourn-- 
i ieces exani in the Eater of che pen. The 5 
hn "RV, Cx 
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beloved fon; in vain the attempts, with her tender 
offices, to prolong a life dearer than her own, He 


faints in her arms; he bows his head; he finks id 


death. Fatal, doub'y fatal, that laſt expiring pang ! 
While it diſlodges the unwilkng ſoul, it rends an en- 


ly child from the yearning embraces of a parent, 


and tears away the ſupport of her age from a diſ- 
confolate widow. 


While 25% long for a reprieve, others invite the 
, frroks Quite weary of the world, with a reſt leſs im- 
patience, they ſigh for diſſolution ; ſome pining away. 


under the tedious decays of an incurable conſumption ; 
or gaſping for breath, and al.noſt ſuffocated by an in- 


undation of dropſical waters. On forfie a relentlefs 
cancer has faſtened its envenomed teeth; and is gnaw- 
ing them, though in the midſt of bodily vigour, in the 


midſt of pitying friends, gradually to death. Others 


are on a rack of agonies, by convulſive fits of the 
tone. O.! how the pain writhes their limbs; how 


ered hiftorian paints it in all the ſimplicity of ſtyle; yet 


with all the ſtrength of colourin g. When FESUS came 


nigh to the gate of the city, behold! there was a dead man 


carried out, the only* ſon of his mother, and ſbe was a 
widow.— What a gradation is here! How patheti- 


cally beautiful! every freſh circamftance widens the 


wound, aggravates the calamity ; till the deſcription is. 


worked up into the. moſt finiſte picture of exquiſite and 


inconſolable diftreſs. He was a young man; cut off in 


the flower of life, amidſt a thouſand gay expectations, 


and ſmiling hopes. A ſon; ano-ly n; the afflicted ma- 


ther's all: ſo chat none remained to. preſerve: the name, 


or perpetuate the family, What rendered the caſe Rill 


age e e foe was a widew : left entirely deſo- 


Jate; abandoned to her woes; without any to ſhare; her 


 forrows, or comfort ber under the irreparable loſs. Is 


pot this a fine ſketch of the :mpayioned and picturgſque? 


Who ean conſider the narrative with any attention, and 
nat feel his heart penetrated with a zender commiſeration ? 


Le vii. a IX, . 


% 
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the ſweat bedews their fleſh; and their eye-balls 
wildly roll! Methinks the night condoles with - 
theſe her diſtreſſed children; and ſheds dewy tears 
over their ſorrowful abodes.—But, of all mortals, 
they are the moſt exquiſitely miferable, who groan 
beneath the preflure of a melancholy mind, or ſmart 
under the lathes of a re/ent/ul conſcience. Though 
Fobed in ermine, or covered with jewels; the ſtate 
of a flave chained to the galleys, or of an exile con- 
demned to the mines, is a perfect paradiſe compa- 
red with theirs, | 

O!] that the votaries of mirth, whoſe life is a 
continued round of merriment and whim, would 
beſtow one ſerious reflection on this variety of hu- 
man woes! It might teach them to be leſs ena- 
moured with the few languid ſweets, that are thinly 
ſcattered through this vale of tears, and environed 
with ſuch a multitude of ragged thorns It might 
teach them no longer to dance away their years, 
with a giddy rambling impulſe; but to aſpire, with a 
determined aim, after thoſe happy regions, where 
delights, abundant and unembittered, flow. | 

Can there be circumſtances, which a man of 
wiſdom would more carneſtly deprecate, than theſe 


. ſeveral inſtances of grievous - tribulation? There 


are; and, what is very aſtoniſhing, they are fre- 


quently the deſire and the choice of thoſe, who 


fancy themſelves the ſole heirs of happineſs : Thoſe 
I mean, who are launching out into the depths of 
extravagance, and running exceſſive lengths of 
riot: who are proſtituting their reputation, and 
ſacrificing their peace, to the gratification of their 
luſts; ſapping the foundation of their healtb, in 
debaucheries; or ſhipwrecking the intereſts of their 


families, in their bowls; and, what is worſe, are 


forfeiting the joys of an eternal heaven, for the 
fordid ſatisfaction of the beaſt ; for the tranſitory 
ſenſations of an hcur,—Ye ſlaves of appetite, * | 
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far am I from envying your groſs ſenſualicies, and 
volupiuous revels! Little, ah! little are you ſen - 
fible, that while Indulg-ace ſhowers her roſes, and 
Luxury diffuſes her odours, they ſcatter poiſons allo, 
and ſhed unheeded bane “: Evils incomparably 
more malignant, than the wormwood and gall of 
the ſharpeſt affl Qions,—Since dzath is in che drunk- 
ard's cup, and worſe than poniards ia the harlot's 
embrace, may it ever be the privilege of the man 


whom [I love, to go without his ſhare of theſe peſti- 
lent [weets 1 | 


- Abundance of living ſparks glitter in the lanes, 
and twinkle under the hedges. I ſuppoſe they are 
the g/ow-wirms ; which have lighted their little 
lamps, and obtained leave, through the abſence of 
the ſun, to play a feeble beam. A faint glimmer 
zuſt ſerves to render them perceivable, without 
tending at all to diſſi pate the ſhades, or making any 


* amends for the departed day,—Should ſome wea- 


ther-beaten traveller, dropping with wet, and ſhi- 
vering with cold, hover round this mimicry of fire, 
in order to dry his garments, and warm his be- 
numbed limbs; ſhould ſome bewildered traveller, 
groping for his way, in a ſtarleſs night and trackleſs 
deſert, take one of theſe /anguid tapers, as a light 
to his feet, and alantern to his path: how certainly 
would oth the one, and the other, be fruſtrated of 


In, in the floxw'rs that wreathe the Sparkling bowl, 
Fell adders hiſs, and foi nous ſerpents roll. | 
| . PRlon's So!. 


1 Nan ſuave eft ſuavilatibus iftis carere was St 
Auguſtine's pious exclamation. The ſubſtance of which 
Mr Pepe has expreſſed, with more ſimplicity, and with 
no leſs dignity. | | ; 


Count all th advantage prof) rous Vice att ains, 
Ji, but what Virtue flies fram, and d ſdains' _ 
4A 5 8 ee e their 
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tkeir expectation And are they more likely to ſuc- 
ceed, who, neglecting that ſovereign balm, which 
diſtilled from the croſs, apply any carnal diverſion, 
to heal the anxiety of the mind? who, deaf to the 
iofallible decifions of revelation, reſign themſelves 
over to the erroneous coneftures of reaſon, in or- 
der to find the way that leadeth unto life? or, laſt- 
ly, who have recourſe to the froth of this vain 
world, for a ſatisfactory portion, and a ſubſtantial 
happineſs? Their conduct is in no degree wiſer ; 
their diſappointment equally ſure; and their mifcar- 
riage infinitely more diſaſtrous, 'To ſpeak in the de- 
licate language of a ſacred writer, They ſow the 
* wind, and will reap the whirlwind *.“ 

To ſpeak more plainly, the pleaſures of the world, 
which we are all ſo prone to dote upon; and the 
powers of fallen reaſon, which me are ſo apt to 
idolize +; are not only vain, but treacherous: not 

| | only 


„ Hol. vin. T7. e Kel 1 

+ I hope, it will be obſerved, that J am far from de- 
crying that noble faculty of reaſon, when exerted in her 
proper ſphere ; when acting in a defereriial ſubordination 
to the revealed will of Heaven. While ſhe exerciſes her 
powers within theſe appointed Jimits, ſhe is unſpeak- 
ably ſerviceable, and cannot be too induſtriouſly culti- 
vated. —But, when the ſets up herſelf in proud contradi/ 
tinftion to the ſacred oracles; when, all-arrogant and 
ſelf-ſufficient, ſhe ſays to the word of ſcripture, 1 hawe © 
no need of thee ; ſhe is then, I muſt be bold to maintain, 
not enly a glow-worm, but an igais fatuns ; not only a 
bubble, but a ſnare. 5 | 

May not this remark, with the ſtricteſt propriety, and 
without the leaſt limitation, be applied to. the gene- 
' raliry of cur modern romances, novels, and theatri- 
cal entertainments? Theſe are commonly calculated to 
inflame a wanton ſancy ; or, if conducted with ſo much 
madeſty, as not to debauch the affections, they pervert 

the judgment, and bewilder the taſte. By tfleir _ 

LOO | dible 
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only a painted flame, like theſe ſparkling animals ; 
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but much like thoſe unctuous exhalations, which 
ariſe from the marſhy ground, and often dance be- 
fore the eyes of the benighted wayfaring man. Kin- 
dled into a ſort of fire, they perſonate a guide, 
and ſeem to offer their ſervice ; but, blazing with de- 
luſiue light, miſlead their follower into hidden pits, 
headlong precipices, and unfathomable gulfs; where, 
far from his beloved friends, far from alt hopes of 


ſuccour, the unhappy wanderer is ſwallowed up, and 
loft. 1 


Not long ago, we obſerved a very ſurpriſing ap- 
pearance in the weſtern ſky, A prodigious flar 
took its flaming route through thoſe coaſts ; and 
trailed, as it paſſed, a tremendous: length of fire, 
almoſt over half the heavens. Some, I imagine, 
viewed the portentous ſtranger, with much the 
ſame anxious amazement, as Belſbaz zar beheld 
the handwriting upon the wall. Some looked up- 
on it as a bloody “ flag, hung out by divine re- 
ſentment, over a guilty world. Some read, in 
its glaring viſage, the fate of nations, and the fall 
of kingdoms f. To others, it ſhook, . or ſeem- 
ed to ſhake, peftilence and war from its hor- 
rid hair. — For my part, I am not ſo ſuperſti- 


dible adventures; their extravagant parade of gallantry; 
and their characters, widely different from truth and na- 
ture; they inſpire fooliſh conceits, beget idle expecta- 
tions; introduce a diſguſt of genuine hiſtory; and in- 
diſpoſe their admirers, to acquieſce in the decent civi- 
lities, or to reliſh the /ober ſatisfactions, of common life. 


* Liguida fi quando note comet © 


Sanguinei lugubre rubent,—— - /  Virg- 


Crinemgue tim endi 
Sederis, et terris mutantem regna cometem. 


t 


Lucan. 
tious 


1 * * 13 


tious as to regard what every aſtrologer has te 
prognoſticate, upon the acceſſion of a comet, or 
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the projection of its huge vapoury train. Nothing 
can be more precarious and unjuſtiſiable, than to 
draw ſuch concluſions from ſuch events : ſince they 
neither are preternatural effects, nor do they throw 
the frame of things into any diſo:der. I would 
rather adore that omnipotent Being, who rolled 


thoſe ſtupendous orbs from his creating hand; ang 


leads them, by his providential eye, through un- 
meaſurable tracts of æther: who bids them, now: 
approach the ſun, and glow with unſufferable ar- 
dors *; now retreat to the utmoſt bounds of our 
planetary ſyſtem, and make their entry among othe 
worlds. RN 
They are harmleſs viſitants. I acquit them 


from the charge of cauſing, or being acceſlary to, 


deſolating plagues. Would to Gop there were no 
other more formidable indications of approaching 


= - judgments, or impending ruin! But, alas! when 


vice becomes predominant, and irreligion almoſt 
epidemical: when the Sabbaths of a jealous Gop 
are notoriouſly profaned ; and that name, which 
« is great, wonderful, and holy,” is proſtituted 
to the meaneſt, or abuſed to the moſt execrable 


_ purpoſes: when the worſhip of our great Cre- 


ator and Preſerver is baniſhed from many of 
the moſt conſpicuous families; and it is deemed a 


piece of rude impertinence, ſo much as to men- 
tion the gracious Redeemer, in our genteel inter- 


% The comet in the year 1690, according to Sir 
© T/agc Newrn's computation, was, in its neareſt ap- 
© proach, above 166 times nearer the ſun than the earth 
“ 1s, Conſequently, its heat was then 28,000 times 
«© preater than that of ſummer. So that a ball of iton 
&« as big as the earth, heated by it, would hardly be- 
e come cool in 50, co years. Der. 4/tr. Theol. p. 237. 
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vic: when it paſſes for an elegant freedom of 
behaviour, to ridicule the myſteries of Chriſti- 


innocent and uſeful animals? 1 


CONTEMPLATIONS 


anity; and a ſpecies of refined cogverſation, te 


taint the air with laſci vious hints : when thoſe who 
ſit in the /corner:s. chr, fin with a high hand; and 


many of thoſe who wear the profeſſor's garb, are 
deſtitute of the power, and content, themſelves with 
the mere form of godlineſs: when ſuch is the ſtate 


of a community, there is reaſon, too apparent rea- 
Jon, to be horribly afraid. Such phenomena, a- 
bounding in the moral. world, are not fancifal, but 
real omens. Will not an injured Gop,“ be aven- 


„ ged on ſuch a nation as this ?”. Will he not be 
provoked to © ſweep it with the. beſom of deſtruc- 


-—4: Gon ® 2” | FINS” 
O! that the inhabitants of Great Britain would 


lay. theſe alarming conſiderations to heart! The 
Lord of hoſts, has commanded the ſword of civil 
diſcord to return into its ſheath. But have we re- 
turned every one from his evil way? Are we be- 
come a renewed-people, devoted to a dying Saviour, 
and zealous of good works? What mean thoſe 
peals of ſobs, which burſt from the expiring cat- 
le? What mean thoſe melancholy moans, where 
the luſty droves were wont to low t? What mean 
thoſe arrows of untimely deaths, diſcharged on-our 


8) Lame Þf Log pony e fc. Ne 

I. xiv. 23. The eternal Sovereign, ſpeaking of Ba- 
Zylon, denounces this threatening, 7 will-/aveep it with 
the beſom of deſtruct ion. — What a noble, but dreadful i- 
mage, is here! How ſtrongly and awfully pourtrayed ! 
How pregnant: alſo in its ſignification ! intimating the 
Vile nature, and expreſſing the total extirptation of this wic- 
ked people; at the ſame time, ſuggeſting. the perfe2 eaſe, 
with which the righteous Gop would execute his intend- 
ed vengeance. 5 . TE | 

t If theſe papers ſhould be ſo happy as to outlive their 


% — 


| author, perhaps it may be needful to inform poſterity, that 
; . the 


. — 
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No wantonneſs or ſtoth has vitiated the blood of 
theſe laborious, temperate creatures. They have 
contracted no difeaſe from unſeaſonable indulgen- 
cies, and inordinate revellings. The pure ſtream is- 
their drink; the fimple-berb their repaſt. Neither 
care diſturbs their fl-ep, nor paſſion inflames their 
breaſt. Whence then are they viſited with ſuch 
terrible diforders, as uo piudence can prevent, nor” 
any medicines heal? —Surely, thele calamities are” 
the weapons of divine diſpleaſure, and manifeſt” 
chaſtiſements of an evil generation *? Surely 
GoD, the Gop to whom vengeance belongeth,“ 
has till a controverſy with our ſinful land? And 
who can tell, where the viſitation will end? What 
a ſtorm may follow theſe preluſive drops ?—O ! that: 
we may ** hear the rod, and who hath appointed 
Zit!“ Taught by theſe penal effefts of our diſobe- 
dience; may we remove the accurſed thing + from 
our tents, our practices, our hearts! May we. - 
turn from all ungodlineſs, before wrath come up- 
on us to the uttermoſt 3 before iniquity prove our 
ruin! | 


Sometimes, at this hour, another moſt remark-- 
able fight amuſes the curious, and alu ms the vul-- 
gar. A blaze of lambent meteors is kindled, or 
ſome very extraordinary. lights are refracted, in the: 
quarters of the North. "The ſtreams of radianed;. 
like legions ruſhing to the engagement, meet and 


the above- mentioned hints aliude to a moſt terrible, con- 


tagious, and mortal diem er, aging. among the horned: 
caltle, in various parts of the kingdem. 


Hint atis vituli valgo moriuntur in berkiss, 
Et dulces. animas plena ad præſepia reddunt.. 
Balatu hi ne pecorum, et crebris mugitibus amnes, 


Arente/que Jonant ripe, colle e/quc Supt.  _ + Virg.. | 
| . vi. 18. 1 1 22 pants 
G 2 | miogles, 
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mingle, inſomuch that the air ſeems to be all con- 


flifting fire. Within a while they ſtart from one an- 


other; and, like legions in precipitate flight, ſweep, 
each aſcparate way, through the firmament, Now 
they are quieſcent ; anon they are throwg into a 
quivering motion; preſently, the whole horizon is 
illuminated wich the glancing flames. Sometimes, 
with an aſpect awfully ludicrous, they repreſent ex- 
trayagant and antic vagaries ; at other times, you 


would ſuſpect, that ſome inviſible hand was playing 


off the dumb artillery of the ſkies, and, by a ſtrange 
expedient, giving us the flaſh, without the roar. 


Ihe villagers gaze at the ſpectacle, firſt with 


wonder, then with horror. A general panic ſeizes 
the country, Every heart throbs, and every face is 
pale. The crouds that flock together, inſtead of 
diminiſhing, increaſe the dread. © T hey catch con- 
tagion from each other's looks and words; while 
fear is in every eye, and every tongue ſpeaks the 


language of terror. Some ſee hideors ſbapes, ar- 


mies mixing in fierce encounter, or fields ſwimming 


with blood. Some foreſee direful events, ſtates o- 


verthrown, or mighty monarchs tottering on their 
thrones, Others, ſcared with till more frightful 
apprehenſions, think of nothing but the day of 
deom. © Sure,” ſays one, the unalterable hour is 
«. ſtruck, and the end of all things come.” “ See,” 


2 replies another, © how. the blaſtgd ſtars look wan! 


* Are not theſe the figns of the Son of man, co- 
«© ming in the clouds of heaven?“ “ JeEsuUs, pre- 
“ pare us” (cries a third, and lifts his eyes in devo- 


- tion) for the Archangel's trump, and, the great 


% tribunal!” 
If this waving brightneſs, which plays innocent- 
ly over our heads, be ſo amazing to multitudes ; 
what inexpreſſible conſternation muſt overwhelm 
unthinking mortals, when the general conflagration 


| commences ! The day, the dreadful day, is ap- 


proaching, 


OO Rar capers 
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proaching, “ in the which the heavens ſball paſs a- 
% with a great noiſe *, and the elements ſball 
« melt with fervent heat ; the earth alſo, and all 
« the works thit are therein, ſhall be burnt up. 
That mighty hand, which once opened the windows 
from on high, and broke up the fountains of the 
great deep, will then unlock all the magazines of 
fire, and pour a /econd deluge upon the earth. The 
vengeful flames, kindled by the breath of the Al- 
mighty, ſpread themſelves from the centre to the 
circumference, Nothing can withſtand their im- 
petuoſity ; nothing can eſcape their rage. Univer- 
ſal deſolation attends their progreſs, Magnificent 
palaces, and ſolemn temples, are laid in aſhes.. 
Spacious cities, and impregnable towers, are min- 
gled in one fſmoking maſs. Not, only the produc- 
tions of human art, but the works of almighty power, 
are fuel for. the devouring element. The ever-- 


* 2 Pet. iii. 10. I have often thought this verſe an 
eminent inſtance of that kind of beautiful writing, in 
which the very ſeuνh,jc bears · a ſort of fignificancy ; at leaſt, 
carries an exact corre ſpondence with the ſenſe. The ori- 
ginal expreſſion — potyJov—15 one of the hoarſeſt and deep- 
eſt words. in language. Nothing could he more exquiz 
ſnely adapted to allet the ear, as well as impreſs the 
imagination, with the wreck of nature, and the craſh of a 
falling world.—I ſcarce: ever read this clauſe, but it. 
brings to my mind that admired. deſcription in Mil ro: 


n a ſudden open fly,. 38 

With impetuous recoil, and jarring /ound,. 

Tb' infernal doors, and on their hinges gratle 
Harſh tbunder.— © © Book II. I. 879 


Ie. is a pleaſing employ, and a very laudable office of true 
eriticiſm, to point out theſe inferior recommendations of 
the ſacrea claffics.' Though, I believe, the inſpired wri-- 
ters themſelves, amidſt ail the elevation and magnificence.: 
of their divine ideas, diſdained a ſcrupulous attention to 

112 G3; laſtings 


* 
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laſting mountains melt, like the ſnows which cover 

their ſummit. Even vaſt oceans ſerve only to aug- 
ment the inconceivable rapidity and fury of the 
blaze.— O! how ſhall I, or others, ſtand undil- 
mayed amidſt the glare of a burning world, unleſs 
the LoxD JEnovan be our defence? How ſhall we 
be upheld in ſecurity, when the globe itſelf is fink- 


ing in a feery ruin, unleſs the Rock of ages be our 
ſupport ? | 


_ Behold! a new ſpectacle of wonder! The moon is 
making her entry on the eaſtern ſky. See her riſing 
in clouded majeſty ! opening, as it were, and aſſerting 
ker original commiſſion to rule over the night, All 
grand and ſtately, but ſomewhat ſullied is her aſpe ct. 
However, ſhe brightens as ſhe advances ; and grows 
Aearer, as ſhe climbs higher: till, at length, her ſilver 
loſes all its droſs; ſhe unveils her peerleſs light; and 
becomes ** the beauty of heaven, the glory of the 
„ ſtars *; delighting every eye, and cheering the 
whole world, with the brightneſs of her appear- 
ance, and the ſoftneſs of her. ſplendors.—O ! thou 
queen of the ſhades! may it be my ambition to fol- 
low this thy inſtructive example! While others are 
fond to tranſcribe the faſhions of little courts, and 
to mimic perſonages of inferior ſtate ; be it mine to 
unitate thy improving purity! May my conduct 
become more unblemithed, and my temper more 
refined, as I proceed farther and farther, in my 

probationary courſe ! May every ſordid defire wear 
away, and every irregular appetite be gradually loſt, 
as I make nearer approaches to the celeſtial man- 
fions!— Will not this be a comfortable evidence, 
that I too ſhall ſhine in my adored Redeemer's 
kingdom? fhine with a richer luftre, than that 
which radiates from thy reſplendent orb; ſhine 


® Feclas xliii. 9. 5 
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with an unfading luſtre, when every ray that beams 
from thy beauteous ſphere, is totally extinguithed.. 


The day afforded us a variety of entertaining 
fights. Theſe were all withdrawn, at the acceſſion 
of darkneſs. The ſtars, kindly officious, imme- 
diately lent us their aid. This ſerved to alleviate 
the frown of night, rather than to recover the objects 
from their obſcurity. A faint ray, ſcarcely reflected, 
and not from the entire furface of things, gave the 
ſtraining eye a very imperfect glimpſe ; ſuch as ra- 


ther mocked, than ſatisfied viſion. Now the moon 


is riſen, and has collected all her beams, the veil is 
taken off from the countenance of nature, I fee the 
recumbent flocks; I ſee the green hedge-rows, 
though without the feathered' choriſters hopping 
from ſpray to ſpray. In ſhort, I ſee once again the 
world's. great picture; not indeed in its late lively 
colours, but more delicately ſhaded, and arrayed in 


fefter charms *. 


What a majeſtic ſcene is here! incomparably 
grand, and exquiſitely fine !—The moon, like an 
immenſe cryſtal lamp, pendent in the magnificent 
ceiling of the heavens, The ſtars, like ſo many. 
thouſands of golden tapers, fixed in their azure 
ſockets. All pouring their luſtre on ſpacious citics, 
and lofty mountains ; glittering on the ocean ; 
gleaming on the foreſt ; and opening a proſpect, 
wide as the eye can glance, more various than fancy 
can paint F —We are forward to admire the per- 
formances 


* 


Now reigns 8 
Full orb'd the moon. and with more pleaſing 9 
Shadowy ſets off the face of things. LT. 


1 4s when the moon, refulgent lamp of night, 7525 
O'er heav' t clear azure fpreads her ſacred light ; 
] ben not a breath difturbs the deep ſerene, 
And not a cloud vercafts the ſolemn ſcene; 
Around her throne the vivid planets roll, AY 14 
And ftars unnumber'd gild the glowing pole; O'er 


ean ſulpeRt their ſuffering any diſadvantage 
of * t. TU Ec. las xlui. 9 
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formances of human art. A landſcape, elegantly 
defigned, and executed with a. maſterly hand; 


a piece of ſtatuary, which ſeems, amidſt all the ve. 


commendations of exact proportion, and graceful 
attitude, to ſoften into fleſh, and almoſt breathe 
with life; theſe little imitations of nature, we bo- 
hold with a pleaſing ſurpriſe. ' And ſhall we be 
leſs affected, leſs delighted, with the inexpreſſibly 
noble, and completely- -finiſhed original ?-—The am- 


ple dimenſions of Ranelagb's dome ; the gay illumi- 


nations of Yaux hall grove; ſhould {corn to men- 


tion on ſuch an occaſion, were they not the objects 


of general admiration. Shall we be charmed with 
thole puny eſſays of finite ingenuity ; and touched 
with no tranſport at this ſtupendous diſplay of om- 
nipotent {kill ? at the auguſt grandeur, and ſhining 


ſtatelineſs, of the firmament ? which forms an al 


cove for ten thouſand worlds, and is ornamented 
with myriads of everlaſting luminaries. — Surely, 
this muſt betray, not only a total want of religion, 


but the moſt abject littleneſs of rn, and the 1 ut». 


moſt-pcverty of genus. 


Nhe moon is not barely «an as. in he 
high places of the Lok Dy. *,” but of ſignal /ervice 
to the inhabitants of the eanth, How uocomforta- 
ble is deep, pitchy, total darkneſs ! OPTI the 


| O'er the dark trees a ; yellodoer der dure Bed: D e 
Ana lip with fil ver ev'ry moantain's Head; 2 Vs, 


ben Hine the valer; the recks in profpet ſos: - 
A flood of glory burſts from all the. flies ; 


The conſcious. ſwains, rejoicing in the fight, - 
Eye the blue vault, end 25 the. us 22 Fe. 
Jliad' VIII. 


=: tranſcribe theſe. lines, TIP Mr Pope. fays, they e ex- 
| Kibit, in the original, the fineſt night-pigce: in poetsy. 


And, if they are fo beautiful in Homer's language, whe 
om the pen 
| long 
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long abſence of the Winter's ſun. Welcome there- 


fore, thrice welcome, this auſpicious gitt of Provi- 


nce, -to enliven the nocturnal gloom, and line 
with filver the raven-coloured mantle of night.— 
How deſirable to have our ſummer-evenings illu- 
minated ! that we may be able to tread the dewy 
meads, and breathe the delicious fragrance of our 
gardens; eſpecizlly, when the ſultry heats render it 
irkſome and fatiguing, to walk abroad by day.— 
How cheering to the ſhepherd, the uſe of this uni- 
verſal lantern, as he tends his fleecy charge, or late 
conſigus them to their hurdled cots! How con- 
fortable and how advantageous to the mariner, as 
he ploughs the midnight main, to adjuſt the tackling, 
to explore his way, and, under the influence of 
this beaming ſconce, ta avoid the fatal rock !—For 
theſe, and other bencficial purpoſes, the hand of the 
ALMIGHTY has hung the fately branch on high; © 
and filled it with a ſplendor not confined to a fingle 
edifice, or commenſurate to a particular ſquare, but 
diffuſive as the whole extent of the hemiſphere. 


The moſt faithful of our inferior fervants are 


ſometimes tardy in their office, ſometimes negligent 
of their duty. But this celeſtial attendant is moſt 
exactly punctual, at all the ſtated periods of her 
miniſtration, If we chuſe to prolong our journey, 
after the ſun is gone down; the moon, during her 


whole increa/e, is always ready to act in the capa- | 


city of a guide. If we are inclined to ſet out very 
early in the morning; the moon, in her decreaſe, 
prevents the dawn, on purpoſe to offer her aſſiſt - 
ance. And, becauſe it is fo pleafant a thing for the 
eyes to behold the light, the moon, at her full, by 
a courle of unintermitted waiting, gives us, as it 
were, a double day, — How apparently. has the di- 
vine wiſdom intereſted itſelf, in providing even for 
the pleaſurable accommodation of man ! How deſirous, 
that he ſhould want no piece of commodious fur- 

Ar | niture, 
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niture, no kind of delightful convenience ! and, in 
proſecution of theſe benevolent intentions, has an- 
nexed fo valuable an appendage to the terreſtrial 
globe. Juſtly, therefore, does the pſalmiſt cele- 
brate that admirable conſtitution, which ordained 
the moon and the flars to govern the night, as an in- 
ſtance of rich goodneſs, and of mercy which endu- 
reth fer ever *, | 


The moon, it is confeſſed, is no luminous body, 
All the brightneſs, which beautifies her. counte- 
nance, is originally in the ſun, and no more than 
tranſmiſſively in her. That glorious orb is the pa- 
rent of day, and the palace of light. From thence 
the morning - ſtar gilds her horn +; from thence 
the planetary circles are crowned with luſtre; and 
from thence the moon derives all her filver radi- 
ance. It is pleaſing to reflect, that ſuch is the caſe 
with the all-/ufficient Redeemer, and his dependent 
people. We are repleniſhed from his fulneſs. What 
do we poſſeſs, which we have not received; and 
what can we deſire, which we may not expect; from 
that never-failing ſource of all good? He is the 
author of our faith, and the former of our graces. 

In his unſpotted life, we ſce the path; in his meri- 

torious death, the price; and in his triumphant 

reſurrection, the proof of bliſs and immortality. 
It we offend, and fall ſeven times a-day; he is the 
LoxD our feace . If we are depraved, and our 


al. cxxxvi; g. 1 "He a 
IJ I might, to juſtify this expreſſion, obſerve, that the 
Plaret Fenus, con.menly called the morning ftar, is 
found, by our teleſcopes, frequently to appvar horned ; 
or to have a cre/cent of light, ſomewhat like the moon, 
a litile before or after her conjunction. Put this would be 
a remark too deep and refined for my ſcheme; which 
proceeds only upon a ſuperficial knowledge, and the moſt 
- ebvigus appearances, of nature. 1 Judg.vi 44. 
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beſt deeds very unworthy; he is the LorD our 
righteouſneſs d. If we are blind, and even brutiſh, 
in heavenly knowledge 3 he is the LorD our wiſ 
dom : his word diſpels the ſhades; his Spirit ſcat» 
ters the intellectual gloom ; his eye looks our dark- 
neſs into day. In ſhort, we are nothing, and 
% CHRIST is all.” Wore than defective in our- 
ſel ves, we are complete in him.” So that if we 
ſhine, it is with delegated rays, and with borrowed 
light, We act by a ſtrength, and glory in merits, 
not our own —- Ol! may we be thoroughly ſenſible 
of our dependence on the Saviour! May we con- 
tantly imbibe lis propitious beams; and never, by 
indulging '#nbelizf, or backſliding into folly, with- 
draw our ſouls from his benigh influences ! Leſt we 
loſe our comfort, and our holineſs; as the fair ruler 
of the night loſes her ſplendor, 'when her urn is 

turned from its fountain , and receives no more 
communications of ſolar effulgence. | 

0 2 7. t. N "TI , 

The moon is inceflantly varying, thee | in her 

aſpect, or her ſtages —Sometimes ſhe looks full up- 


on us, and her viſage is all uſtre. Sometimes ſhe 


appears in profile, and ſhews us only half her enlight- 
ened-face. Anon, a-radiant creſcent but juſt adorns 
her brow. Soon, it dwindles into a ſlender ſtreak. 
Till, at length, all her beauty vaniſhes, and ſhe 
becomes a beamleſs orb.—Sometimes the riſes with 
the deſcending day; abd begins her proceſſion a- 
midſt admiring multitudes. Ere long, ſhe defers 
her progreſs till the midnight watches; and ſteals 
unobſerved upon the ſleeping world. —Sometimes 


fer. xxiii. 6.. + 1 Cor. i. 30. 
1 Alluding to thoſe truly poetical lines in Milton, 


 Hither as to their fountain, other flars 


n „in their golden urns draw N | 
4 Par. loft, b « VIL, lin. * 
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ſhe juſt enters the edges of the weſtern Horizon, 
and drops us a ceremonious viſit. Within a while, 
ſhe ſets out on her nightly tour from the oppokte 
regions of the eaſt; traverſes the whole hemiſphere ; 
and never offers to withdraw, till the more reful- 
gent partner of her {way renders her preſence un- 
neceflary,—In a word, ſhe is, while converſant a- 
mong vs, {till waxing or waning, and“ never con- 
* tinueth in one ſtay.” , | 


Such is the moon; and ſuch are all /ublunary 
things; expoſed to perpetual viciſſitudes. How 
often, and how ſoon, have the faint echoes of re- 
noun ſlept in ſilence, or been converted into the 
clamours of obloquy ! The ſame lips, almoſt with 
the ſame breath, cry Hoſanna, and Crucify. —Have 
not riches confeſſed their notorious treachery, a 
thouſand and a thouſand times? Either melting a- 
way, like ſnow in our hands, by inſenſible degrees; 
or eſcaping, like a winged priſoner from its cage, 
with a precipitate flight. — Have we not known the 
bridegroom's cheſet an antechamber to the fomb ; and 
heard the voice which ſo lately pronounced the 
ſparkling pair huſband and wife, proclaim an ever- 
laſting divorce ; and ſeal the decree with that ſo- 
lemn afleveration, ** Aſhes to aſhes, duſt to duſt.” 
—Our friends, though the medicine of life; our 
health, though the balm of nature ; are a moſt pre- 
carious poſſeſſion. How ſoon may the firſt become 
a corpſe in our arms; and how eaſily is the laſt de- 
ſtroyed in its vigour !—You have ſeen, no doubt, 
a ſet of pretty painted birds, perching on your trees, 
or ſporting in your meadows. You was pleaſed 
with the lovely viſitants, that brought beauty on 
their wings, and melody in their throats. - But 
could you enſure the continuance of this agreeable 
entertainment? No, truly. At the leaſt diſturbing 
noiſe, at the leaſt terrifying appearance, they . 

„ | "Om 
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from their ſeats; they mount the ſkies; and are 
gone in an inſtant, are gone for ever. Would you 
chuſe to have a happineſs, which bears date with 
their arrival, and expires at their departure? If 
ou could not be content with a portion, enjoyable 
only through ſuch a fortuitous term, not of years, 
but of moments, O! take up with nothing carth- 
ly ; ſet your affections on things abo ve; there alone 
is „no variableneſs or ſhadow of turning.” 
Job is not a more illuſtrious pattern of patience, 
than an eminent exemplification of this remark. — 


View him in his private eftate, He heaps up ſilver 


as the duſt ; he waſhes his ſteps in butter; and the 
rock pours him out rivers of oil, —View him in his 
public character. Princes revere his dignity ; the aged 
liſten to his wiſdom; every eye beholds him with 
delight; every tongue loads him with bleſſings, — 
View him in his domeſtic circumſtances, On ore 
hand, he is defended by a troop of ſons; on the 
other, adorned with a train of daughters; and 
on all fides, ſurrounded by © a very great houſe. 
hold,” —Never was human felicity ſo conſummate ; 
never was diſaſtrous revolution ſo ſudden.—The 


lightning, which conſumed his cattle, was not 


more terrible, and ſcarce more iaſt antaneous. The 
joyful parent is bereft. of his offspring, and his 
* children are buried in death.” The man of af- 
fluence is ſtript of his abundance ; and he, who was 


clothed in ſcarlet, embraces the dunghill. The ve- 


nerable patriarch is the deriſion of ſcoundrels ; and 
the late darling of an indulgent providence, is be- 
come a brother to dragons, a companion of 
„ owls.” —Nor need we go back to former ages, 
for proofs of this afflicting truth. In our times, 
in all times, the wheel continues the ſame inceſſant 
whirl. And frequently thoſe, who are triumphing, 
to-day, in the higheſt elevation of joy; to-mor- 
row, are bemoaning the inſtability of mortal affairs, 
| VoL. II. H in 
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in the very depths of miſery *.— Amidſt ſo much 
fluQuation and uncertainty, how wretched is the 
condition, which has no anchor of the ſoul, ſure 
and ſtedfaſt? May thy loving-kindneſs, O Gop, 
be our preſent treaſure; and thy future glory our 
reverſionary inheritance ! Then ſhall our happi- 
neſs not be like the full-orbed moon, which is ** a 
light that decreaſeth in its perfection;“ but like 
the ſun, when he goeth forth in his ſtrength, and 
knoweth no other change, but that of ning more 
and more unto the perfect day. 


Methinks, in this ever - varying ſphere, I ſec a re- 
preſentation, not only of our temporal advantages, 
but alſo of our ſpiritual emer, Such, I 
am ſure, is what the kind partiality of a friend 
would call my righteouſneſs : and ſuch I am apt to 


I believe, I may venture to apply, what the Tema- 
nile ſays of the affairs of the wicked, to all ſublunary 
things, as a true deſcription of their very great in/tab:- 
Ity. Job xxii. 16. FIND fn rendered by 
Schultens, Flumen fuſum fundamentam eorum. Their 
foundation (or what they reckon their moft ſolid and 
1able poſſeſſion) is a flood poured ou1,—Which is one of 
the boldeſt images, and moſt poetical beauties, I ever 
met with in any language, ſaered or profane. In or- 
Aer to have a tolerable conception of the image, and a 
taſte of its beauty, you muſt ſuppoſe a torrent of waters 
ruſhing in broken cataracts, and with impetuous rapidity, 
from a ſteep and craggy mountain. Then, imagine to 
yourſelf an edffice, built upon the ſurge of this rolling 
precipice ; which has no other baſis than one of thole 
headlong whirling waves. Was there ever ſuch a 
repreentation of tranfitory proſperity, tending, with in- 
conceivable ſwiftneſs, unto ruin? Vet ſuch is every 
form of human felicity, that is not grounded on Isus, 

and a participation of his merits, who is the Rock of a- 
ges; en Jesus, and his image formed in our hearts, which 


is the Lope glory. 


ſuſpect, 
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ſuſpect “, is the righteouſneſs of every man living. 
Now we exerciſe it, in ſome few inſtances, in ſome li- 
tle degrees. Anon, ſin revives, and leads our fouls in- 
to a tranſient, though unwilling captivity, Now we 
aremzek; but ſoon a ruflling accident intervenes, and 
turns our compoſure into a fretful diſquietude. Now 
we are humble; ſoon we reflect upon ſome inconlicler- 
able or imaginary ſuperiority over others, and a ſud- 
den elatement ſwells our minds. Now, perhaps, we 
poſſeſs a clean heart, and are warm with holy love, 
But O! how eaſily is the purity of our affections 
ſullied; how ſoon the fervour of our gratitude 
cooled ! And is there not ſomething wy even in 
our beſt moments? Something to be a/bzmzd of in 


| all we are; ſomething to be repented of in all we d? 
* I would not be underſtood, as meaſuring, in thig re- 
} ſpect, otbers by myſelf; but as taking my eltimate from 
| the unerring ſtandard of ſcripture. And indeed, pro- 
- ceeding on this evidence, ſupported by this authority, L[ 
/ might have ventured farther than a bare icin. For 
- «+ there is not a % man upon earth, that dota good, 
y and ferneth not, ſays the Spirit of inſpiration by So- 
„ loman, (Eccl. vii. 20.) —Nay, ſoch is the purity, and ſo 
d extenſive are the demands of the divine law, that an a- 
f poſtle makes a ſtill more humbling acknoviedgment, 
r «+ In many things we offend all.” (Jam. iii. 2.) — Aud 
— the vnerring teacher, who moſt thoroughly knew our 
a frame, directs the moſt advanced, moſt eſtabliſhed, aud 
8 moſt watchful Chrifttian:, to pray daily for the forgive- 
7 neſs of their daily treſpaſſes.— To which teſtimonies, I 
0 beg leave to add an elegant paſſage from the Canticles; 
g becauſe it not only expreſſes the ſentiment of this para- 
le graph, but illuſtrates it by the very ſame ſimilitude. She 
a (che church) is fair as the moon, clear as the ſun. Fair 
1- as the moon, the leſſer and changeable light, in her an, 
V tification : clear as the ſun, the greater and invariable lu · 
8. minary, in her ju/tification. The inherent holineſs of 
2 believers being imperfect, and ſubject to many inequal - 
ch ties; while their imputed Tighteouineſs is every way 

| complete, and canſtanily like itſelf, Cant. vii 10. 
N. a 303 With 
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With what gladneſs, therefore, and adoriog 
thankfulneſs, ſhould we ſubmit to the righteouſ- 
*«« neſs of our incarnate Gop;' and receive, as a 
divine gift, what cannot be ee by human 
works *!1—A writer of the firſt diſtinction, and 
niceſt diſcernment, ſtyles the obedience of our glo- 
rious Surety, an everlafting righteouſneſs f: ſuch 
as was fubject to no interruption, nor obſcured by 
the leaſt blemiſh ; but proceeded always in the ſame 
uniform tenor, of the moſt ſpotleſs perfection.— 
This righteouſneſs, in another ſepſe, anſwers the 
prophet's exalted deſcription; as its beneficial and 
ſovereign efficacy knows no end; but laſts through 
all our life; laſts in the trying hour of death; laſts 
at the deciſive day of judgment; laſts through every 
geacration; and will laſt to all eternity. 


Sometimes I have ſeen that reſplendent globe 
ffript of her radiance ; or, according to the empha- 
tical language of ſcripture, „turned into blood.“ 
The earth, interpoting with its opake body, inter- 
_ ecpted the ſolar rays, and caſt its own gloomy ſha- 
dow on the moon. The malignant influence gain- 

ed upon her ſickening orb; extinguiſhed, more and 
more, the feeble remainders of light; till at length, 
like one in a deep ſwoon, no comelineſs was left iu 
her countenance ; ſhe was totally overſpread with 
darkneſs.— At this juncture, what a multitude of 
eyes were gazing upon the rueful ſpectacle ! even 
of thoſe eyes, which diſregarded the empreſs of the 
night, or beheld her with indifference; when, ro- 
bed in glory, and riding in her triumphal charior, 
the ſhed a ſofter day through the nations. But now, 
under theſe circumſtances of diſgrace, they watch 
her motions with the moſt prying attention. In e- 
very place, her misfortune is the object of genera] 
. obſerration ; and the prevailing topic of diſcourſe, 
in every COMPANY. 


Rom. v. 17,—X, z. + Dan, ix. 24: 
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Is it not thus with regard to per/ens of eminence 
in their reſpective ſpheres! Kings, at the head of 
their ſubjects ; nobles, ſurrounded with their de- 
pendents ; and (after names of fo much grandeur, 
may I be allowed to add?) miniſters labouring a- 
mong their people *, are each in a conſpicuous ſta- 
tion, Their conduct in its minuteft ſtep, eſpecially 
in any miſcarriage, will be narrowly ſurveyed, and 
critically ſcanned, Can there be a louder call, to 
poadeſhe paths of their feet, and to be particu- 
larly jealous over all their ways? —Thoſe who move 
in interior life, may groſsly offend ; and little alarm 
be given, perhaps no notice taken, But it is not 
to be expected, that the leaſt ſlip in their carriage, 
the leaſt flaw in their character, will paſs undiſco- 
vered. Malice, with her eagle-eyes, will be ſure to 
diſcern them; while Cenſure, with her {hrill trum- 
pet, will be as far from concealing them ; as Calum- 
uy, with her treacherous whiſpers, from extenua- 
ting them. A planet may ſink below the horizon; 
or a ſtar, for ſeveral manths, withdraw its ſhining ; - 
and ſcarce one in ten thouland perceive the lols. 
But, if the moon ſuffers a tranſient eclipſe, almoſt 
half the world are ſpectators of her diſhonour. 
Very different was the caſe, when, at this late 
hour, I have taken a ſolitary walk on the Weſtern 
cliffs. At the foot of the ſteep mountain, the ſea, 
all clear and ſmooth, ſpread itſelf into an immenſe 
plain, and held a watwry mirror to the ſkies, Ja- 
finite heights above, the firmament ſtretched its 
azure expanſe, beſpangled with unnumbered ſtars, 
and adorned with the non, “ walking in bright- 
«* neſs +.” She ſeemed to contemplate herfelf, with . 
a peculiar pleaſure ; while the tran/parent ſurface, 
both received, and returned, her filver image. 


Jr are the light of the world. A city that is ſet on 
an hill, cannot be hid, Match. v. 14 a 

1 Job xxxi. 20, | | 
H 3 Here, 


f 
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Here, inſtead of being covered with ſackcloth, fic 
ſhone with double luſtre; or rather, with a luſtre 
multiplied, in proportion to the number of benold- 
ers, and their various fituations. 

Such, methinks, is the effect of an exemplary 
behaviour, in perſons of exalted rank. Their courſe, 
as it is nobly diſtinguiſhed, ſo it will be happily in- 
fHuential. Others will catch the diffuſive ray; and 


be ambitious to reſemble a pattern fo attracting, ſo 


commanding, * Their amiable qualities will dot ter- 
minate in themſelves; but we ſhall ſee them reflected 
from their families, their acquaintance, their retain- 
ers. Juſt as we may now behotd another moon, trem- 
bling “ in the ſtream, glittering in the canal, and diſ- 
playing its lovely impreſs on every collection of waters, 


The moon, philoſophy ſays, is a fort of ſove- 


reign over the great deep, Her orb, like a royal 
iceptre, ſways the ocean, and actuates the fluid 
yealms, Ir ſwells the tides, and perpetuates the re- 
ciprocal returns of ebb and flow. By which means, 
the liquid element purges off its filth; and is Pre. 
ſerved from being putrefied itſelf, and from poiſon- 
ing the world. — Is the moon thus operative on the 
vaſt abyſs? And ſhall not the faith of eternal and 
inf. nite delights to come, be equally efficacious on 


this ſoul of mine? - Far above her argent fields, 


are treaſures of happineſs, unſeen by mortal eye, by 
mortal ear unheard, and unconceived by any hu- 
man imagination. In that defirable world, the moſt 
d iſtinguiſhed and exalted honours alſo are conferred ; 
u compariſon with which, the thrones and diadems 
of earthly monarchs are empty pageants, and child- 
ith toys. Yonder arch gf ſapphire, with all ies 
{pangles of gold, is but the floor of thoſe divine a- 
kodes, What then are the apartments; what is 


* Sphrdet' tremulo ſub luniae portus, Virg. 
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the palace? how bright with glor ies; how rich with 
bliſs! 
Ol ye manſions of bleſſedneſs; ye beauties of 
my Father's kingdom ; which far outſhine theſe 
lamps of the viſible heaven; tranſmit your ſweet and 
winning invitations to my heart, Attract, and refine, 
all my affeftions. Withdraw them from flagnating 
on the ſordid thores of fleſh; never ſuffer them to 
ſertle upon the impure lees of ſenſe; but imprefs 
them with emotions of reſtlets deſire after ſublime 
and celeſtial joys:— Joys, that will proceed, ſtill pro- 
ceed, ina copious aud everlaſting How, when ſcas thall 
ceaſe to roll: — Joys, that will charm every faculty 
with unimaginable pleaſure; when the moon, with 
her waxing ſplendors, ſhall cheer our fight no more. 


— 7 n 
a. * 


r 0 
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Enough for the preſent evening. My thoughts 
have been ſufficiently exerciſed, and my ſteps begin 
to be attended with wearineſs. Let me obey the 
admonition of nature; and give reſpite to my me- 
ditations, lumber to my eyes. — But ſtay.— Shall I 
retire to the bed of ſleep, with as little ceremo- 
ny, and with as much inattention, as the brutes to 
their ſordid lair? Are no acknowledgments due to 
that divine Being, who is the ſupport of my life, 
and the length of my days? Have I no farther 
need of his protecting care; no more occaſion for 
dhe bleflings of his goodneſs ?—Lepidus, perhaps, 
may laugh at the bended knee; and have a thou- 

IR fand darts of raillery, ready to diſcharge on the 

| 1 practice of devotion. The wits, I know, are un- 
= mercifully ſevere on what they call the drudgery of 
prayer, and the fantaſtical rant of praiſe, Theſe 
fp they leave to the illiterate labourer, and the mean 
mechanic; or treat them, with a contemptuous 

; F* facer, as the parſon's ignoble trade. 
4 Is it then an inſtance of ſuper/titious blindneſs, 
= to diſtinguiſh ; or of -whimifical zeal, to celebrate, 
; the 
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the moſt ſupereminent excellency and merit? Is it 
an ungraceſul buſineſs, or does it argue a grovelling 
diſpoſition, to magnify goodneſs, tranſcendently 
rich and diffuſive ?—What can be ſo truly beco- 
ming a dependent fiete, as to pay our adoring ho- 
mage to the Author of all peytettion ; and pro- 
feſs our devoted allegiance to the ſupreme almighty 
Governour of the univerſe? Can any thing more 
fignificantly beſpeak an ingenuous temper, or admi- 
niſter a more real ſatisfaction to its fineſt feelings, 
than the exerciſes of penitential devotion ? by which 
we give vent to an honeft anguith, or melt into filial 
ſorrow, for our inſenſibility to the beſt of friends, 
for our difobedience to the beft of parents ?—ln a 
word, can there be a more /ublime pleaſure, than 
to dwell, in fixed con emplation, on the beauties of 
the eternal Mind ; the amiable Original of all that 
is fair, grand, and harmonious ; the beneficent 
Giver of all that is convenient, comfortable, . and 
uſeful? Can there be a more advantageous employ, 
than to preſent our 1<queſts to the Father of mer- 
cies ; Opening our minds to. the irradiations of his 
wiſdom, and all the faculties of our ſouls to the 
communications of his grace Alt is ſtrange, unac- 
countably ſtrange, that the notion of dignity in ſen- 
timent, and the purſuit of refined enjoyment, ſhould 
ever be diſunited from devotion. That perſons, 
who make pretenſions to an improved taſte, and 
exalted genius, ſhould neglect this moſt ennohling 
intercourſe with the wiſeſt and- beſt ot beings ; the 
inexhauſtible Source of honour and joy, 

Shall I be deterred from approaching this ſource 
of the pureſt delight? dererred from purſuing this 
higheſt improvement of my nature? deterred from 
all by a formidable banter, or confuted by one ir- 
refragable ſmile ?—No : let the moon, in her re- 
fplendent ſphere; and yonder pole, with all its 
fiarry tram; wins, if L be ſilent even or morn ; 
Job it 
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if I refrain to kindle in my heart, and breathe from 
my lips, the reaſonable incenſe of praiſe ; praiſe to 
that great and glorious Gop, who formed the earth, 
and built the ſkies; who poured from his hand the 
watery world, and ſhed the all-ſurrounding air a- 
broad.—** Thou alſo madeſt the night, Maker om- 


nipotent! and thou, the day; which I, though 
leſs than the leaſt of all thy mercies, have paſſed 
in ſafety, tranquillity, and comfort.-When I 
was loſt in the extravagance of dreams, or lay 
immerſed in the inſenfibility of fleep, thy hard 


'recovered me from the temporary lethargy. Thy 
hand ſet a new, a delicately fine edge, on all ny 


blunted /en/es ; and ſtrung my ſinews with re- 
cruited vigour, When my thoughts were be- 
numbed and ſtupefied, thy quickening influence 
rouſed them into activity; when they were 
diſconcerted and wild, thy regulating influ- 
ence reduced them into order: reſitting me at 
once, to reliſh the innocent entertainments of 
an animal, and to enjoy the ſublime gratifica- 
tions of a rational capacity. —When darknefs 
covered the creation, at thy command, the 


ſun aroſe;; painted the flowers, and diſtinguiſh- 


ed every object; gave light to my feet, and 


gave nature with all her beautiful ſcenes, to my 
eye.—To thee, O thou Gon of my ſtrength, I 


owe the continuance of my being, and the viva- 
city of my conſtitution. By thy ſacred order, 
without any conſciouſneſs of mine, the wheels of 
life move, and the crimſon fountain plays. Over- 
ruled by thy exquiſite {kill, it transforms itſelf, 
by the niceſt operations of an inexplicable kind of 
chemiſtry, into a variety of the fineſt ſecretions : 
which glide into the muſcles, and ſwell them for 
action; or pour themſelves into the fluids, and 
repair their inceſſant decays : which cauſe cheer 
1 5 1 „ fulncts 
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« fulneſs to ſparkle in the eye, and health to bloom 
in the cheek, a 
Dijſaſtrous accidents, injurious to the peace of 
„my mind, or fatal to the welfare of my body, be- 
« ſet my paths. But thy faithfulneſs and truth, 
like an impenetrable thield, guarded me all a- 
„ round. Under this divine protection, I walked 
« {ſecure amidſt legions of apparent perils; and paſſ- 
« ed unhurt, through a far greater multiplicity of 
„ unſeen evils. Not one of my bones was broken; 
* not a ſingle ſhaft grazed upon my eaſe; even 
„ when the eye that watched over me, ſaw, in its 
« wide ſurvey, thouſands falling befide me in irre- 
„ coverable ruin, and ten thouſands deeply wound- 
„% ed, on my fight hand.—If ſickneſs has at any time 
ſaddened my chamber, or pain harrowed my 
fleſh ; it was a wholeſome diſcipline, and a graci- 
ous ſeverity. The chaſtiſement proved a ſove- 
- ** reign medicine, to cure me of an immoderate 
fondneſs for this imperfect troubleſome ſtate, and 
to quicken my deſires after the unembittered en- 
joyvments of my eternal home.—Has not thy mu- 
nificence, unwearied and unboundes, ſpread my 
table; and furniſhed it with the fineſt wheat; 
repleniſhed it with marrow and faineſs ? While 
* temperance ſweeiened the bowl; appetite ſeaſon- 
ed the diſh ; contentment and gratitude crowned 
* the repaſt. Has not thy kindueſs, O Gon of the 
families of //racl, preſerved my affectionate rela- 
tions ; who ſtudy, by their tender offices, to 
ſoften every care, and heighten every joy? Has 
not thy kindueis given me valuable friends, 
* whole preſence is a cordial, io cheer me in a de- 
j-&ed hour; and whole converſation mingles im- 
* provement with delight? _ 1 
When fin lay diſguiſed amidſt flowery ſcenes of 
*« pleaſure; enlightened by thy wiſdom, 1 diſcerned 
5 the latent miſchief; made reſolute by thy grace, 
| «66 ] 
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I /bnned the luſcious bane. If, through the im- 
pulſe of ſenſuality, or the violence of paſſion, I 
have been hurried into the ſnare, and ſtung by 
the ſerpent ; thy faithful admonitions have re- 
called the fooliſh wanderer; while the blood of 


thy Son has healed his deadly wounds.—Some, no 


doubt, have been cut off in the midft of their 
iniquities ; and tranſmitted from the thrillings of 
polluted joy, to the agonies of eternal defpair : 
whereas, I have been diſtinguiſhed” by long-fuf- 
fering mercy ; and, inſtead of lifting up my eyes 
in torments, to behold a heaven irrecoverably 
loſt ; I may lift them up under the pleaſing views 
of being admitted, ere-long, into thoſe abodes of 
endleſs felicity.—In the mean time, thou haſt 
vouchſafed me the revelation of thy will ; the 
influences of thy Spirit ; and abundance of the 
moſt effectual aids, for advancing in knowledge, 
and growing in gadlinels ; for Veda more 
conformable to thy image, and more meet for 
thy preſence ; for taſting the pleaſures of reli- 
gion, and ſecuring the riches of eternity. ” 
How various is thy beneficence, O thou lover 
of ſouls ! It has unſealed a thouſand ſources of 
good; opened a thoufand avenues of delight; 
and heaped bleflings upon me, with a ceaſeleſs 
liberality. If I ſhould attempt to declare them, 
they would be more than the farry hot, which 
glitter in this unclouded ſky ; more than the dewy 

gems, which will adorn the face of the morning. 


* And ſhall I forget the Gop of my ſalvation, 
the author of all my mercies ? Rather let my 
pulſe forget to beat !—Shall I render him u ex- 
preflions of thankfulneſs? Then might all na- 
ture reproach my ingratitude.—Shall I reſt ſatiſ- 


“ fied with the bare acknowledgment of my lips? 
„No: let my life be vocal, and ſpeak his praiſe, 
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* 


in that only genuine, that moſt emphatical lan- 


guage—the language of devout obedience. Let 
the bill be drawn upon my very heart ; let all 
my affections ackrowledge the draught ; and let 
the whole tenour of my actions, in time and 
through eternity, be continually paying the debt, 
—the ever-plealing, ever-growing debt of duty, 
veneration, and love. 

„ And can I, O thou guide of my goings, and 
guardian of all my intereſts,—can I diſtruſt ſuch 
ſignal, ſuch experienced good neſs? Thou ha/? 
been. my helper, through all the buſy ſcenes of 
day: therefore under the ſhadow of thy wings will 
I repoſe myſelf, during the darkneſs, the dan- 
ger, and death-like inactivity, of the night. 
Whatever defilement I have contracted, waſh it 
thoroughly away, in redeeming blood; and let 
neither the ſinful tain, nor the ſinful inclination, 
accompany me to my couch !—Then ſhall 7 Jay 
me down in peace, and take my reſt ; cheerfully 
referring it to thy all-wiſe determination, whe- 
ther I ſhall open my eyes in this world, or awake 
in the unknown regions of another.” 


The END. 
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There dwells a noble pathos in the flies, 


Which warms our paſſuns, proſelytes cur hearts: 

How eloquently ſhines the glowing pole 

With what authority it gives its charge, 

Remonſtrating great truths in ſtyle ſublime ! 
Night-Thoughts, Ne IX, 
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7 en the ſummit of a hill. The advancing 
| night withdraws the rural proſpect; opens the 
beauties of the ſky, 99—Fragrance of the blooming 
beans, 100—The heavens a noble field for the diſplay 
of the divine perfections, 101 —Folly of judicial aſtro- 
 lbogy ; right uſe of contemplating the ſtars, 102— 
A ſretch of the moſt remarkable diſcoveries of our 
modern aftronomy, 103—Religion and neceſſury buſe- 
neſs, religion and innocent pleaſure, as conſiſlent as 
the annual and diurnal motions of the earth, 105 — 
The ſun, its enormous fize, 107—Stars, the centres 
6f ſyſtems ; their inconcetvable diſtance, 108 —Q0ther 
Nies furniſbed with other flars, ib.—The great- 
= neſs of the Creator, 110 —The preceding obſer- 
= vations inculcate humility, ib. —Shew the littlene/j5 
sf terreſtrial things, 1114 — The flupendous conds- 
ſcenſion of Gop, in his gracious regards to the chit- 
dren of men. 113—The prodigious hainouſneſs of hu- 
man guilt, 116—The richneſs of CHRISTH's atone- 
ment, and its complete ſufficiency for the mot depls- 
rable caſes of fin and miſery, 118—The power of God 
manifeſted in the flarry heavens ; this the Chriſtian's 
conſtant ſafeguard, and ſure reſource, 122— The mi- 
ſeraòle condition of the ungodly, who have Dmnipotence 
for their enemy, 121—The unwearied patience of this 
almighty Being, 128—The wiſdom of GoD, diſplayed 
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in the fhies ; ſubmiſſion to his diſpenſations ; even 

when they ſeem maſt frowning end ſevere , all ſpring 

|| from love, and will terminate in good, 129—The 
| goodneſs of Gop, diffuſed through the vaſt ſyſtem of 
created things, but far more illuſtricuſiy exemplified 
in the work of redemption ; the former view gives a 
moſt amiabie, the latter a perfettly raviſhing, idea of 
| the divine beneficence, r34—The purity Gop, 
| faintly repreſented by the unſpotted firmament : the 
i de filement of ſinful man ; the immaculate excellence | 
/ his Surety, 140—The unmeaſurable dimenſions 
j of the ſty ; the greater extent of the divine bounty 
and mercy ; the laſt of theſe ſubjects, being ſo pe- 
culiariy comfortable to finners, conſidered ſome- 
what copioufly, 145 — What ſuſtains the arch of 
heaven, and ſupports the globes it contains the ſame 
inviſible hand upholds the Chriſtian in his courſe, 152 
— The faithfulneſs of Gop pourtrayed, in the flabi- 
lity of the heavenly bodies, and perpetuity of their 
motions ; the unreaſonableneſs of our unbelief ; motives 
to an aſſured faith, 156—Various attributes of. the 
divine nature appear with a glimmering light in the 
celeſtial luminaries ; all ſhine forth, with the fulleſt 
luftre, in CHrRisT JESUS, 159—The dignity of 
prayer, and happineſs of having Gop for our por- | 
tion, 164-—The horrible ingratitude, and deſtruftive | 
perverſeneſs, of living without Gop in the world, | 
166—1! the rolling worlds on high, punctualiy obe: | 
dient to their Maler's orders, are a pattern, in this 
reſpect, and a provocative to the rational creation, r69 
—The gradual appearance of flars ; and progreſſive 
flate of a true converſion, 174—The multitude of 
ftars ; eſpecially in the galaxy the more attentively 
ſurveyed, the greater numter diſcovered ; this appli- 
ed to the unſearchable treaſures of wiſdom in the ſcrip- 
tures, of merit in CHRIST, of bliſs in heaven, 175 | 
dye celeſtial bodies diſpoſed in ſuch a manner, as to 
be delightful and ſerviceable to man ; adorn his — | 

h | 1 2 an 
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and meaſure his time; a ſilent admonition this, to 
improve the talent, 168—Brightneſs of the ſtars ; en- 
couragement to fidelity in the miniſterial office, 180— 
Polar ftar ; its invariable ſituation ; guide to the an- 
cient mariners ; ſuch the word of God to our ſouls ; 
perſuaſive to follow its unerring diftates, ib.—Variety 
in the magnitude, and ſplendor, of the flars ; differ- 
ent degrees in the world of glory ; yet all the bleſſed 
completely happy, 182 - Prejection and attraction, the 
grand principles that actuate the planetary ſyſtem ; 
faith and love bear much the ſame proportion, in the 
economy of Chriſtianity, 184—The admirable effefs 
and extenſive influences of attraction; the agency of 
the HoLy GnosT on the human mind, 186—Vaſt 
gradation in the ſcale of beings : all are objects M the 
divine care, and full of the divine preſence, 189 — 
The ſurpaſſing worth of an immortal ſoul ; a ſolicitude 
for its final welfare urged, 195 —An unthinking view: 
of the ſhies is affecting; much more à rational and de- 
vout one, 197—The ſcantineſs of our knowledge, with 
regard to the celeſtial bodies; after all our ſearch, 
they are objects of admiration, rather than of ſcience : 
exhortation to ſuch purſuits, as are of eaſy attain- 
ment, and will be of everlaſtiug advantage, 198— 
| Short recapitulation of the whole ; and an hymn of 
= praiſe, ſuited to th occaſion, 201. N | 
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VNV. B. It may ſeem unaccountable to an unlearn- 
ed reader, that aſtronomers ſhould ſpeak ſuch ama- 
zing things, and ſpeak them with ſuch an air of a- 

ſurance, concerning the diſtances and magnitudes, 
the motions and relations of the heavenly bodies. 

I would deſire ſuch a perſon to confider the caſe of 
EcLiPsEs, and with what exactneſ they are calcu 
lated. They are not oaly foretold, but the very 
inſtant of their beginning is determined. The pre- 

ciſe time of their continuance is aſſigned ;_afligned, 
almoſt to the nicety of a moment; and, what is 
"T4 {till 


7 
"2 
x 
N 
” 
* 
* 
2 
i 
war 
4 
7 
.* 
* ; 
C 
5 N 
f by 
4 
* 
* 


93 The CONTENTS, 


ſtill more farprifing, for the ſpace 6F hundreds or 
thonſands of years to come. As this is a matter of 
fact, abſolutely indiſputable ; it is alſo a very obvi- 
ous, yet ſolid demonſtration, that the principles of 
ſcience, on which thoſe calculations proceed, are 
not mere. conjecture, or precarious ſuppoſition ; 
but have a real, a certain foundation, in the nature 
and conſtitution of chings. 
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STARRY HEAVENS. 


LYK HIS evening, I exchange the nice re- 

®f op N treats of art, for the noble theatre of na- 
Na ture. Inſtead of meaſuring my ſteps, 
K. . under the covert of an arbour ; let me 
range along the ſummit of this gently-riſing hill. 
—There is no need of the leafy ſhade, fince the 
fun has quitted the hgrizon, and withdrawn his 
ſcorching beams. But ſee, how advantages and 
inconveniencies are uſually linked, and chequer our 
affairs below ! If the anneying heat ceaſes, the land- 
rape, and its pleaſing ſcenes, are alſo removed. 
The majeſtic caſtle, and the lowly cottage, are va- 
niſned together. I have loſt the aſpiring mountain, 
and its ruſſet brow; I look round, but to no pur- 
poſe, for the humble vale, and its flowery lap. The 
plains whitened with flacks, and the heath yellow 
with furze, diſappear. The advancing night has 
wrapt in darkneſs. the long - extended foreſt, .and. 
drawn her mantle over the windings of the ſilver 
ſtream. I no longer behold that luxuriant fertility. 
in the fields; that wild magnificence of proſpect, 
and endleſs. variety of images; which have ſo often 
touched me with delight, and ſtruck me with awe, 
from this commanding eminence... . ee 
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" The loſs, however, is ſcarcely to be regretted ; 
fince it is amply compenſated by the opening beau- 
ties of the ſky. Here I enjoy a free view of the 
whole hemiſphere ; without any obſtacle from be- 
low, to confine. the exploring eye ; or any cloud 
from above, to overcaſt the ſpacious concave, Tis 


true, the lively vermilion, which ſc lately ſtreaked 
-the chambers of the Weſt, is all faded. But the 
Planets, one after another, light up their lamps; 


the fars advance in their glittering train ; a thou- 
ſand and a thouſand luminaries ſhine forth in ſuc- 


c eſſive ſplendors ; and the whole firmament is kin- 


dling into-the moſt beautiful glow. The blueneſs of 
the zther, heightened by the ſeaſon of the year, 
and ftill more enlivened by the ab/exce of the moon, 
gives thoſe gems of heaven the ſtrongeſt luſtre. 

- One pleaſure more, the invading gloom has not 


been able to ſnatch from my ſenſe. The night ra- 


ther improves, than deſtroys, the fragance which 
exhales from the blooming beans, With theſe, the 
fides of this ſloping declivity are lined; and with 


theſe, the balmy zephyrs perfume their wings. 


Does Arabia, from all her ſpicy groves, breathe a 
more liberal, or a more charming gale of ſweets ? 


And, what is a peculiar recommendation of the ru- 


ral entertainments preſented in our happy land, 
they are alloyed by no apprehenſions of danger. No 


Poiſonous ſerpent lurks under the bloſſom; nor a- 
ny ravenous beaſt lies ready to ſtart from the thick- 


et.—But I wander from a far more exalted ſubj ect. 
My thoughts, like my affections, are too eaſily di- 
verted from the heavens, and detained by inferior 
objects. Away, my attention, from theſe little 


blandiſhments of the earth ; fince all the glories of 
the fty invite thy regard. . | 


MMWe have taken a turn among the Tombs, and 
viewed the ſolemn memorials of che dead; in or- 


der 
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der to learn the vanity of mortal things, and to 


break their ſoft inchantment.— We have ſurveyed 
the ornaments of the Garden; not that the heart 
might be planted in the parterre, or take root a- 
mong the flowery race; but hat theſe delicacies of 
a day might teach us to aſpire after a better para- 
diſe, where beauty never fades, and delight is ever 
in the bloom. — A third time we lighted the candle 
of meditation; and ſought for wiſdom, not in the 


crouded city, or wrangling ſchools, but in the ſi- 


lent and lonely walks of ancient Night *. Let us 
ance more indulge the contemplative vein, and 


raiſe our ſpeculations to thoſe /ublimer works of che 
great Creator, which the regions of the ſky con- 


tain, and this duſky hour unveils +: 

If we have diſcerned the touches of his pencil 
glowing in the colours of Spring, if we have ſcen a 
ample. of his beneficence exhibited in the ftores of 
nature, and a ray of his brightneſs beaming in the 
blaze of day-; what an infinitely richer field for the 


diſplay of his perfections, are the heavens! The 


heavens, in the moſt em phatical manner, declare 


| the glory of Gop. The heavens are nobly elo- 


quent of the Deity, and the moſt magnificent he- 


ralds of their Maker's praiſe. They ſpeak to the 


whole univerſe; for there is neither ſpeech fo bar- 


barous, but their language is underitood ; nor na- 
tion fo diſtant, but their voices are heard among 
them f. Let me then, in this ſolemn ſeaſon, formed 


for thought, and a calm intercourſe. with hea- 


* Referri ng to the ſeveral jets of the three prece- 


ding eſſays, 


+ Night opes the 26% ſcenes, and ſheds an axe, 
Which gives thoſe vetzerable ſcenes full weigat, 
And deep reception in th' entende:'d heart. 

Night-T houg hots, NV IX. 
iT Pal. xix. 2. 


ven; 
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ven; let me liſten to their ſilent lectures. Perhaps 
I may receive ſuch impreſſive manifeſtations of 
% the eternal power and Godhead,” as may bed 
religion on my ſoul, while I walk the ſolitary ſhades ; 
and may be a tutelary /riend to my virtue, when 
the call of bufineſs, and the return of light, expoſe 
me again to the inroads of temptation. 


The 1T/raelites, inftigated by frenſy, rather than 
devotion, worſhipped the hoſt of heaven. And 
the pretenders fo judicial aftrology talk of, I know 
not what, myſterious efficacy, in the different a- 
ſpect of the ſtars, or the various conjunction and 
oppoſition of the planets.— Let thoſe who are un- 
acquainted wich the ſure word of revelation, give 
ear to theſe ſons of deluſion, and dealers in deceit. 
For my part, it is a queſtion of indifference to me, 
whether the conſtellations ſhone with ſmiles, or 
loured in frowns, on the hour of my nativity. Let 
Cunistr be my guatd; and, fecure in ſuch a pro- 
tection, I would laugh ec their impotent mena- 
ces. Let CyrisT be m Zaudte and I ſhall ſcorn to 
aſk, as well as deſpair of receiving any predictory 
information from ſuch ſenſeleſs maſſes.— What! ſhall 
the living ſeek to the dead * ?” Can theſe bodies 
advertife me of future events, which are unconſci- 
ous of their own exiſtence? Shall J have recourſe 
to dull, unintelligent matter, when I may apply to 
that all-wiſe Being, who, with one comprehenfive 
glance, diſtinctly views whatever is lodged in the 
boſom of immenſity, or forming in the womb of 
futurity ?—Never, never will I ſearch for any inti- 
matiens of my Fate but often trace my Creator's 
footſteps +, in yonder ſtarry plains. In the former 


| caſe, 
I. viii. 19. | | 
+ * It is moſt becoming” (ſays a great author) “ ſuch 
% imperfet creatures as we ate, to contemplate the 
| N 2 . works 
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caſe, they would be teachers of lies; in the lat- 
ter, they are oracles of truth. In this therefore, 
this ſenſe only, I profeſs myſelf the pupil of the 
ſtars. | 


The vulgar are apprehenfive of nothing more, 
than a multitude of bright ſpangles dropt over the 
æthereal blue. They have no higher notion of theſe 
fine appearances, than that they are ſo many golden 

ftuds, with which the empyrean arch is decorated. 
—But ſtudious minds, that carry a more accurate 


and ſtrict inquiry among the celeſtial bodies, bring 


back advices of a moſt aſtoniſhing import. Let me 
juſt recollect the moſt material of thoſe fupendous 


_ diſcoveries, in order to furniſh out proper ſubjects 


for contemplation. And let the unlearned remem- 
ber, That the ſcene I am going to diſplay, is the 
workmanſhip of that incomprehenſible Gop, who 
is perfect in knowledge, aud mighty in power ;” 


* works of Gov, with this deſign, that we may diſcern 
* the manifeſtations of wiſdom in them; and thereby 
*« excite in ourſelves thoſe devout affections, and that 
« ſuperlative reſpeR, which is the very eſſence of praiſe, 
« as it is a reaſonable and moral ſervice.” —— A4berne- 
thy on the Attributes, —And, indeed, if we are ſincerely 
ne N to employ ourſelves in this excellent, this de- 
lightful duty of praiſing the infinite Creator; the means 
and the moti ves are both at hand. His works, in a 
wonderful and inftrutive variety, preſent themſelves, 
with pregnant manifeſtations of the mg tranſcendent ex- 
cellencies of their Maker. They pour their evidence 
from all quarters, and into all the avenues of the mind. 
They invite us, eſpecially in the magnificent ſyſtem of 
the univerſe, to contemplate—coun/e! conſummately wiſe, 
and execution inimitably perfe& ;—powwer, to which no- 
thing is impoſſible ; and goodxe/s, which extendeth to all, 


which endureth for ever.—To give, not a full diſplay, 


but only ſome fight frictures, of theſe glorious truths, 
is the principal ſcope of the following remarks. oſt 
= whoſc 


tions, are great and marvellous; who ſummons 
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vhoſe name, whoſe nature, and all whoſe opera- 


into being, with equal caſe, a ſingle grain, or ten 
thouſand worlds.—To this if we continually ad- 
vert, the aſſertions, though they will certainly ex- 
cite our, admiration, need not tranſcend our belief. 


"The earth; is, in fact, a round body; however 
it may ſeem, in ſome parts, to be funk into vales, 
and raiſed into hills“; in othq parts, to be ſpread 
into a ſpacious plain, extending to the confines of the 
heavens, or terminated by the waters of the ocean, 
—We may fancy, that it has deep foundations, and 
reſts upon ſome prodigiouſly folid bafis. But it is 
peadent, in the wide tranſpicuous æther, without 
any viſible cauſe, to uphold it from above, or ſup- 
port it from beneath.—It may ſeem to be ſedentary 
in its attitude, and motionlefs in its fituation, But 
it is continually failing +, through the depths of the 
ſky ; and in the ſpace of twelve months, finiſnes the 


A learned writer, I think, Dr Derham, has ſome- 
where an obſervation to this purpoſe :—That the loftieſt 
Jummits of hills, and the we omen ridges of moun- | 
_ tains, are no real objection to the g/obular or round form 
of the earth. Becauſe, however they may render it, to 
our limited fight, vaſtly uneven and protuberant ; yet they 
bear no more proportion to the exzire ſurface of the ter- 
raqueous ball, than a particle of duſt, caſually dropt on 
the mathematician's globe, bears to its whole circumfe- 
zence. Conſequently, the rotund figure is no more de. | 
ſtroyed in the former caſe, than in the latter. —On the | 
ſame principle, I have not thought it neceſſary, to take Þ 
any notice of the comparatively ſmall difference between 
the poſar and equatorial diameter of the earth. * 
1 + With what amazing /þeed, this veſſel, (if I may F 
carry on the alluſion), filled with a multitude of nations, 
and freighted with all their poſſeſſions, makes her way 
through the æthereal ſpace; ſee pag. 123. in note. ; 
= 5 wmueighey 


: _ 


on the STARRY HEAVENS. 105 
mighty voyage. Which periodical rotation pro- 
duces the ſeaſons, and completes the year, —As it 
proceeds in the annual circuit, it /pins upon its 
own centre ; and turns its ſides, alternately, to the 
fountain of light, By which means, the day dawns 
in one hemiſphere ; while the night ſucceeds in 
the other. Without this expedient, one part of 
its regions would, during half the great revolu- 
tion, be ſcorched with exceſſive heat, or languiſh 
under an unintermitted glare: while the other, ex- 

| poſed to the contrary extremes, would de frozen to 
ice, and buried under a long oppreſſion of diſmal 
and deſtructive darkneſs. | 

I cannot forbear taking notice, that, in this 
compound motion of the earth, the one never in- 
ferferes with the other, but both are perfectly com- 
patible, Is it not thus with the precepts of reli- 
gion, and the needful affairs of the preſent life; 
not excepting even the innocent gratifications of our 
appetites ?—Some, I believe, are apt to imagine, 
that they muſt renounce ſociety, if they devote 


„/ OS ASIAN 


| Þ* themſelves to CHRIST, and abandon all the fatis- 
1- BS faQtions of this world, if they once become zealous 
m candidates for the felicity of another.—But this is a 
OFF very miſtaken notion, or elſe a very injurious repre- 
1 fentation, of the doctrine which is according to 
—_— godlineſs. It was never intended to drive men in- 
fe. to deſerts ; but to* lead them, through the peaceful 
le. and pleaſant paths of wiſdom, into the bliſsful re- 
the gions of life eternal. It was never intended to ſtrike 


off the wheels of buſineſs, or cut in ſunder the fi- 
news of induſtry ; but rather to make men indu- 
ſtrious, from a principle of conſcience, not from the 
inſtigations of avarice ; that ſo they may promote 
their immortal happineſs, even while they provide 
for their temporal maintenance. It has no defign 
to extirpate our paſlions, but only to reſtrain their 
irregularities ; neither would it extinguiſh the de- 
Vor. II. K lights 
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lights of | ſenſe, but prevent them from-evaporating 
into vanity, and ſubſidipg into gall, A per ſon may 
| be. cheerful among his friends, and yet joyful in 
Gop; He may: taſte the ſweets of his earthly e- 
Nate z and, at the ſame time, cheriſh his hopes of 
a nobler inheritance in heaven. The trader may 
proſecute the demands of commerce, without neg- 
lecting to negotiate the affairs of his ſalvation. The 
warrior may wear his ſword; may draw, in a juſt 
cauſe, that murderous weapon; yet be a good ſol - 
dier of JEsUs CHRIST, and obtain the crown that 
fadeth not away. The parent may lay up a compe- 
tent portion for his children, and not forteit his 
title to the treaſures, either of grace or of glory.— 
So far is Chriſtianity from obſtructing any valuable 
intereſt, or with-holding any real pleaſure; that it 
improves the one, and advances the other. Juſt as 
the diurnal and annual motions are ſo far from 
claſbing, that they entirely accord; and, inſtead of 
being deſtructive of each other, by mutually blend- 
ing their effects, they give proportion: and harmo- 
ny to time, fertility and innumerable benefits to na- 
ture, 


To us, who dwell on its ſurface, the earth is by 
far the moſt extenſive: orb, that our eyes can, any 
where, behold. It is alſo clothed: with. verdure; 
diſtinguiſhed by trees; and adorned: with a variety 
of beautiful decorations. Whercas, to a ſpectator 
placed on one of the planets, it wears an uniform 
aſpect; looks all luminous, and na larger than a 
ſpot. To beings, who dwell - at. ſtill: greater di- 
ſtances, it entirely diſappears.— That which we call, 
alternately, the morning and the evening ſtar; as 
in one part of her orbit, ſhe rides foremoſt in the 
pProceſſion of night; in the other, uſhers in and 
anticipates che dawn; is a planetary world, Which, 
with the four others, that ſa wonderfully vary their 

> - wmmyſtic 
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myſtic dance, are in themſelves dark bodies, and 


| ſhine only by reflection; have fields, and ſeas, and 
ſkies, of their own; are furniſhed with all accom- 


modations for animal ſubſiſtence, and are ſuppoſed 
to be the abodes of intellectual life. All which, 
together with this our earthly habitation, are de- 
pendent on that grand diſpenſer of divine munifi- 
cence, the ſun; receive their light from the diſtri- 
bution of his rays, and derive their comforts from 
his benign agency, | 


The ſun, which ſeems to perform its daily ſtages 
through the ſky, is, in this reſpect “, fixed and im- 
moveable. Tis the great axle of heaven, about 
which the globe we inhabit, and other more ſpa- 
cious orbs, wheel their ſtated courſes —The ſun, 
though ſeemingly /maller than the dial it illuminates, 
is abundantly larger + than this whole earth; on 
which ſo many lofty mountains riſe, and ſuch vaſt 
oceans roll. A line, extending from fide to fade, 
through rhe centre of that reſplendent orb, would: 
meaſure more than eight hundred thoufand miles: 
a girdle, formed to go round its circumference, 
would require'a length of millions : were its ſolid 
contents to be eſtimated, the account would over- 
whelm our underſtanding, and be almoſt beyond 
th: power of language to expreſs f.,—Are we ſtart- 


led 


* I ſay, in this reſpect; that I may not ſeem to for- 
get or exclude the revolution of the ſun round its own. 
axis. 

+ A hundred thouſand times, according to the bau- 
oft reckoning. Sir LJaac Newton computes the ſun to 
be 9gco,000 times bigger than the earth. Religious 
Philoſopher, p. 749- _ 

1 Dr Derham, after having calculated the dimenſions 
of the planets, adds, Amazing as theſe maſſes are, 
„they are all far outdone by that ſtupendous globe of 

* 8 | K 2 Ty light. 
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led at theſe reports of philoſophy? Are we ready 
to cry out, in a tranſport of ſurpriſe, How mighty 
is the Being, who kindled ſuch a prodigious fire; 
and keeps alive, from age to age, ſuch an enor- 
mous maſs of flame? Let us attend our philoſophic 
guides, and we ſhall be brought acquainted with 
ſpeculations more enlarged and more amazing. 
This ſun, with all its attendant planets, is but a 
very little part of the grand machine of the uni- 
verſe. Every far, though, in appearance, no big- 
ger than the diamond that glitters upon a lady's 
ring, is really a vaſt globe, like the ſun in fize, and 
in glory; no leſs ſpacious, no leſs luminous, than 
the radiant ſource of our day. So that every ſtar 
is, not barely a world, but the centre of a magni- 
ficent ſyſtem ; has a retinue of worlds, irradiated 
by its beams, and revolving round its attractive in- 
uence. All which are loſt to our fight, in unmea- 
turable wilds of æther.—That the ftars appear like 
ſo many diminutive, and ſcarce diſtinguiſhable 
points, is owing to their immenſe and inconceivable 
diftance. Immenſe and inconceivable indeed it is; 
fince a ball, ſhot from the loaded cannon, and fly- 
ing with unabated rapidity, muſt travel, at this im- 
peruous rate, almoſt ſeven hundred thouſand years *, 
before it could reach the neareſt of thoſe twinkling 
luminaries. 
Can any thing be more wonderful than theſe ob- 
ſervations? Yes : there are truths far more ſtu- 
pendous ; there are ſcenes far more extenſive. As 


„ light, the ſun ; which, as it is the fountain of light 
and heat, to all the planets about it, fo doth it fr 
*« ſurpaſs them all in its bulk; its apparent Jiameter 
being computed at 822,148 Engliſh miles, its ambit 


« at 2,582,873 miles, and its ſolid contents at 


1 290,97 l, ooo, ooo, ooo, ooo.“ A/ro-Theolog. book I. 
chap. II. 3 ed ed 

* See Religieas Philoſopher, p. 819. xs 
| there 
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there is no end of the almighty Maker's greatneſs; 
ſo no imagination can ſet limits to his creating hand. 
— Could you ſoar beyond the moon, and paſs 
through all the planetary choir; could you wing 
your way to the higheſt apparent ſtar, and take 
your ſtand on one of thoſe loftieſt pinnacles of 
heaven: you would, there, ſee other ftier-expand- 
ed; another ſus diſtributing his inexhauſtible beams 
by day; other flars that gild the horrors of the al- 
ter nate night, and rh r, perhaps nobier /yftems, 
eſtabliſned; eſtabliſhed, in unknown profuſion, 
through the boundleſs dimenſions of ſpace.— Nor 
does the dominion of the univerſal Sovereign ter- 
minate there. Even at the end of this vaſt tour, 
you would find yourſelf advanced no farther than 
the ſuburbs of creation; arrived only at the fron- 
tiers of the great JEHovan's kingdom . 


* See Afro-Theology, book II. chap. Il.—where the 
author, having aſſigned various reaſons to ſupport this 
theory of our modern aſtronomers, adds,—** Beſides the: 
„ formentioned ſtrong probabilities, we have this farther 
recommendation of ſuch an account of the univerſe, 
that it is far more magnificent, and worthy of the in- 
finite Creator, than any other of the narrower ſchemes,” 
; + Fob, after a moſt beautiful diſſertation on the mighty 

works of God, as they are diſtributed through univerſal 
nature, from the heights of heaven, to the very depths 
of hell, cloſes the magnificent account with this acknow- 
ledgment; Lo theſe are parts. of his ways, Or, as 
the original word more literally ſignifies, and may, I 
think, be more elegantly rendered, Theſe are only 
the ſtirts, the very uttermoſt borders of his works. No- 
more than a ſmall preface to the immenſe volume of the 
ereation— From the Hebrew I extremitates, I can- 
not forbear thinking, on the extreme and very attenuated: 
Fbres of the root, when compared with the whole ſub- 
ſtance of the zrunk ; or on the exquiſitely ſmall ſize of 
the capillary veſſels, when compared with the whole ſtruc- 
ture of the body. Fob xxvi. 14. FO 
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And do they tell me, that the ſun, the moon, 
and all the planets, are but a little part of HIS 
works ? Hou great, then, are his figns! and how 
mighty are his wonders *! And if fo, what is the 
CREATOR himſelf! How far exalted above 
all praiſe ! who is ſo high, that he looks down on 
the higheſt of theſe dazzling ſpheres, and ſees even 
the ſummit of creation io a vale; fo great, that this 
prodigious extent of ſpace is but a point in his pre- 
ience; and all this confluence of worlds, as the 
lighteſt atom, that fluctuates in air, and ſports in 
the meridian ray Þ. | | 

Thou moſt ſublime and incomprehenſibly glori- 
ous Gon, how am I overwhelmed with awe ! how 
funk into the loweſt proſtration of mind! when I 


Pan. IV. 34. | 

+ This puts me in mind of a very fine remark on a 
ſcriptural beauty, and a ſolid correction of the common 
tranſlation, made by that learned, ſagacious, and devout 
expoſitor Vitringa.—Iſ. xl. 15. We find it written of 
the Supreme Being, that he taketh up the iſles as à very 
little thing. Which, our critic obſerves, is neither an- 
iwerable to the import of the original, nor conſonant to 
the ſtructure of the diſcourſe. The prophet had no in- 
tention to inform mankind, what the Almighty could 
do, with regard to the iſlands, if he pleaſed to exert un- 


controllable power. His deſign was to ſhew, how inſig- 


« Nificant, or rather what mere nothings they are, in his 


« 


- 


<1 — 


eſteem, and before his Majeſty.— The iſlands, ſays he, 
though ſo ſpacious, as to afford room for the erection of 
kingdoms, and the abode of nations; though ſo frong, 
as to withitand, for many thouſands of years, the raging 
and reiterated aſſaults of the whele watery world; are 
yet, before the adored Jznovan, /nmall as the minuteſt 
grain, which the eye can ſcarce diſoern; light as the fea- 
thered — which the leaſt breath hurries away like a 
tempeſt. ) PM) MIR I/ule ſunt ut leve quid, 
quod awelat. ' he deep-rooted andi ars as the volatile 


atom, which, by the gentleſt undulations of the air, i: 


* 


abaficd i and fro in perpetual agitation. 
, | ; 2 ; \ 
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conſider thy * excellent greatneſs,” and my own 
utter infignificancy - And have I, exceſſively mean 
as I am, have I entertained any conceited appreben- 
ſions of myſelf? Have I felt the leaſt elatement of 
thought, in the preſence of fo majeſtic and adorable 


a Being ? How ſhould this wound me with ſorrow, 


and cover me with confuſion IO my GO D, was 


J poſſeſſed of all the high perfetions, which accom- 


plith and adorn the angels of light; amidſt all theſe 


noble endowments, I would fall down in the deepeſt 
ebaſement at thy feet, Loſt in the infinitely ſupe- 


ror blaze of thy uncreated glories, I would con- 
feſs myſelf to be nothing, to be leſs than nothing, 
and vanity, How much more ought I to maintain 


the moſt unfeigned humiliation, before thy Divine 


Majeſty, who am not only duſt and aſhes, but a com- 


pound of ignorance, imperfection, and depravity ! 


While, beholding this vaſt expanſe, I learn my 


own extreme meanneſs, I would alſo diſcover the 
abject littleneſs of all terreftrial things. — What is 
the earth, with all her oſtentatious ſcenes, compa- 
red with this aſtoniſhing grand furniture ot che 
ſkies ? What, but a dim /peck, hardly perceivable 
in the map of the univerſe ? It is obſerved, by a ve- 
ry judicious writer *, That if the ſun himſelf, which 
enlightens this part of the creation, was extinguiſh- 
ed; and all the hoſt of planetary worlds, which 
move about him, were annihilated ; they would not 


be miſſed, by an eye that can take in the whole com- 


Paſs of nature, any more than a grain of ſand upon 
the ſea-ſhore. The bulk of which they confiſt, 


and the ſpace which they occupy, is ſo ne 
little in compariſon of the whole, that their loſs 
would ſcarce leave a blank in the immenſity of 
God's works. —If then, not our globe only, but 


» Spec. Vol. VIII. Ne 565. go 
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this whole ſyſtem, be fo very diminutive; what is 
a kingdom, or a county? What are a few lord/bips, 
or the ſo much admired patrimonies of thoſe who 
are ſtyled wealthy? When I meafure them with 
my own little pittance, they ſwell into proud and 
bloated dimenſions. But, when I take the univerſe 
for my ſtandard, how ſcanty is their fize, how con- 
temptible their figure! They ſhrink into pompous 
nothings . 
When the keen-eyed eagle foars above all the 
| feathered race, and leaves their very fight below; 
when ſhe wings her way with direct aſcent, up the 
ſteep of heaven; and ſteadily gazing on the meri- 
dian ſun, accounts its beaming ſplendors all her 
own: does ſhe then regard, with any ſolicitude, the 
mote that is flying in the air, or the duſt which ſhe 
ſhook from her feet? And ſhall this eternal mind, 
which is capable of contemplating its Creator's glo- 
ry; which is intended to enjoy the viſions of his 
countenance ; ſhall this eternal mind, endued with 
ſuch great capacities, and made for ſuch exalted 
ends, S fo ignobly ambitious, as to ſigh for the tin- 
ſels of ftate ; or ſo poorly covetous, as to graſp after 
ample territories on a needle's pont ?No; un- 
der the influence of ſuch confiderations, I feel my 
ſentiments expand, and my wiſhes acquire a turn 
of ſublimity. My throbbing defires after worldly . 
| erer die away; and I find myſelf, if not poſ- 
eſſed of power, yet ſuperior to its charms. —Too 
long, muſt I own, have my affections been pinion- 
ed by vanity, and immured in this earthly elod. 
But theſe thoughts break the ſhackles 4: theſe ob- 
jects 
* Favat inter fidera vagahtem divitum pauinenta ri- 
dere, et totam cum auro Jus terram. Þ SENE CA. 
+ Terrellæ grandia inania. Warrs's Hor. Lyr. 
1 The ſoul of man was made to walk the ſkies, 
Delightful outlet of ber priſon here ! 1 
| went There, 


* 
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jects open the door of liberty. My ſoul, fired by 
ſuch noble proſpects, weighs anchor from this little 
nook, and coaſts no longer about its contracted 
ſhores; dotes no longer on its painted ſhells. The 
immen/ity of things is her range; and an infinity of 
bliſs is her aim, 


Behold this immenſe expanſe, and admire the 
condeſcenſion of thy Gop.—lIa this manner, an in- 
ſpired and princely aſtronomer improved his ſur- 
vey of the nocturnal heavens. Ven I conſider thy 
heavens, even the works of thy fingers, the moon and 
the flars which thou haſt ordained; | am ſmitten 
with wonder at thy glory, and cry out in a tranſ- 
port of gratitude, LO RD, what is man, that thau 
art mindful of him? or the ſon of man, that thou viſiteſt 
him *? © How amazing, how charming, is that 
«« divine. benignity, which is pleafed to bow down 
* its ſacred regards to ſo fooliſh and worthleſs a 
© creature! yea, diſdains not, from the height of 
* infinite exaltation, to extend its kind providen- 
© tial care, to our moſt minute concerns !— This 
„% is amazing. But that the everlaſting Sovereign 
« ſhould give his Son to be made fleſh, and become 
« our Saviour! - ſhall I call it a miracle of con- 
* deſcending goodneſs? Rather, what are all mi- 
“ racles, what are all myſtcries, to this ineffable 
„% gift!“ ö | 
Had the brighteſt archangel b:en. commiſſioned 
to come down, with the olive-branch of peace in 
his hand, ſignifying his eternal Maker's readineſs 
to be reconciled ; on our bended knees, with tears 


There, difincumber'd from her chains, the ties 
Of toys terreſtrial, ſhe can rove at large ; 
There freely can refpire, dilate, extend, 
In full proportion let looſe all her powers. 955 
Night-T bag bt, N® IX. 
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of joy, and a torrent of thankfulneſs, we ought 
to have received the tranſporting news. But when, 
inſtead of ſuch an angelic envoy, he ſends his on!y 
begotten Son, his Son beyond all thought illuſtrious, 
to make us the gracious overture :—fends him from 
the © habication of his holineſs and glory,“ to put 
on the infirmities of mortality, and- dwell in a ta- 
bernacle of clay :—ſends him, not barely to make 
us a tranſient viſit, but to abide many years in our 
inferior and miſerable world :—ſends him not to ex- 
erciſe dominion over monarchs, but to wear out 

his life in the ignoble form of a ſervant; and, at 


laſt, to make his exit under the infamous character 


of a malefaftor! Was ever love like this? Did 
ever grace ſtoop ſo low * ?—Should the fun be 
ſhorn 


„This reminds me of a very noble piece of /acred o- 


ratory, where, in a fine ſeries of the moſt beautiful gra- 
dations, the apoſtle diſplays the admirable condeſcend- 
ing kindneſs of our Saviour,—He thought it no robbery, 
it was his indiſputable right, t be eq; of with the infinite, 
ſelf-exiſtent, immortal GOD. Yet, in mercy to fin- 
ners, he empried him/elf of the incommunicable honours, 
and laid afide the robes of incomprehenſible glory, 
When he entered upon his mediatorial ſtate, inftead of 


acting in the grand capacity of univerſal Sovereign, he 
took upon him the form of @ ſer vant + and not the form of 


thoſe miniſtering ſpirite, whoſe duty is dignity itſelf, 
who are throned, 2 adoring. —He took not on him 
the nature of angels, but ſtooped incomparably lower : 


aſſumed a body of animated duſt, and zwar made in the 


lileneſi of men; thoſe inferior and depraved creatures. — 
Aſtoniſhing condeſcenſion! but not ſufficient for the o- 
yerflowing richneſs cf the Redeemer's love. For, being 
found in faſhion as a man, he humbled himſelf farther 
ſtill: occupied the loweſt place, where al} was low and 
ignoble. He not only ſubmitted to the yoke of the law, 
but alſo bore the infirmities, and miniſtered to the neceſ- 
fittes, of mortals. le even waſhed the feet of others, 


and 
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thorn of all his radiant honours, and degraded in- 
to a clod of the valleys; ſhould all the dignitaries 
of heaven be depoſed from their thrones, and de- 


generate into inſects of a day; great, great would 


be the abaſemept : but nothing to thine, moſt bleſſed 
Jes8Us; nothing to thine, thou Prince of Peace; 


.when for us men, and for our falyation, thou didſt 
not abhor the coarſe accommadations of themanger ; 


thou didſt not decline even the gloomy horrors of 
the grave. | 
[is well, the ſacred oracles have given this doc- 


trine, the moſt explicit confirmation, and evidence 
quite inconteſtable. Otherwiſe, a favour ſo unde- 
ſerved, ſo unexpected, and rich beyond all ima- 
gination, might ſtagger our belief. Could He, 
who launches all theſe planetary globes, through 
the illimitable void; and leads them on, from age 


to age, in their extenſive career; could Hx reſign 


his hands, to be confined by the girding cord, and 
his back to be ploughed by the bloody ſcourge ?— 

Could HE, who crowns all the ſtars with inextin- 
guiſhable brightneſs; ., be himſelf deffled with ſpit- 


ting, and disfigured, with the thorny ſcar? It is 


the greateſt of wonders, and yet the ſureſt of 
truths. 


O! ye mighty orbs, that roll along the ſpaces of 


the xy - Lwandered, a little while ago, at your vaſt 
dimenſions, and ample circuits. But now my a- 


mazement ceaſes; or rather is entirely ſwallowed 
up by a much more ſtupendous ſubject. Methinks 


your enormous bulk is ſnrivelled to an atom; your 


and had not where to lay his own head.—Vea, he car- 
ried his meritorious humiliation to the very deepeſt de- 


YZ grees of poſſible abaſe ment. He became obedient unto 
death —and not to a common or natural death, but a 


death more infamous than the gibbet; more torturous 


than the rack — ven the accurſed death of the croſs. Phil. 


* 


ii. 6. 7. 8. 


prodigious 
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prodigious revolutions are contracted to a ſpay ; 
while I muſe upon the far more elevated heights, 
and unfathomable depths; the infinitely more ex- 


tended lengths, and unlimited breadths, of this 
love of GOD in CHRIST FESUS®, 


Contemplating this ſtately expanſe, I ſee a mir- 
ror, which repreſents, in the moft awful colours, 
the hainoufne/ſs of human guilt.—Ten thouſand vo- 
lumes, wrote on purpoſe to diſplay the aggrava- 
tions of my various acts of diſobedience, could 
not ſo effectually convince me of their inconceivable 
enormity, as the conſideration of that all-glorious 
perſon +; who, to make an atonement for them, 
ſpilt the laſt drop of his blood. I have ſinned, may 
every child of Adam ſay; and what ſhall I do unte 
thee, O thou obſerver of men |}? Shall I give my 
firſt-born for my tranſgreſſion, the fruit of my bo- 
dy for the fin of my ſoul? Vain commutation ! 
and ſuch as would be rejected by the bleſſed Gov, 
with the utmoſt abhorrence.— Will all the poten- 
fates, that ſway the ſceptre in a thouſand kingdoms, 
devote their royal and honoured lives, to reſcue an 
obnoxious creature from the ſtroke of vengeance ? 
Alas! it muſt coſt more, incomparably more, to 


expiate the malignity of fin, and fave a guilty Þ 


wretch from hell.— With all the principalities of 
heaven be content to aſſume my nature, and reſign 


* Eph. iii. 18. 19. 


* 


+ 2uo quiſque altius aſcendit in agnitione CHRIST I, % 


profundius peacati atrocitatem cognoſcet. : 
t Job vii. 20. Not pre/erver, as it ſtands in our ver- 
fion, but o&/erver of men. Which phraſe, as it denotes 


the exact and inceſſant inſpection of the divine eye; as it 
' intimates the abſolute impoſſibility, that any tranſgreſiion Þ 
. ſhould z/cape the divine notice; is evidently moſ proper, 


both to aſſign the reaſon, and heighten the empha/es of the 
context, 


themſelves 
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themſelves to death for my parden *? Even this 
would be too mean a ſatisfaction for inexorable 
juſtice ; too ſcanty a reparation of Gopꝰs injured 
honour. So flagrant is human guilt, that nothing 
but a victim of infinite dignity could conſtitute an 
adequate propitiation,—He who ſaid, ** Let there 


Milton ſets this thought in a very poetical and ſtri- 
king light. —All the ſanctities of heaven ſtand round the 
throne of the ſupreme Majeſty. God foreſees and fore- 
tells the fall of man; the rain, which will unavoidably 
enſue on his tranſgreſſion; and the utter impo/rbility of 
his being able to extricate himſelf from the abyſs of 
miſery, a 1 2 | 


He, with bis whole poſterity, muſt die; 5 
Die he, or juſtice muſt; unleſs for him | 
Some other able, and as willing, pay 
The rigid ſatisfation, death for death, 


After which affecting repreſentation, intended to raiſe 
the moſt tender emotions of pity; the following inquiry 
is addreſſed to all the ſurrounding angels: 


Say, heavnly pow'rs, where ſhall we find ſuch love? 
Which of you will be mortal, to redeem 

Man's mortal crime ? and die, the dead to /ave? 

He aſt'd; but all the heaw'nly choir flood mute, 

And filencexwas in beau n. Sg 


* 


8 un r 


There is, to me at leaſt, an inimitable ſpirit and beauty 


in the laſt circumſtance, —That ſuch an innumerable 
multitude of generous and compaſlionate beings, ſhould 

F. with ſurpriſe and terror, at the very men- 
tion of the deadly forfeiture and ranſom ſet! No lan- 
guage is ſo eloquent as this /filexce,Þ Words could not 
poſſibly have gr! oe in ſo emphatical a manner, the 


dreadful nature o 
or all creatures to execute it; the ſupereminent and 
matcbleſs love of the eternal Son, in undertaking the 


tremendous work; not only without reluctance, but un- 


ſought and unimplored ; with readineſs, alacrity, and de- 
light. Paradiſe off, book III. lin, 209. edit. Beni. 


Yor. I. L «© be 


the taſk ; the ab/elute inabilizy of any 
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1m be light, and there was light; Let there be a 
firmament, and immediately che blue curtains float- 
ed in the ſky; He muſt take fleſh; ns muſt feel 
the fierce torments of crucifixion ; and pour out 
his ſoul in agonies, if ever ſuch tranſgreſſors are 
pardoned. 

How vaſt i is that debt, which all the wealth of 
both the Indies cannot diſcharge! How vitiated 
that habit of body, which all the-drpgs produced 
by nature herſelf, cannot rectify ! But how much 
more ruined was thy condition, O my ſoul ! how 
much more hainous were thy crimes ? Since nothing 
leſs than the ſufferings and death of Meſſiah, the 
Son of Gop, and radiant image of his glory, could 
effect thy recovery, or cancel thy iniquity.— Though 
perhaps thou art not ſunk ſo very deep in pollution, 
as ſome of the moſt abandoned profligates ; yet 
remember the ineſtimable ranſom paid to redeem | 
thee from re deſtruction. Remember this, 

and “ never open thy mouth any more *,” either 
to murmur at the divine chaſtiſements, or to glory 
in thy own attainments. Remember this; and even 
laath thyſelf + for the multitude of wy provoca- 
tions,“ and thy * baſeneſs. 


Once more; let me view this beautiful, this | 
magnificent expanſe ; and conceive ſome juſter ap- 
prehenfions of the unknown richneſs of my Savi- 
eur atonement, I am informed, by a writer who 
cannot miſtake, that the High Prieſt of my pro- 
feffion, who was alſo the ſacrifice for my fins, is 
higher than the heavens ; more exalted in dignity, 
more bright with glory, than all the heavenly man- 
fions, and all their illuſtrious- inhabitants, If my 
Heart was humbled at the conſideration of its ex- 
2 cones guilt, how do all my drooping powers re- 


* Back, Xvi. 63. + Exak. xxxvi. 31. 1 Heb. vii. 26. 
ä vive 
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vive at this delightful thought! The.poor crimi- 
nal, that ſeemed to be fottering on the very brink 
of the infernal pit, is raiſed, by ſuch a belief, even 
to the portals of paradiſe. My ſelf-abaſement, I 
truſt, will always continue; but my fears, under 
the influence of ſuch a conviction, are quite gone *. 
I do not, I cannot, doubt the efficacy of this pro- 
pitiation. While I ſee @ glimpſe of its matchleſs ex- 
cellency, and verily believe myſelf intereſted in its 
TS merits; I know not what it is to feel any miſgiving 
| ſuſpicions ; but am ſtedfaſt in faith, and joyful 
through hope. 3 
Be my iniquities like debts of millions of talents, 
bere is more than full payment for all that prodigious 
ſum. Let the enemy of mankind, and accuſer of 
the brethren, load me with invectives; this one 
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* I am forry to find, that ſome of my readers were a 
little diſguſted at this expreſfion, ** My fears are quite 


— 
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| * ge as thinking it diſcovered, a. tincture of arro- 

8 gance in the writer, and tended to diſcourage the weak 

b Chriſtian. But, I hope, a more mature conſideration 

Q will acquit me from both theſe charges. —For what has 

3 the author ſaid ? Only, that at ſome peculiarly happy 
moments, when the Holy Ghoſt bears witneſs of CHa r 
in his heart, and he is favoured with a glimpſe of the 

is Redeemer's matchleſs excclleacy,—that, in theſe brighrer 

p- intervals of life, his trembling fears, with regard to the 

3 decifive ſentence of the great tribunal, are turned into 

5 pleaſing expectations. And what is there in ſuch a de- 
claration, offenſive to the ffridſt modeſty, or diſpiriting 

15 to the ealeſ bekever > Inſtead of creating diſcourage- 

1s ment, it points out the way to obtain a ſettled tranquil-- 

J. lity. Its natural tendency is, to engage the ſerious mind 

n- in a more conſtant and attentive meditation on the un- 

ny knewn merits of the divine MEepiaTor. And were we 

x- more thoroughly acquainted, more deeply affected, with. 

e- bis unutterable dignity ; 1 am perſuaded, our uneaſy ap- 


prehenſions would proporiionably vaniſh ; our faith be 8- 
fiabliſhed, our hopes brightened, and our joys enlarged. 
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plea, A divine Redeemer died, moft thoroughly 
quaſhcs every indictment. For, though there be 
much turpitude, and manifold tranſgrefſions, **there 
js no condemnation to thoſe that are in CHRIS N 
„ JEsvs.”— Nay, were I chargeable with all the 
vileſt deeds which have been committed in every 
age of the world, by every nation of men; even 
in this moſt deplorable caſe, I need not fink into 
deſpair. Even ſuch guilt, though grievous beyond 


- all expreffion, is not to be compared with that a- 


buntlance of grace and righteouſneſs which dwell in 
the incarnate Divinity.— How great, how tranſcen- 
dently glorious, are the perfections of the adored 
Jenovan! So great, ſo ſuperlatively precious, is 
the expiation of the dying Jesus. "Tis impoſſible 


for the human mind to exaſt this atonement * to 


highly; tis impoſſible for the HUMBLE PENITENT 
io confide in it too ſteadily. The ſcriptures, the 
ſcriptures of eternal truth, have ſaid it, (exult, my 
ſoul, in the belief of it!), that the blood on which 
we rely, is Gop's own blood +; and therefore all- 
ſufficient to expiate, omnipotent to ſave, 

David, that egregious ſinner, but more exem- 
- plary faint, ſeems to have been well acquainted 


This doctrine, though rich with con/c/aticr to the 
ruined finner; yet is it not likely to open a door for /:- 
centzouſne/s, and embolden tranſgreſſors to proſecute their 
VICES? - No: it is the moſt powerful motive to that 
genuine repentance, which flows from an unfeigned love 
of Gop; and operates in a hearty deteſtation of all fin. 

One, who knew the unmeaſurable goodneſs of the Lord, 
and was no ſtranger to the finful perverſeneſs of our na- 
ture, ſays, There is mercy with thee: THEREFORE 

Halt thou be ger Pſal. cxxx. 4.— Words, full to my 
purpoſe; which at once add the higbeft authority to this 
ſentiment, and direct our minds to its proper influence, 
and due improvement. 
1 Acts xx. 28. 


with 


. 
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with this comfortable truth.— What elſe can be the 
import of that very remarkable, but moſt devout 
declaration? Thou ſbalt purge me * with hyſſop, and 

ſpall be clean: thou ſhalt waſh me, and I ſhall be 
whiter than ſnow. —** I have been guilty, I muſt 
© confeſs, of the moſt complicated and ſhocking: 


* crimes: crimes, inflamed by every aggravating 


“ circumſtance, with regard to myſelf, my neigh- 
* bour, and my Gop. Myſelf, who have been 
« bleſſed above men, and the diſtinguiſhed favourite 
* of Providence; my neighbour, who, in the moſt 


dear and tender intereſts, has been irreparably 


« injured; my Gop, who might juſtly expect the 
© moſt grateful returns of duty, inſtead of ſuch 
* enormous violations of his law. Let, all hor- 


rid and execrable as my offence is, it is nothing 


to the ſuperabundant merit of that great Redeem- 
* er, who was promiſed from the foundations of 
* the world; in whom all my fathers truſted ; who 
« is the hope of all the ends of the earth. Though 
© my conſcience be more loathſome, with adulterous 
„ impurity, than the dunghill; though treachery and 
% murder have rendered it even black as the gloom 
e of hell; yet, waſhed in the fountain opened for 
« fin, and for uncleanneſs , I ſhall bel ſay not, 
pure only, this were a diſparagement to the effi- 
*« cacy of my Saviour's death; but I ſhall be fair 
e as the li/y, and white as the ſnow, Nay, let me 


* Pfal. li. 7. Thou Halt purge. I prefer this tranſ- 
lation before the new one. Becauſe this ſpeaks the 
language of a more ſtedfaft belief, and gives the higheſt 
honour to the divine goodneſs, Were the words intend- 


ed to bear no more than the common petitionary ſenſe, 


and not to be expreſſive of a noble plerophorv of faith; 
they would rather have been N V and A impe- 


ralives, not Futures. 


Zech. xiv. 1. 


L 3 « not 
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wonders ; who can forbear inquiring, of what were 


they were produced without materials. They 


perfections; and declaring, amidft enraptured ſe- 


+ hoſt of hem by the breath of his mouth f.“ — 


4 
t not derogate from the glorious object of my con- 
«« fidence; cleanſed by this ſovereign ſanCtifying 
«« ſtream, I ſhall be Fairer than the full-blown lily, 
« hiter that: the new-fallen ſnows.” | 


Power, ſanh the ſcripture, bel;ngeth unt? GOD x. 
— And in what majeſtic lines is this attribute of 
Jenovan written, throughout the whole volume 
of the creation? Eſpecially, through thoſe magni- 
ficent pages, unfolded in yonder ſtarry regions, | 
Which are therefore ſtyled, by the ſweet and ſera- 
phic ſinger of Jrael, The firmameat of his 
% power +.” Becauſe the grand exploits of Omni- 
pctence are there diſplayed with the utmoſt pomp, 
and recorded in the moſt legible characters. 

| Who, that looks upward to the midnight {ky ; 
and, with an eye of reaſon, beholds its rolling 


thofe mighty orbs formed — Amazing to refute ! 


ſprung from emptineſs itſelf, The ſtately fabric 
of univerſal nature emerged out of nothing. —W hat 
inſtruments were uſed by the ſupreme Architect, to 
faſhion the parts with ſuch exquiſite niceneſs, and 
give ſo beautiful a poliſh to the whole? How was 
all connected into one finely-proportioned, and no- 
bly-finiſhed ſtructure? A bare fiat accompliſhed all. 
LET THEM BE, ſaid Gop. He added no more; 
and immediately the marvellous edifice aroſe ; ad- 
wrned with every beauty; diſplaying innumerable 


| 


raphs, its great Creator's praiſe. By the word 
„ of the Loxp were the heavens made, and all the 


Ng: . What 
pal. Ixii. 17, TIM 

2 If this thought is admitted a ſecond time, and ſuf- 
fere.l ro engoble the next paragraph; it is partly, at 
r | cauſe 
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What forceful machinery fixed ſome of thoſe pon- 
derous globes on an immoveable baſis? What ir- 
refiſtible impulſe b d others through the circuit of 
the heavens? What coercive energy confined their 
impetuous courſes, within limits aſtoniſhingly large, 
yet moſt minutely true? Nothing but his ſovereign 
will, 'For all things were at firſt conſtituted, and 
all to this day abide, ** according to his ordi- 
54 nance.” . | 

Without any toilſome aſſiduity, or laborious 
proceſs, to raiſe—to touch—to /peak ſuch a multi- 
tude of immenſe bodies into being ;—to launch them 
through the ſpaces of the ſky, as an arrow from the 
hand of a giant; to impreſs on ſuch unwie/dy maſſes 
a motion far outſtripping the ſwiftneſs of the wing- 
ed creation *;—and to continue them in the ſame 
rapid whirl, for thouſands and thouſands of years; 


—what 


cauſe of its une qu alled /ublimity ; partly, becauſe it a- 
wakens the moſt grand idea of creating power; and 
partly, becauſe the practice of the p/a/mi/?, an authority 
too great to be controverted, is my precedent.ä— The 
beautiful ſtanza quoted from Pſal. xxxiii. 6. is a proof, 
how thoroughly the royal poet entered iuto the majeſty 
of the Mo/aic narration. The repetition of the ſenti- 
ment, ver. 9. intimates, how peculiarly he was charm- 
ed with that noble manner of deſcribing the divine 
operations; while the turn of his own compoſition ſhews 
how perfectly he poſſeſſed the ſame elevated way of 
thinking. And this, long before Longinus wrote the ce- 
lebrated treatiſe, which has taught the Heathen, as 
well as the Chriſtian world, to admire the dignity of 
the Fewifs legiſlator's ſtyle. Vid. Longin. de Sublim. 
ſect. IX. | | * 
* To give one inftance of this remark.— The earth, 
in the diurnal revolution, which it performs on its own 
axis, ' whirls atout at the rate of above a thouſand 
miles an hour. And as the great orbit, which it de- 
fcribes annually round the ſun, is reckoned at 540 _— 
: | | | | ons 


124 CON TEMPLATIONS 


—what an amazing inſtance of infinite might is 
this !—Can any thing be impoſſible to the Loxo, 


the Lord Gop; the Creator and Controller of all 


the ends of the earth, all the regions of the uni- 


verſe ? Rather, is not all that we count diſicult, per- 


fect caſe to that glorious Being, who only ſpake, 


and the world was made *? who only gave com- 
mand, and the ſtupendous axle was lodged faſt, the 
lofty wheels moved complete ? — What a ſure de- 
fence, O my ſoul, is this everlaſting ſtrength of thy 
Gor ! Be this thy continual refuge, in the article 
of danger; this thy never-failing reſource in every 
time of need. 

What cannot this uncontrollable power of the 
great JEHovan effect for his people? Be their 
miſeries ever ſo galling, cannot this Gop relieve 
them ? Be their wants ever ſo numerous; cannot 
this Gop ſupply them? Be their corrupiions with- 
in ever fo inveterate, or their temptations without 
ever ſo importunate; cannot this mighty, mighty, 
Gov, ſubdue the former, and fortify them againſt 
the latter? — Should rials, with an inceflant vehe- 
mence, ſift thee as wheat; ſhould tribulation, 


with a weight of woes, almoſt grind thee to pow- 


der; ſhould pleaſure, with her bewitching ſmiles, 
ſolicit thee to delicious ruin; yet hold thee fait 


* r 
lions of miles, it muſt travel near a million and a half 
each day.—W hat a force muſt be requiſite, to protrude fo 


vaſt a globe; and wheel it on, loaded as it is with huge 


mountains, and ponderous rocks, at ſuch a prodigious de- 
gree of rapidity ! It ſurpaſſes human conception How 


natural, how pertinent, how almoſt neceflary, after ſuch 


an obſervation, is the ackowledgment made by holy Je. 
4 inow that Thou can do every thing, and that no 
thought, no imaginable ſcheme, can be wwith-bolden from 
iber, can he beyond thy power to execu: e. Chap, xhi. 2. 


Pſal. xxxiii. 9. 
| « by 
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© by Gop,” and lay thy help upon him that is 
omnipotent . Thou canſt not be involved in ſuch 


calamitous circumſtances, or expoſed to ſuch im- 


minent peril; but thy Gop, whom thou ſerveſt, is 
able 


* It is a moſt charming deſcription, as well as a moſt 
comfortable promiſe, which we find in If. xl. 29. 30. 37. 
He giveth power to the feeble; and to them that have no 
might at all, he not only imparteth, but increaſetb 
flrength; making it to abound, where it did not ſo much 
as exiſt, — Without this aid of ]Enovan, even the youths, 
amidſt the very prime of their vigour and activity, fall 
become languid in their work, and weary in their courſe. 
Ad the young men, to whole reſolution and abilities no- 
thing ſeemed impraQticable, Sall not only not ſucceed, , 
but utterly fall, and miſcarry in their various enterpriſes. 

— Whereas they that wait upon the L O R D, and confide 

in his grace, ſhall preſs on, with a generous ardor, from \ 
one degree of religious improvement to another, Inſtead = 

of exhauſting, they ſhall renexv their ſtrength; difficulties = 

mall animate, and toil invigorate them. They ſhall mount 

up, as with ſoaring wings, above all oppoſition ; they 

ſhall be carried through every diſcouragement, as eagles 

cleave the yielding air. They ſha!! run, with ſpeed and 

alacrity, the way of Gon's commandments, and at be 

aveary : They hall hold on (J progredientur, carpent 

iter ) with confiancy and perſeverance, in thoſe peaceful ; 

paths, and not faint; but arrive at the'end of their pro- q 

greſs, and receive the prize of their high calling. | 
To this moſt cheering doarine, permit me to add its 

ro leſs beautiful and delightful contra. Elivban, (peiking 

of the enemies of the righteous, ſays— UE NMDA Ry 

—which is rendered by a great critic in :acred learning, 

Nibil exciſum factio nobis adverſaria— We ſhould reckon 

our language acquitted itſelf tolerably well, if, when de- 

prevating the abilities of an adverſary, it ſhould: repre- 

ſent them weak as the ſcorched thread, feeble as the difol- 

ving ſmoke. But theſe are cold forms of ſpeech, compared 

with the eloquence of the Eaft. According to the genius 

of our Bible, All rhe porver that oppoſes the godly, is a mere. 

nothing; or, to ſpeak with a more emphatical air of 

contempt, 
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able to deliver thee from the one, and to ſupport 
thee under the other, To ſupport !. to deliver! Let 
me not diſhonour the unlimited greatneſs of his 


power, He is able to exalt thee, from 'the deepeſt 


diſtreſs, to the moſt triumphant joy; and to make 


even a complication of evils work together for thy 


everlaſting good. He is able, not only to accom- 
pliſh what I have been ſpeaking, but to do exceed- 
ing abundantly above all that we can aſk or think *. 
O! the wretched condition of the wicked, who 
have this Loxp of all power for their enemy! O! 
the deſperate madneſs of the 22 who provoke 
the Almighty to jealouſy !—Belotted creatures ! are 
you able to contend with your Maker, and enter 


contempt, 4 deſtroyed, an extirpated nothing, —Admire 
this expreſſion, ye that are charmed with daring images, 
and (what Tally calls verbum ardens) a ſpirited and glow- 
ing diction.— Remember this declaration, ye that fight 


the good fight of faith, The united force of all your e- 


nemies, be it ever ſo formidable to the eye of fleſh, 13 
before your al nighty Guardian, nihil nibiliſimum, not 
only nothing, but %% than nothing, and vanity. Job 
xxii. 20. | | 

'I ſhould, in this place, avoid ſwelling the notes any 
farther, was it not to take notice of the inimitable paſſage 


quoted above, and to be found EY. iii. 20.,—Which, if 
I do not greatly miſtake, is the moſt complete repreſen- 


tation of divine power, that it is poſſible for words to 
frame.—To do all that our tongue can aft, is a miracle 
of might. But we often think more than we can expreſs, 
and are actuated with “ ercanings unutterable. Yet, 


to anſwer the vaſt defires, is not beyond the accompliſh- 


ment of our heavenly Father.—- Navy, to make his gifts 
and his blefſings commenſurate to the largeſt ftreteb of 


human expectations, is a ſmall thing with the Gop of 


glory. He is able to do a all that the moſt enlarged 
apprehenſion can imagine; yea, to do abundantly more, 
exceeding abundantly more, than the mind itſelf, in the 


- utmoſt exertion of ali its facal:ies, is capable of awi/hing, 


or knows how to cencel ve. 


the 
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the liſts againſt incenſed Omnipotence? Can you 
bear the fierceneſs of his wrath, or ſuſtain the ven- 
geance of his lifted arm? At his preſence, though 
awfully ſerene, the hills melt like wax, and the 
* mountains {kip like frighted lambs.” At the 
leaſt intimation of his diſpleaſure, the foundations 
of nature rock, and the * pillars of heaven trem- 
ble.“ How then can a withered leaf endure, 
when “ his lips are full of indignation, and his 
„tongue as a devouring fire?“ — Or can any 
thing /creen a guilty worm, when the great and ter- 
rible Gop ſhall whet his glittering ſword, and his 
hand take hold on inexorable judgment? When that 
hand, which ſhoots the planets, maſſes of exceſſive 
bulk *, with ſuch ſurpriſing rapidity, through the 
{ky : that hand, which darts the comets to ſuch un- 
meaſurable diſtances, beyond the orbit of our re- 
moteſt planet, beyond the purſuit of the ſtrongeſt 
eye; when THAT HAND is ſtretched out to puniſh, 


can the munition of rocks, the intervention of ſeas, 


or even interpoſing worlds, divert the blow? - Con- 
ſider this, Ambition; and bow thy haughty creſt. 
Conſider this, Diſabedience; and bend thy iron ſi- 
new. O! conſider this, all ye that forget, or af- 
front, the tremendous JEHovan. He can, by a 
ſingle act of his will, lay the univerſe in utter ruin; 
and can he want power to bring you, in a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye, to the duſt of death, or 


* One of the planets (Saturn) is ſuppoſed to be more 
than go times as big as the globe on which we live. Ac- 
cording to the ſame calculation, the largeſt of the planets 
Jupiter,) is above 200 times vaſter, than this vaſt col- 
lection of ſpacious foreſts, towering mountains, extenſive 
continents, and boundleſs oceans. — Such enormous mag- 
nitude! winged with ſuch prodigious ſpeed !—It raiſes 
aſtoniſhment beyond exprefſion—#7th G O D i, terrible 
majeſty Job xxxvii. 22.— ho Hall net fear The, O 
Leap, and glorify thy name! Rev. xv. 4. Tv 


to 
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to the flames of hell? He has,—1 ſay not, ten thou- 
ſand lightnings to ſcorch you to aſhes; ten thou- 
ſand thunders to cruſh you into atoms; but, what 
is unſpeakably more dreadful, —he has an army of 
terrors, even in the /cok of his angry countenance, 

. His very frown is worſe than deſtruction, 

I cannot diſmiſs this ſubject, without admirin 
the patience of the bleſſed Gop ; who, though fo 
ſtrong and powerful, yet is provoked every day.“ 
—HSurely, as is his majeſty, ſo is his mercy ; his pity 
altogether commenſurate to his power. If I vilify 
but the name of an earthly monarch, I loſe my li- 
berty, and am confined to the dungeon. If I ap- 
pear in arms, and draw the ſword, againſt my na- |; 
tional ſovereign ; my life is forfeited, and my very 
blood will ſcarce atone for the crime. But thee 1 
have diſhonoured, O! thou King immortal and in- 
visible! Againſt thee my breaſt has fomented /- 
cret diſaſfection; my behaviour has riſen up in open 
rebellion ; and yet I am ſpared, yet I am preſerved. 
Inſtead of being baniſhed from thy preſence, I fit 
at thy table, and am fed from thy hand. Inſtead 
of purſuing me with thunderbolts of vengeance, thy 
Favours ſurround me on every fide. That arm, 
chat injured arm, which might juſtly fall, with ir- 
retrievable ruin, on a traitor's head, is moſt graci- 
ouſly ſtretched out, to careſs him, with the tender- 
eſt endearments; to cheriſh him, with every in- 
ſtance of parental kindneſs !—-O ! thou mightieſt, 
thou beſt of Beings, how am I pained at my very 
ſoul, for ſuch ſhameful and 2 diſingenuity 
Let me always abominate myſelf, as the baſeſt of 
creatures; but adore that unwearied long - ſuffering 
of thine, which refuſes to be irritated; /ove that un- 
remitted goodneſs, which no acts of ingratitude 
could ſtop, or ſo much as check, in its .gracious | 
current. O! let this ſtubborn heart, which duty 
could not bind, which threatenings could not awe, 
| N be 
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be the captive, the willing captive, of ſuch triumph- 
ant beneficence. | 


I have often been ſtruck with wonder at that al- 
mighty kill, which weighed the mountains in ſcales, 
and the hills in a balance; which proportioned the 
waters in the hollow of its hand, and adjuſted the 
duſt of the earth * by a meaſure, But how muck 
more marvellous is that magnificent ceconomy, 
which poiſed the ſtars with inexpreſſible nicety, and 
meted-out the heavens with a ſpan! Where all is 
prodigiouſly vaſt ; immenſely various ; and yet more 
than mathematically exact. Surely, the wi/dem of 
Gop manifeſts itſelf in the ſkies, and ſhines in thoſe 
lucid orbs; ſhines on the contemplative mind, with 
a luſtre incomparably brighter, than that which 
their united ſplendors tranſmit to the eye. | 


* If. xl. 12. The duft of the earth, in this ſublime ſerip- 
ture, ſignifies the dry land, or ſolid part of our globe; 
which 1s placed in contradiſtinction to the whole collec- 
tion of fluid matter, mentioned in the preceding clauſe, 
—Perhaps, this remarkable expreſſion may be intended 
to intimate, not only the extreme niceneſs, which ſtated 
the dimenſions of the world in general, or in the groſs ; 
but alſe that particular exa&tneſ5, with which the very 
ſmalleſt materials, that conſtitute its frame, (not except- 
ing each individual atom), were calculated and diſpoſed : 
— 59.4. Tis a ſmall thing to ſay, No ſuch enormous re- 
dundancies, as unneceſſary ridges of mountains, were 
ſuffered to ſubſiſt. There was not ſo much as the leaſt 
grain of fand /uperfluous, or a ſingle particle of duſt defi- 
cient, —As the grand aim of the deſcription is, to cele- 
brate the conſummate auiſam exemplified in the creation; 
and to diſplay that perytd proportion, with which every 
part tallies, coincides, and harmonizes, with the whole ; 
I have taken leave to alter the word of our Erglifs tranſ- 
lation comprehend, and introduce in its ſtead a term, 
equally faithful to the Hebrew, and more fignificative of 
the prophet's preciſe idea. | 7 
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Behold yonder countleſs multitude of globes; 
conſider their amazing magnitude; regard them as 
the ſovereigns of ſo many ſyſtems, each accompa- 
nied with his planetary equipage. Upon this ſup- 
poſition, what a multiplicity of mighty ſpheres muſt 
be perpetually running their rounds, in the upper | 
regions! Yet none miſtake their way, or wander | 
from the goal, though they pais through trackleſs Þ| 
and unbounded fields. None fly f from their or- 
bits, into extravagant excurſions ; none preſs in up- 
on their centre, with too near an approach, None 
interfere with each other in their perennial paſſage ; 
-Or intercept the kindly communications of another's 
influence *. But all their rotations proceed in eter- 
nal harmony; keeping ſuch time, and obſerving 
ſuch laws, as are moſt exquiſitely adapted to the 
perfection of the whole, 


While I contemplate this excellent wiſdom, 

4% which made the heavens,” and attunes all their 
motions ; how am! abaſhed at that mixture of ar- 
rogance and folly, which has at any time inclined F 
me to murmur at thy diſpen/ations, O Lord! | 
What is this, but a ſort of implicit treaſon againſt 
thy ſupremacy, and a tacit denial of thy infinite un- 
derſtanding ? — Haſt thou ſo regularly placed ſuch 

a wonderful diverſity of ſyſtems, through the ſpa- 
ces of the univerſe.? — Didſt thou, without any pro- 
bationary eſſays, without any improving retouches, 
ſpeak them into the moſt conſummate perfection? 
— Doſt thou continually ſuperintend all their cir- 
cumſtances, with a ſagacity that never miſtakes the 
minuteſt title of propriety? And ſhall I be fo un- 
accountably ſtupid, as to queſtion the juſtne/s of 


*The interception of light, by means of an eclipſe, 
Happens very rarely : and then it is of ſo ſhort a continu- 
--ance, as not to be at all inconvenient. Nay, it is at. 
tended with ſuch crrcumſtances, as render it rather uſcful, 


© than prejudicial, 
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thy di/cernment, in * chuſing my inheritance, and 
« fixing the bounds of my habitation ?”— Not a ſin- 
le erratum, in modelling the ſtructure, determi- 
ning the diſtance “, and conducting the career of 
unnumbered worlds! And ſhall my peeviſh humour: 
preſume to cenſure thy interpoſition, with regard 
to the affairs of one iaconfiderable creature; whoſe 
ſtature, in ſuch a comparative view, is leſs than a 
ſpan; and his preſent duration little more than . 
moment? 

O! thou Gop, in whoſe hand my breath is, 
% and whoſe are all my ways,” let ſuch {ſentiments 
as now poſleſs my thoughts, be always lively on my 
heart! Theſe ſhall compoſe my mind into a cheerful 
acquieſcence, and a thankful ſubmiſſion ; even when 
afffictione gall the ſenſe, or diſappointments break 
my ſchemes. Then ſhall I, like the grateful patri- 
arch r, in all the changes of my condition, and e- 
ven in the depths of diſtreſs, erect an altar of ado- 
ring reſignation; and inſcribe it with the apoltle's. 
motto, To GOD ONLY WISE. Then, ſhouldſt 
thou give me leave to be the carver of my own for- 
tunes, I would humbly deſire to relinquiſh. the 
grant, and recommit the diſpoſal of myſelf to thy 
unerring beneficence; fully perſuaded, that % 
counſels, though contrary to my froward inclina- 


The ſan in particular, (and let this ſerve as a ſpeci- 
men of that molt curious exaRtneſs, with which the other 
celeſtial bodies are conſtituted, and all their circumſtances. 
regulated), the ſun is formed of ſuch a determinate mag» 
nitude, and placed at ſuch a convenient diſtance, —“ as 
* cot to annoy, but only refreſh us, and nouriſh the 
„% ground with its kindly warmth, If it was larger, it. 
« would ſet the earth on fire; if _/maller, it would leave 
„it frozen, If it was nearer us, we ſhould be ſcorched 
to death; if fartber from us, we ſhould not be able: 
„„to live for want of heat.” Sach Hifkory. of the” 
Bibs, + Sce Gen. Xi. 7.8. | 

| M 2 tions, 
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tions, or even afllictive to my fleſh, are incompara- 


bly more eligible, than the blind impulſe of my owa 
will, however ſoothing to animal nature. 


On a careleſs inſpection, you perceive no accura- 
cy or uniformity in the poſition of the heavenly bo- 
dies. They appear like an z/uſtrious chaos ; a pro- 
miſcuous heap of ſhining globes; neither ranked in 
order, nor moving by line, — But what ſeems con- 
fuſion, is all regularity. What carries a ſhow of 
neglipence, is really the reſult of the moſt maſter!y 
contrivance. You think, perhaps, they rove in 
their acreal flight; but they rove by the niceſt rule, 
and without the leaſt error. Their circuits, tho' 
' ſeemingly devious ; their mazes, though intricate 
to our apprehenſions“; are marked out, not in- 
deed with golden compaſſes, but by the infinitely 
more exact determinations of the all -wiſe Spirit. 

So, what wears the appearance of calamity, in the 
allotments appoigted for the godly, has really the 
nature of a bleſſing. It iſſues from fatherly love, 
and will terminate in the richeſt good. If Jeſeph 
is ſnatched from the embraces of an indulgent pa- 
rent, and abandoned to ſlavery in a foreign land, 
it is in order to fave the holy family from periſh- 


ing by famine; and to preferve “the ſeed, in 


whom all the nations of the earth ſhould be 
© blefſed.” If he falls into the deepeſt diſgrace, it 
is on purpoſe that he may riſe to the higheſt honours, 
Even the confinement of the priſon, by the un- 
ſearchable workings of providence, opens his way 
to the right hand of the throne itſelf,— Let the moſt 
afflicted ſervant of Jesvs. wait the final upſnhot of 
things. He will then diſcover the apparent expedi- 


% Mazes intricate, 
Eccentric, intervolv'd; yet regular 
Then moſt, when moſt irregular they ſeem, 
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#2cy of all thoſe tribulations, which nau, perhaps, 
he can hardly admit, without reluftance ; or ſuffer,. 
without ſome ſtruggles of diſſatisfaction. Then, 
the guſhing tear, and the heaving figh, will be 
turned iato tides of gratitude, and hymns of holy 
wonder. 

Ia the mean time, let no audacious railer preſumptu- 
ouſly impeach the divine procedure: but adoring 

where we cannot comprehead, Jetusc. & che evolu- 
tion of the myſterious plan. "Fhen ſhall cvery eye per- 

ceive, that the ſecming labyrinthis of providence were: 
the moſt dire and compendious way, to effect his gene: 
ral purpoſes of grace, and to bring about each one's. 
particular happineſs *.—Then, allo, ſhall it be clear- 

ly ſhewn in the preſence of applauding worlds, why 

Virtue pined in want, while Vice rioted in afflu-- 
ence ;. why amiable Innocence fo often dragged the 

dungeon-chain, while horrid Guilt trailed the robe 
of ſtate, —That day of univerſal audit, that day of 
everlaſting retribution, will not.oaly vindicate, but 
magnify, the wbole management of heaven. The 
auguſt ſeſſions ſhall cloſe with this unanimousy this 
glorious acknowledgment: “ Though clouds and 
© darkneſs, impenetrable by any human {crutiny,, 
« were {ometimes round about the: ſupreme Conduc- 
„ tor of things; yet righteouſneſs and judgment 
« were the conſtant habitation his ſeat ; the 
% invariable ſtandard of all his adminiſtrations.” ' 


Thus (if IL may illuſtrate the grandeſt truths by in- 


ferior oceurences) while we view the arras on the 


fide of leaf? diſtinction, it is void of: any elegant fan · 


99 The moral world, | x 
Which, though to us it ſeems embroil'd, moves on 
In higher order; fitted, and impell'd 
By Vijdom' fineſt hand, and iſſuing al. 
In gen'ral good: 


Ibomſ. Winter, l. 586. lad edit. 
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cy; without any nice ſtrokes of art; nothing but 
a confuſed jumble of incoberent threads. No ſoon- 
er is the piece beheld in its proper aſpect, but tlie 
ſuſpected rudeneſs vaniſhes, and the moſt curious 
arrangement takes place. We are charmed with 
deſigis of the fineſt taſte, and figures of the moſt 
graceful form. All is ſhaped with ſymmetry : all 
is clad in beauty. * 


The goodneſs of Gon is moſt eminently diſplayed 
in the ſkies.— Could we take an underſtanding ſur- 
vey of whatever is formed by the divine Architect, 
throughout the whole extent of material things ; 
our minds would be tranſported with their excel- 
lencies, and our tongues echo back that great enco- 
mium, They are “ good, very good “.“ Moſt 
beautiful + in themſelves; contrived by unerring 
wiſdom, and executed with inimitable ſkill, Moſt 
uſeful + in their functions; exactly fitting the * 
they fill, and completely anſwering the purpoſes for 
which they were intended.—All the parts of the 
inanimate creation proclaim, both by their intrinſic 
and relative excellencies, the all-diffuſive beneficence 
of their Maker. 15 


* Gen. i. 31. | 
f t This zazex@yabis of the univerſe, and all its parts, 
Ras been very highly, and very juſtly, extolled, by the 
ancient inquirers into nature; and was, indeed, an illu- 
Ar:ous ſcene ſpread before the ſages of the Heathen 
world, wherein to contemplate the goodneſs and the glo- 
ries of the ſupreme Being. — It was nobly ſaid, by a Pa- 
gan philoſopher, on thi; occaſion, Ec ala a CAD, 
Dion K2anovie Syparopyens That Gor, when he undertook 
© the work of creation, transformed himſelf into love.” — 
But he need not zrans/orm himfelf into this amiable prin- 
Ciple ; for ** God zs love; as was much more nobly 
fad by one, whom that h laſopher would kaye termed a 

* Carbs: ion. 't lohn iv. . a 
Y How 
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How much more wonderful are the diſplays of 


divine indulgence, in the worlds of lite! Becauſe 


dead matter is incapable of delight, therefore the 
gracious Creator has raiſed innumerable ranks of 
perceptive exiſtence ; ſuch as are qualified to taſte 
his bounty, and enjoy each a happineis ſuited to its 
peculiar ſtate. With this view he furniſh2d the 
regions of inferior nature, with an order and a ſe- 
ries of ſenſitive beings. The waters teem with 
ſhoals of finny inhabitants. The dry land ſwarms 
with animals of every order. 'The dwellings of the 
firmament are occupied by multitudes of winged pes 
pe. Not ſo much as a green leaf, philoſophers ſay, 
u 


t lodges and accommodates its puny animalcule 


tenants *,— And wherefore this diverſity, this pro- 
fuſion of living creatures, flying the air, treading 


A very celebrated poet, in a beautiful paragraph on 
this ſubject, informs his readers, that all nature ſwarms 


with life. In ſubterranean cells, the earth heaves with 


vital motion. Even the. hard fone, in the very inmoſt 
receſſes of its impenetrable citadel, holds multitudes of 
animated inhabitants. The pulp of mellow fruit, and all 
the productions of the orchard, feed the inviſible nations. 
Each liguid, whether of acid tafte, or milder reliſh, a- 
bounds with various forms of ſenfitive exiſtence. Noris 
the pure fream, or tranſparent air, without their colo- 
nies of unſeen people.—In which conſtitution of things, 
we have a wonderful inftance, not only of the divine 
goodneſs to thoſe minute beings, in giving them a capa» 


city for animal gratifications ; but of his tender care for 


mankind, in making them imperceptible-to our ſenſcs. 
——— Theſe, conceal'd 
By the kind art of forming Heav'n, eſcape 
The groſſer eye of man: for if the worlds 
In worlds inclos'd ſhould on his ſenſes burſt; 
From cates ambroſial, and the nectar'd bowl, 
He'd turn abhorrent; and, in dead of night, 
_ When filence fleops o'er all, be ſtunn'd with noiſe. 
X | Tbomſon's Summer. 
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the ground, and gliding thfough the paths of the 
feat For this moſt glorious reaſon, — That the e- 
ternal Sovereign may exerciſe. his ſuperbundant 
goodneſs; that his fable may be furniſhed with mil- 
lions and millions of gueſts ;. that he may fill, every 
hour, every moment, their mouths with food; or 
their hearts with gladneſs. | 

But what a ſmall theatre are three or four element, 
for the operations of JEHovan's bounty ? His mag- 
nificent liberality ſcorns ſuch ſcanty limits. If you: 
aik, Wherefore has he created all worlds, and re- 
pleniſhed them with an unknown multiplicity of be- 
ings, riſing, one above another, in an endleſs gra- 
dation of ſtill richer endowments, and ſtill nobler 
capacities? The anſwer is, — For the manifeſtation. 
of his own glory, and eſpecially for the communica- 
tion of his inexhauſtible beneficence *, — The great 
Creator could propoſe no advantage to himſelf. 
His bliſs is incapable of any addition. Before the 
% mountains were brought forth, or ever the earth. 
and the world were made,” he was ſupremely 
happy, in his owa independent and all- ſufficient ſelf, 
His grand deſign therefore, in erecting ſo many 
ſtately fabrics, and peopling them with ſa many 
tribes of inhabitants, was, to frangſuſe his exube- 
rant kindneſs, and impart felicity in all its forms. 
Ten thouſand worlds, ſtocked with ten thouſand 


A ſacred writer, 5 ſidering this delightful ſubject, 
a d confining his obſervation within the narrow limits of 
his- On country, cries out, with a mixture of amaze- 
ment and gratitude, How. great is his. goodneſs, and how 
great is bis beauty — Who then can forbear. being loſt in 


wonder, and tranſported with delight, when he extends 


his ſurvey to. thoſe infiaitely more copious communications 

of divine bounty; which; like ſalutary and refreſhing 
Rrea ns, ruu- through all worlds; and make, not only 
tbe J. tile valleys cf a ſingle kingdom, but the immenſity 
of eat ion, lau, h.ang. ing! Lech. ix. 17, of 

Sins hs 88 times 
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times ten thouſand ranks of ſenſitive and intelligent 
exiſtence, are ſo many ſpacious gardens, fowind 


with rivers of communicated joy, this ever - flowing 
We waters continually. 


Boundleſs *, and (which raiſes our idea of this 
divine principle to the very higheſt degree of per- 
fection) diſiatereſted“ munificence ! How inexprefſi- 
bly amiable is the bleſſed Gop, confidered in this 
charming light! Is it poſſible ta conceive any excel» 
lence ſo adorable and lovely, as infinite benevolence, 
guided by uncrring wiſdom, and exerting almighty 
power, on purpoſe to make a whole univerſe happy? 
O my ſoul, what an irreſiſtible attractive is here! 


What a moſt worthy object, for thy moſt fervent 


affection ! Shall now every glittering toy, become a 
rival to this tranſcendently beneficent Being, and 


rob him of thy heart? —No. Let his all-creating 


arm teach thee to truſt in the fulneſs of his ſuffici- 
ency : —let his all ſuperinteoding eye incline thee, 
to acquieſce in the diſpenſations of his provdence : 
—and let his bounty, .ſo freely vouchſafed, fo am- 
ply diffuſed, induce thee to love him, with all the 
ardor of a grateful and admiring ſoul; induce thee 
to ſerve him, not with a joyleſs awe, or flavith 
dread, but with unfeigned alacrity, and a delight- 
ful complacency. 


If the goodneſs of Gop is ſo admirably ſeen in J 


the works of nature, and the favours of Providence; 
with what a noble ſuperiority does it even triumph 
in the myſtery of — +! Redemption is the 

; brighteſt 


—__ this ſenſe, There is none good but one, that is 
GOD. None univerſally and effentially good : none, 
whoſe g.odneſs extends itſelf, in an infinite waricty of 
bleſſings, to every capable object: or who always diſ- 
prates is favours, from the /ole principle of free and 
diſintereſted benevolence. 
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brighteſt mirror, in which to contemplate this moſt 
lovely attribute of the Deity. Other gifts are only 
as mites from the divine treaſury ; but redemption 


opens, I had almoſt ſaid exhauſts, all the fores of 
indulgence and grace. Herein “ Gop commendeth 


„ his love“ :“ not only manifeſts, but ſets it off, as 


it were, with every bright and grand embelliſhment; 
maniteſts it in ſo ſtupendous a manner, that it is be- 
yond parallel; beyoad thought; “ above all bleſſ- 
„ ing and praiſe,” — Was HE not thy Son, everlaſt- 
ing Gop, thy only Son, the Son of thy boſom from 
eternal ages, the higheſt object of thy complacen - 
tial delight? Was not thy love to this adorable Son, 
tncomparably greater than the tendereſt affection of 
any, or the united affections of all, mortal parents? 
Was not the bleſſed JIESUs more illuſtrious in ex- 
cellency than all angels; more exalted in dignity 
than all heavens? Yer didſt thou reſign HIM for 

poor mortals; for vile ſinners? Couldſt thou ſee 


the reader will obſerve, That the attributes of the De1- 
TY are repreſented as ſhining with more diſtinguiſhed 
luſtre in the wonders of redemption, than in the works 
of creation. If ſuch remarks ſhould ſeem to be unpre- 
tcucuted, Of to ſtand in need of a vindication; permit 
me to ſubjoin the ſeniiments of a great critic, equally 
verſed in both thoſe ſublime theories, —** In a perfect o- 
* rator,” he ſays, © Tully requires ſome ſkill in the na- 
% ture of heavenly bodies; becauſe his mind will be: 
4s come more extenſive and unconfined ; and, when he 
« deſcends to treat of human affairs, he will both 
* think and write in a more exalted and magnificent 
«© manner. For the ſame reaſon, that excellent maſter 
« would have recommended the ſtudy of thoſe great 
« and glorious myiteries, which revelition has diſco- 
* vered to us; 70 aich the nobleſt parts of this /y/tem 
* of the world are as much inferior, as the creature is 
* leſs excellent tbon the Creator.” Spect. Vol. VIII. 
Ns 643. | 
Kom. V.4g- 
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him deſcend from his royal throne, and take up his 


abode in the ſordid fable? ſee him forego the Ho- 
mage of the ſeraphim, and ſtand expoſed to the re- 
proachful indignities of an inſolent rabble ? ſee him 
arraigned at the bar, and ſentenced to death ; num- 
bered with malefactors, and nailed to the gibbet; 
bathed in his own innocent blood, and pouring out 
his foul in'agonies of ſorrow ?—Could the Father, 
the Father him/elf, with unknown philanthropy “, 
ſay, It ſhall, it ſhall, be ſo! My pity to re- 
t“ bellious man pleads, and prevails. Awake there- 
% fore, O fword +, edged with divine wrath ; a- 
* wake; and be ſheathed in that immaculate breaſt ; 
e pierce that dearly beloved heart. I am content, 
„ that my Son endure the ſharpneſs of death, ra- 
ther than ſinful mortals perith for ever.” —Incom- 
prehenſible love! May it, henceforward, be the 
favourite ſubje&t of my meditation; more delight- 
ful to my muſing mind, than applauſe to the ambi- 
tious ear! May it be the darling theme of my diſ- 
courſe ; ſweeter to my tongue, than the droppings 
of the honey-comb to my taſte ! May it be my choi- 
ceſt comfort, through all the changes of life; and my 
reviving cordial, even in the laſt extremitics of dit- 
ſolution itſelf! 


A prophet, contemplating, with a diſtant ſurvey, 
this unexampled inſtance of almighty love, is wrapt 
into a tranſport of devotion, At a loſs for proper 
acknowledgments, he calls upon the whole univerſe 
to aid his labouring breaſt, *and ſupply his lack of 
praiſe. Sing melodioufly, ye vaulted heavens : exult, 
and even leap for gladneſs, thou cumberous earth: 
ye mountains, break your long ſilence, and burſt into 


* Philanthropy, that is, loving-kindneſs to man. 


Zech. xiii. | ach 
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peals of loudeſt acclamation * ; for the LORD, by 
this precious gift, and this great ſalvation, hath com- 
forted his people. A ſacred hiſtorian hath left it upon 
record, that, at the firſt exhibition of this raviſhing 
ſcene, there was with the angel, who brought the 
bleſſed tidings, a multitude of the heavenly hoſt, 
praifing Gor, and making the concave of the ſkies 
' reſound with their hallelujahs. At the dawn of the 
Sun of righteouſneſs, when he was beginning to riſe 
with healing in his wings, the morning:ſtars ſang to- 
gether, and all the /ons of GOD ſhouted for joy.— 
And ſhall man, whom this gracious diſpenſation 
principally reſpects; ſhall man, who is the centre 
of all theſe gladdening rays; ſhall he have no heart 
to adore, no anthem to celebrate, this 


Love without end, and without meaſure grace? 
f MIL r. 


How pure is the ſtate of the ſæy, and how clear its 
aſpect! Clearer than the limpid ſtream, purer than 
the tranſparent cryſtal ; and more curiouſly fine than 
the poliſhed mirror. That fately ceiling, fretted 


. xlix. 13.—lI have not adhered to our common 
tranſlation, but endeavoured to preſerve, ſomewhat more 
faithfully, the noble patbos, and inimitable energy, of 
the ſacred original. —The love of Gop manifeſted ip a 
divine and dying Saviour, is a bleſſing of ſuch inconcei- 
vable richneſs, as muſt render all acknowledgments fat, 
and all encomiums /anguid. Yet, I think, the mo 
poetical and moſt emphatical celebration of that unſpeak- 
able inſtance of goodneſs, is contained in this rapturous 
exclamation of the 722 Which iatimates, with 2 
wonderful majeſty of ſentiment, that even the whole com- 
= of the inanimate creation, could it be ſenſible of the 

eneft, and capable of delight, would expreſs its grati: 


tude, in all theſe demonſtrations of the meſt lively and 
exuberant joy. | 


with 
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with gold, and ſtretched to an extent of many mil- 
lions of leagues, is not disfigured with a ſingle flaw. 
That azure canopy, embroidered with ſtars, and 
ſpacious enough to form a covering for unnum- 
bered worlds, is without the leaſt ſpot or wrinkle, 
Vet this, even this, will ſcarce yield us ſo muck 


as a faint repreſentation of the divine purity. Gow 


is a GoD of matchleſs and tranſcendent excellency. 
His ways are uprightneſs itſelf. His counſels and 
words are the very ſanctity of wiſdom and of truth. 
The laws, which he has given to univerſal nature, 
are exquiſitly contrived, and beyond all poſſibility 
of improvement. The precepts, which he has ap- 
pointed for the human race, are a complete ſum- 
mary of all that is honourable in itſelf, and per- 
fective of the rational mind.—Not the leaſt over- 
ſight, in planning a ſeries of events for all futurity. 
Not the leaſt maleadminiſtration, in managing the 
affairs of every age, ſince time began; and of every 
nation under the whole heavens.—Pardon theſe 
diſparaging expreſſions. A negative perfection is 
far, far beneath thy dignity, O thou meſt Higheſt *. 
In all theſe inſtances ; in all thy acts, and all thy 

| attributes ; 


O thou moſt Higheſi—This expreſſion occurs more 
than once in the Pſalms uſed by the eſtabliſhed church. 
It is, 1 think, one of thoſe Beauties, which, becauſe of- 
ten exhibited, generally eſcape our notice. It is a ſuper- 
latiwe formed on a ſuperlative; and, though not ſtrictly 
conformable to grammatical rules, is nobly ſuperior to 
them all.— The language ſeems to be ſenſible of its own 
deficiency, when the it comprehenſible Jenovan is ad- 
drefled, or celebrated. Oppreſſed, as it were, with 
the glories of the ſubject, it labours after a more em- 
pbalical manner of diction, than the ordinary forms of 
ſpeech afford. —It is, if I rightly Jodge, one of thoſe da- 
ring and happy peculiarities of a maſterly genius, which 
Mr Pope ſo finely deſcribes ; and, while he deſcribes, 
exemplifies ; | 

Vor. U. N | Great 
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attributes; thou art not only holy, but © glorious 
in holineſs.” | 2 
So inconceivably holy is the LoRD Gop of hoſts, 
that he ſees defilement even in the brightneſs of the 
firmament. The living ſapphire of the heavens, 
before his Majeſty, loſes its luſtre. Tea, the ftars 
(though the moſt pure and reſplendent part of the 
| heavens) are not pure in his ſight. How much leſs man, 
who, in his fallen and depraved ſtate, is but as a worm 
that crawls in the corrupted carcaſe ; and the ſon of 
nan, who, by reaſon of his manifold actual impurities, 
is too juſtly compared to an inſect, that wallows amidſt 
ſtench and putrefaction * ?—ls there not then abun- 


dant 


Great wits ſometimes. may gloriouſiy offend, 
And ri/e to faults true critics dare not mend 
From vulgar bounds with brave diſorder part, 
And ſnatch a grace beyond the reach of art. 


Day on Criticiſm, 


St Pau; —naxirolepog marie Tor ayiov—is a beautiful paſſ- 
age of the like nature; which our tranſlators have very 
properly rendered, % than the leaſt of all ſaints. —H:s 
Fare, keaxncy, xprooey is another inftance of the ſame kind. 
But here the Engliſh verſion fails. Far better is extreme- 
ly fFaccid, compared with the zerwous original. And I 
greatly queſtion, whether it is poſſible to tranſlate the 
ſentence with equal conciſeneſs, and with equal ſpirit. 

See Eph. iii. 8. Phil. i. 23. ; 
3 2 xxv. 5. 6. I ſubmit it to the judgment of the 
learned, whecher this is not the true meaning of the 
text.— It may not, perhaps, recommend itſelf to the 
Squeamiſhly nice critic, or to thoſe perſons who dream of, 
I know not what, dignity in our fallen nature. But it 
ſeems, in preference to every other interpretation, /uitat/: 
to the ſacred context; and is far, far from being injari- 
ous to the character of that apoſtate race, which is “ al- 
* together become abominable,“ and “ is as an unclean 
„ thing.“ —On this ſuppoſition, there is not only an ap- 
3 | parent, 
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dant eauſe for the moſt irreproachable and eminent 


of mankind, to renounce all arrogant pretenſions; 
to lay aſide every aſſuming air; to take nothing but 
ſhame and confuſion to themſclves? A holy pro- 
phet, and a holy prince, felt ſuch humbling im- 
preſſions, from a glimpſe of the uncreated pu- 
rity, I abhoar myſelf in duſt and aſhes *, was the 
declaration of the one; I am a man of unclean 
lips r, the confeſſion of the other.-Should not 
this teach us all to adore the divine mercies, for 
that precious purifying fountain t, which was fore- 
told from the foundation of the world, but was 
opened at that awful juncture, when knotty whips 
tore the fleſh ; when ragged thoras mangled the 
temples; when ſharpened nails cut freſh ſluices 
for the crimſon current; when the gaſh of 
the ſpear completed the dreadful work, and forth- 


parent, but a very ſtriking contraſt, between the purity 
of Gow, and the pollution of man; the purity of the 
moſt high Gov, which outſhines the moon, and eclipſes 
the ſtars; the pollution of degenerate man, which, ex- 
clufive of a Saviour, would render him as loathſome to- 
the all-ſeeing Eye, as the vileſt vermin are in ours.— 
Without aſſigning this ſenſe to the paſſage, I cannot diſ- 


dern the force of the antirhe/is, nor indeed the propriety 
of the ſestiment. Worms, in the general, give us an 


idea of meanne/s and infirmity ; not of defilement and in- 
parity : unleſs they are inſects - hatched amidſt putrefac- 
tion, and conſidered in ſuch noifome circumſtances. The 
two words of the original, A and MY M are evi- 
dently uſed in this ſignification by Mo/es and IJſaiab ; 
by the former, to denote the vermin, which devoured 
the putrefied manna ; by the latter, to expreſs the reptiles, - 
which ſwarm in the body that ſ:es corruption. Exod. 
xvi. 20, Iſ. xiv, 11. | 1 | 
“job xlii. 6. + If. vi. 5. 7 
t In that day there ſhall be a fountain opened to the houſe. 
of David, and to the inhabitgnts of Fery/alem, for fin 
aud uncleaune/s, 7 ech. xin. 1, | 
3 with 
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with flowed there, from the wounded heart, Sd 
and water. 
Efſpecially finee Gop himſelf ſaw no blemiſh in 
his dear Son. He koketh to the moon, and it ſhineth 
not : yet his all-penetrating and jealous eye diſcern- 
ed nothing amiſs, nothing defective in our glorious 
Redeemer. Nothing amiſs ? He bore this moſt il- 
laſtrious teſtimony concerning his holy child Je- 
SUS: In him Jam pleaſed; I am well pleaſed; I 
acquieſce, with entire complacency, and with the 
* higheſt delight, in his perſon, his undertaking, 
and the whole execution of his office.“ How 
ſhould this thought enliven our hopes, while the o- 
ther mortifies our pride? Should not our hearts 
ipring withia us, and even leap for joy, at the re- 
peated afſurance given us by revelation, that 
tuch a divinely excellent perſon is our Media- 
tor ? What apparent reaſon has every believer to 
adopt the bleſſed virgin's exclamation ! © My ſoul 
*« deoth magnify the LORD for his tranſcendent 
«« mercy; and my ſpirit rejoices, not in wide-extend- 
© ed harveſts, waving over my fertile glebe * ; not 
“ in armies vanquiſhed, and leaving the peculiar 
<< treaſure of nations for my ſpoil *; but in an infi- 
<< nitely richer, nobler bleſſing, even in COD my 
_ . «. Saviour,” — That a perſon ſo ſublime and perfect, 
has vouchſafed to become my Surety ; to give him- 
felf for my ranſom, in the world below; and act as 
my Advocate in the Royal Preſence above; yea, to 
make my recovery the reward of his ſufferings; my 
goo felicity, the honour of his mediatorial king- 
om ! 


cc 


+ + The inſpired penman, from theſe two occaſions 

of diſtinguiſhed joy, ſets forth the incomparably greater 

_ delight, which ariſes from the gift of a Saviour, and the 
bleſſing of redemption. If. ix. ver. 3. compared with 


ver. 6. 
Wen 


7 
5 
2 
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When an innumerable multitude * of bodies, - 


many of them more than a hundred thouſand miles in 


diameter +, are all ſet in motion; — when the or- 


bits, in which they per form their periodical revolu- 


tions, are extended at the rate of ſeveral hundreds 
of millions; — when each has a diſtin and ſeparate 
ſphere for finiſhing his vaſt circuit; —when no one 
knows what it is to be cramped, but each moſt Free- 
ly expatiates, in his unbounded career; — when e- 
very one is placed at ſuch an immenſe remove from 
each other, that they appear to their reſpective in- 
habirants, only as ſo many ſpots of light: — How 
aſtoniſhing muſt be the expanſe, which yields room 
for all thoſe mighty globes, and their widely-diffu- 


ſed operations! To what prodigious lengths did the 
almighty Builder ſtretch his line, when he marked 
out the ſtupendous platform !—I wonder at ſuch: 
an immeaſurable extent. My very thoughts are loſt , 


in this abyſs of ſpace. But be it known to mortals, 
be it never forgot by ſinners, that, in all its moſt 
ſurpriſing amplitude, it is ſmall, it is ſcanty, com- 
pared-with the bounty and the mercy of its Maker. 
His bounty is abſolutely without limits , and 
without end. The moſt laviſh generoſity cannot 
| exhauſt, 


This refers, not only to the planets which paſs and 
repaſs about our ſun, but alſo to the other planetary 
2 which are ſuppoſed to attend the ſeveral fixed 

ars. | 

+ The diameter of Jupiter is calculated at 130,650 
miles, while its orbit is reckoned to conſiſt of 
895,134,000. Which computation, according to the 


maxims of aſtronomy, and the laws of proportion, may, 


as 1s taken for granted in the Contemplations, be applied 
to other planets revolving round other ſuns. & 
24 By bounty, I mean not the aQtual exerciſe, or the 
ſenfible effects, of this excellency in the Deity. Theſe 
are, and always mat C, through the immene& perfection 
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exhauſt, or even diminiſh his munificence. O! all 
ye tribes of men, or rather, all ye claſſes of intelli- 
gent creatures, ye are not ſtraitened in the ſiberality 
of your ever- bleſſed Creator; be not ſtraitened in 
your own expectations. Open your mouth wide, 
and he ſhall fill it” with copious and continual 
draughts from the cup of joy. Your Gop, on 
whom is your whole dependence, is more than able, 


is more than willing, to * ſupply all your need, ac- 


« cording to his riches in glory.” — When the 
Lok JEHovaAH is the giver, and his grace“ the 
gift ; let your wiſhes be unbounded, and your cra- 
vings inſatiable. All that created beings can poſh- 
bly covet, is but a very ſmall pittance of that un- 
known happineſs, which the everlaſting Benefactor 
is ready to beffow. Suppoſe every charitable diſpo- 
fition, which warms the hearts of the human race, 
added to thoſe more enlarged affections, which glow 
in heavenly boſoms ; what were they all, even in 
their higheſt exerciſe, compared with the benignity 
of the divine mature ? — Bleſs me then, thou eternal 
Source of love; bleſs all that reverence thy holy 


of the attribute, and the neceſſary ſcantineſs of the reci- 
pient, bounded. But I would be underſtood, as ſpeaking 
of the divine power, and the divine euv//l, to exert divine 
beneficence, Theſe can have no real, no imaginable li- 
mits, Theſe, after a profuſion of bleſſings, diſtributed 
to unnumbered worlds, continued'through unnumbered a- 
ges, muſt ill have more to beſtow; for ever have more 
to beſtow ; infinitely more to beſtow, than it is poſſible | 
tor creation itſelf to receive. 
2 Cer.ix. 8. GOD 7s able to make all grace abound 
toxvards you, that ye, having all ſufficiency in all things, 
may abound fs every good work. How beautiful and em- 
phatical is this deſcription! infertor to nothing, but 
that extent of ability, and thoſe riches of liberality, 
u hich it ſo eloquently celebrates. Does it not exhauſt 
al the powers of language, while it attempts to give us 
a /pecime.1 of ihe mu, ifcence of the os??? 


name; 
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name; according to thy own moſt profuſe good- 
neſs; whoſe great prerogative it is to diſdain all 
meaſure. O!] bleſs us, in proportion to that grace; 
the richneſs of which (unutterable by the tongues of 
men, and of angels) was once /foken in the groans, 
and written in the wounds, of thy expiring 8on! 

Spacious indeed are theſe heavens! Where do 
they begin? where do they end? what is their ex- 
tent? Can angels anſwer my queſtion ? have angels 


. travelled the vaſt circuit.? can angels meaſure the 


bounds of ſpace? No; 'tis boundleſs, 'tis unknown, 
'tis amazing all. — How charming then to reflect, 
that the mercy of GOD is greater than the hea- 
« yens;” is more extenſive than the dimenſions of 
the ſky. Tranſporting reflection! Let me indulge 
thee once more. Let me think over the delight» 
ful diſplays of this lovely attribute; and, while I ad-_ 
mire the trophies of forgiving goodneſs, add one ta 

the number. — With what amiable and affecting co- 
lours is this repreſented in the parable of the prodi- 


gal! What could induce that fooliſh youth to for- 


ſake his father's houſe ? Had he not been tenderly 


| cheriſhed by the good parent, and loaded with be- 
| nefits from his indulgent hand? Were not the re- 


ſtraints of parental government an eaſy yoke ? or 


Once more refers to page 85. of Reflefions on k 


| Flower-garden.— The following pages, to the 152d, ex- 


hibit a digrefive view of the divine mercy. I thought 
it proper to appriſe my reader of this excurfion ; though, 
] hope, it will be needleſs to offer an apology for enlar- 


ging upon a theme incomparably joyous. Who can com- 


plain of zediou/ne/s, while I ſpeak Conſolation to diſtreſſ- 


ed, and recovery to ruined creatures? The divine mer- 
ey is the ſole fountain of all our preſent and future bleſſ- 


ings. In conformity to this benign attribute, human 
hopes ariſe, and human felicity lows. Who, therefore, 
can be weary of wiewing and reviewing, when the 
lengvhs and breadths of forgiving grace are the raviſhing 
proſpett ? ; _=— | 

5 Tather, 
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rather, a preſervative from ruin? Notwithſtanding 
everyendearing obligation, be revolts from his duty ; 
and launches into ſuch ſcandalous irregularities, as 
were diſhonourable to his family, and deſtructive to 
himſelf. When neceſſi y, notchoice, but ſharp neceſ- 
ſity drove him to a ſubmiſſive return; does the in- 
jured father ſtand aloof, or ſhut his doors? Quite 
the reverſe. He eſpies him, while he is yet a great 
way ; and, the moment he beholds the profli- 
gate youth, he has compaſſion on him. His bowels 
yearn; they found like an harp,” touched with 
notes divinely ſoft. Ile never once thinks of his 
ungracious departure, and infamous debaucheries, 
Pity, parental pity, paſſes an act of oblivion; and, 
in one inſtant, cancels a ſeries of long-continued 
-provocations, —So ſtrong are the workings of fa- 
therly affection, that he is almoſt impatient to em- 
brace the naked and deſtitute wretch. The ſon's 
= is flow, He areſe and came; the father's is ſwift, 

e ſprung forth (aged as he was) and ran. And 
is there a ſingle frown in his brow, or one upbraid- 
ing word on his tongue ? — Inſtead of loathing the 
ſordid creature, or reproaching him for his odious 
exceſſes, he falls on his neck, claſps him in his arms, 
and hugs him to his boſom. * Inſtead of diſowning 
the riotous ſpendthrift, or rejecting him for, his un- 
dutiful behaviour, he receives and welcomes him 
with Kies of delight. He rejoices at his return 
from extravagance and vice, as he formerly rejoiced 
on the day of his nativity. _— When this companion 
of harlots opens his mouth, before he ſpeaks, the 
Father hears. He interrupts him, in the midit of 
his intended ſpeech. The overflowings of his com- 
paſſionate heart can brook no delay. He ſeems to 
be uneaſy himſelf, till he has made the afflicted pe- 
nitent glad, with the aſſurance of his acceptance, and 
the choiceſt of his favours. —While the poor abaſh- 
ed offcnder ſeeks nothing more than not to be ab- 
| | horred, 


3 / 
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horred, he is thoroughly reconciled, and honoured 
before the whole family. While he requeſts no o- 
ther indulgence, than only to be treated as the mean- 
eft ſervant, he is clothed with the beft robe; he is 
feaſted with the Fatted calf; he is careſſcd as the 
deareſt of children,— Was there ever ſo bright and 
winning a picture of the tendereſt mercy, moſt free- 
ly vouchſafed, even to the moſt unworthy of crea- 
tures ? Yet thus, my ſoul; and thus, my Lllow-fin- 
ner; will the LoR D Gop of everlaſting compaſſions 
receive us, if, ſenſible of our miſery, and thirſting 
for ſalvation, we turn to him through J=sys 
CHRIST. 

Where fin has abounded, ſays the proclamation 
from the court of heaven, grace doth much more ab- 
ound —Manaſſeh was a monſter of barbarity ; for 
he cauſed his own children to paſs through the fire, 
and filled Feru/alem with innocent blood. Mana/- 
ſeb was an adept in iniquity ; for he not only multi- 
plied, and to an extravagant degree, his own ſacri- 


. [& legious impieties; but he poiſoned the principles, 
« and perverted the manners of his ſubjects, making 
s | them to do worſe than the moſt deteſtable of the Hea- 
s, then idolaters. * Yet, through this ſuperabundant 
g grace, he is humbled ; he is reformed ; and becomes 
a. a child of forgiving love, an heir of immortal glo- 
m y. Behold that bitter and bloody perſecutor Saul, 
'N when, breathing out threatenings +, and bent upon 
ed | ; ſlaughter, 
on | 


* Gee 2 Chron, xxxiii. 1 23 


he + Acts ix. 1. Eavnec c ECT VEWY ATI KA D, Saul yet 
of brea hing out threatenings and laughter. — What a repre- 
m- ſentation is here of a mind, mad with rage, and aban- 


doned to the fierceſt extremes of barbarity! I ſcarce 
know, whether I am more /hocted at the perſecutor's ſa- 
vage diſpoſition, or charmed with the evangeliſt's lively 
deſcription. —The adverb : ſeemy referable to chap. viii. 
ver. 3. and has, in this connechon, a peculiar force, 


The 
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laughter, he worried the lambs, and put to death 
| the diſciples of Jeſus. Who, upon the principles 
of human judgment, would not have pronounced 
him a veſlel of wrath, deſtined to unavoidable dam- 
nation? nay, would not have been ready to con- 
clude, that, if there were heavier chains, and a deep- 
er dungeon, in the world of wo, they mult ſurely 
be reſerved for ſuch an implacable enemy of true 
- godlineſs ? Yet (admire, and adore, the inexhauſti- 
ble treaſures of grace !) this Saul is admitted into 
the goodly fellowſhip of the prophets ; is numbered 
with the noble -army of martyrs; and makes a 
diſtinguiſhed figure among the glorious company 
of the apoſtles. —The Corinthians were flagitious e- 
ven to a proverb. Some of them wallowed in ſuch 
abominable vices, and habituated themſelves to ſuch 
outrageous acts of injuſtice, as were a reproach to 
human nature, Yet even theſe ſons of violence, 
and ſlaves of ſenſuality, ©* were waſhed, were ſanc- 
« tified, were juſtified *. Maſhed in the precious 


blood of a dying Redeemer ; ſanctiſied by the power- 


ful operations of the bleſſed Spirit; 7uſtified through 
the iüfinitely tender mercies of a gracious Gov, 


Thoſe who were once the burden of the earth, are 


now the joy of heaven, and the delight of angels, 


The havock he had committed, the inoffenſive families 


de had already ruined, were got ſufficient to aſſuage bis 
vengeful ſpirit, They were only a tage; which, inſtead 
of 2 the blood-hound, made him more cloſely 
purſue the track, and more eagerly pant for deſtruction. 
— He is ill athirſt for violence 4 murder. So eager 
and inſatiable is his thirit, that he even breathes cut 
threatening and flavghter. His words are ſpears and ar- 
rows, and his tongue a ſharp ſword. Tis as natural for 
him to menace the Chriſtians, as to breathe the air.— 
Nay, they bleed every hour, every moment, in the pur- 
' Poſes of his rancorous hrart. It is only owing to wan: 
of power, that every ſyliable he utters, every breath be 
draws, does not deal about deaths, and cauſe ſome of he 
innocent diſciples to fall. * 1 Cor. vi. 9. 10. 11. 
| There 
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There is another inſtance in ſcripture, which moſt. 
loudly publiſhes that ſweeteſt of the divine names, 
The LO RD, the LORD 6 OD, merciful 
and gracious, long-ſuffering, and abundant in good- 
neſs and truth; keeping mercy for thouſands, for- 
giving iniquity, tranſgreſſion, and ſin . An in- 
ſtance this, which exceeds all the former ; which 
exceeds whatever can be imagined ; which if I was 
to forget, the very ſtones might cry out, and ſound 
it in my ears. I mean the caſe of thoſe finners, who 
murdered the Prince of peace, and LorD of 


2 glocy.—Theſe men could ſcarce have the ſhadow of 
an excuſe for their crime, hardly 1 circumſtance to 
4 extenuate their guilt. They were well acquainted” 


with his exemplary converſation; they had often 


heard his heavenly doctrines; they were almoſt 


daily ſpectators of his unequalled miracles. They 


T therefore had all poſſible reafon to honour him, as 


dhe moſt illuſtrious of beings; and to receive his 


then tribunal ; 
gainſt innocence and holineſs itſelf, Never was the 


Judge? 


goſpel, as the moſt ineſtimable of bleſſings. Yet, 
notwithſtanding all theſe engaging motives to love 
him, even above their own lives, they ſeize his per- 
ſon; aſperſe his character; drag him before a Hea- 
and extort a ſentence of death a- 


vileſt. ſlave ſo contumeliouſly abuſed ; nor the moſt 


8 execrable maleſactor lo barbarouſly executed. The 


fun was confounded at the ſhocking ſcene ; and one 
cannot but wonder, how the avenging lightnings. 
could with-hold their flaſhes, The earth trembled 
at the horrid deed; and why, why did it not cleave 
aſunder, and open a paſſage for ſuch blood-thirſty 
miſcreants into the nethermoſt hell? Shall % 
cyer hope to obtain forgiveneſs from the righteous 

Shall not zhez/e be conſigned over to inexo- 
rable wrath, and the ſevereſt torments ?—-() the 
[miraculous effects of divige grace! O the tri- 

* Exod, xxxiv. 6, 7. oy 


hd 


umphant 
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umphant goodneſs of Gop our Saviour! Many, 
even of theſe impious wretches, at the deſcent of 
the Holy Ghoſt, were convinced of their miſerable 
ſtate; were wounded with penitential remorſe ; fled 
to the ſanctuary of the croſs ; had their pardon ra- 
tified by the baptiſmal ſeal ; and, continuing in the 
apoſtles doctrine, were made partakers of the king- 
dom of heaven: where they now ſhine, as ſo ma- 
. ny everlaſting monuments of moſt diſtinguiſhed mer- 
cy; and receive beatitude paſt utterance, from that 
very Redeemer, whom once with wicked hands 
** they crucified and flew.” | 

Well might the prophet cry out, with a pleaſing 
amazement, © Who is a Gop like unto thee, that 
« pardoneth iniquity, and paſſeth by tranſgreflion *!” 
Let all fleſh know aſſuredly, let all fleth rejoice 
greatly, That with the LoxDp there is ſuch mercy, 
and with his CyrisT ſuch plentiful redemption. 
—And O!] for the voice of an archangel, to circu- 
late the glad tidings through, the univerſe : that the 
American ſavage, as well as the European ſage, may 
learn the exceeding riches of grace in CHRIST ; 
through whoſe infinitely great propitiation, all 
manner of fin, barbarity, and blaſphemy, are free- 
Iy forgiven unto men. 


What a grand and majeſtic deme is the ſky! 
Where are the pillars which ſupport the ſtately con- 
cave? What art, moſt exactly true, balanced the 
preſſure? What props of inſuperable ſtrength ſuſ- 
tain the weight? How is that immeaſurable arch 


upheld, unſhaken, and unimpaired ; while fo many 


generations of buſy mortals have ſunk and difap- 

peared, as bubbles upon the ſtream ?—If thoſe ſtars 

are of ſuch an amazing bulk, how are they alſo 

Faſtened in their lofty ſituation? By what miracle 

in mechanics, are ſo many thouſands of ponderous 

orbs kept from falling upon our heads; kept from 
Mic. vii. 18. 


daſhing 
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daſhing both the world to pieces, and its inhabi- 
tants to death? Are they hung 1n golden or ada- 
mantine chains? Reſt they their enormous load 
on rocks of marble, or columns of braſs? No; 
they are pendulous in fluid ether ; yet are more im- 
moveably fixed, than if the everlaſting mountains 
lent their foreſts for an axletree, or their ridges for 
a baſis. The almighty Architect fretches out the 
north, and its whole ſtarry train, over the empty place. 
He hangs the earth, and all the ethereal globes, up- 
on nothing *, Yet are their foundations laid fo 
ſure, that they can never be moved at any time.“ 

No unfit repreſentativn, to the fincere Chriſtian, 
of his final perſeveranc 4: ſuch as points out the 

cauſe 

* Job xxvi. 7. 

+ With regard to the final perſeverance of the true be. 
liever, I am ſenſible, this point is not a little controvert- 
ed. The ſenciments which follow, are my ſted faſt be- 
lief. It is by no means proper, in a work of this nature, 
to enter upon a diſcuſſion of the ſubject; neither have [ 
room, ſo much as to hint what might be urged for its 
ſupport. Let my reader obſerve, that I am far from de- 
livering it as eſſential to Chriſtianity, or neceſſary to ſal- 
vation. Millions of the very contrary conviction are, I 
doubt not, high in the favour of Gop, and in a growing 
meetneſs for his heavenly kingdom. As I blame none 
for rejecting, none, I hope, will be offended with me for 
e/oufing, this particular doctrine.— To be of different o- 
pinions, at leaſt in ſome inferior inſtances, ſeems an un- 
avoidable conſequence of our preſent ſtate ; where igno- 
rance in part cleaves to the wiſeſt minds, and prejudice 
eaſily beſets the moſt impartial judgments, This may 
turn to our common advantage | and afford room 
for the diſplay and exerciſe of thoſe healing virtues, 
moderation, meekpeſs, and forbearance.— Let me onl 
be permitted to aſk, Whether this tenet does not evi- 
dently tend to eſtabliſh the comfort of the Chriſtian, and 
to magnify the fd:/iry of Gop our Saviour? whether, 
far from countenancing floth, or encouraging remiſſneſs, 
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cauſe which effects it, and conſtitutes the pledge 
which aſcertains it. — His nature is all enfcebled. 
He is not able, of himſelf, to think a good thought. 
He has no vi/ible ſafeguard, nor any ſufficiency of 
His own. And yet whole legions of formidable ene- 
mies are in a confederacy to compaſs his ruin. The 
world lays unnumbered ſnares for his feet: the devi 


to 4row! that our labour ſhall not be in vain, is not the 
moſt prevailing inducement to abound in the work of the 
Lond? 1 Cor. xv. 38. 19 
Is any one inclined to examine the reaſons, which 
made the author a proſelyte to this perſuaſion? He may 
find them diſplayed in the memorial, delivered by ſeveral 
ſelect and eminent divines of the church of England, at 
the renowned ſy nod of Dordt.—(See Ada Synod. Dodrech. 
par. 2. page 246. of the Latin edition, publiſhed in a 
fingle quarto volume) — Thoſe who have no opportunity 
of conſulting the memoirs of that venerable aſſembly, I 
would refer to the works of the indefatigable and very 
learned Turretin, or to thoſe of the candid and elegant 
Witfres,— Turret. tom. II. q. xvi. Witſ. Oecon. lib. III. 
« X111. 
The lateſt and fulleſt view of the point, which I ever 
remember to have met with, in any of our Exgliſb wri- 
ters, is in the Lime. ſtreet lectures; which are a defence of 
ſeveral moſt important doctrines of the goſpel, and con- 
tained in two octavo volumes; the united labours of ain 
modern divines; moſt of whom are ave/! known to the 
world, by their orher evangelical and uſeful writings. In 
thoſe lectures, the final perſeyerance of the ſaints is very 
particularly ſtated, and, to my apprehenſion at leaſt, moſt 
ſatis factorily proved; the arguments ufually urged againſt 
It, are impartially conſidered, and I cannot but think 
(with all due deference to the judgment of others) un- 
:anſwerably confuted. | 
And here (not to.ſwell this note any farther) I ſhall on- 
ly juſt hint, that the judicious Hooker (an authority, per- 
"haps, as weighty and unexceptionable as any that can 
-well be produced) gives a /elemn.atteftation to this tenet, 
An a- ſhort diſcourſe on the perpetuity of faith, ſubjoined 
to his Eccle/ia/tical Polity. Fol. edit. | 
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is inceſſantly urging the ſiege, by a multitude of fie- 
ry darts, or wily temptations ; the Fefb, like a per- 


fidious inmate, under colour of friendſhip, and a 


ſpecious pretence of pleaſure, is always forward to- 
betray his integrity. — Bur, amidſt all theſe threat- 
ening circumſtances, of perfonal weakneſs, and im- 
minent danger, an invitible aid is his defence. 7 
« will uphold thee, ſays the bleſſed Gop, with the 
« right hand of my righteouſneſs * Comfortable: 
truth ! The arm, which fixes the ſtars in their or- 
ders, and guides the planets in their courſe, is 
ſtretched out to preſerve the heirs of ſalvation.— 
« My ſbeep, adds the great Redeemer, are mine; 
* and they ſball never periſh; neither ſhall any 
« pluck them out of my hand +,” What words are 
theſe ! and did they come from HI, who hath all 
power in heaven and on earth! and were they ſpoke. 
to the weakeſt of the flock; to every unfeigned fol- 
lower of the great Shepherd ? Then, Onnipnence. 
itſelf muſt be vanguiſbed, before they can be di ray- 
ed, either by the ſeductions of fraud, or the aflaults- 
of violence. K | : 

If you aſk therefore, What ſecurity. we have of 
enduring to the end, and continuing faithful unto- 
death? — The very ame that eſtabliſhes. the hea-- 


# vens, and ſettles the ordinances of the univerſe.. 


Can theſe be thrown into confuſion g? Then may 
the true believer draw back unto perdition. Can. 


the ſun be diſlodged from his ſphere, and ruth law- 


leſsly through the ſky ? Then, and then only, can 
the faith of God's elect || be finally overthrown, —- 
Be of good courage then, my ſoul; rely on thoſe 
divine ſuccours, which are fo folemaly ſtipulated, 
ſo fairhfully promiſed. Though thy grace be lan- 
guid, as the glimmering ſpark; though the over-- 
flowings of corruption threaten it wich total extine- 


I. xli. 10. t John x. 28. 
13. 36. fn. 
n O 2 tion. 
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tion; yet, fince the great JEHovan has underta- 
ken to cheriſh the dim principle, many waters 
cannot quench it, nor all floods drown it.“ Nay, 
though it were feeble as the Smoking fax *, good- 
neſs and faithfulneſs ſtand engaged to augment the 
heat; to raiſe the fire, and feed the flame; till it 
beam forth, a lamp of immortal glory, in the hea- 
vens. x 

As to the faithfulneſs of a covenanting Gop, this 
may be emblematically ſeen in the ſtability of the 
heavenly bodies, and the perpetuity of their moti- 
ens +. — Thoſe that are fixed or ſtationary, conti- 
nue unalterable in their grand elevations. No in- 
jurious ſhocks, no violence of conflicting elements, 


The 7enderne/s and faithfulne/s of Gop to his peo- 
ple, are finely pictured by the prophet Jaiab, chap. xlii. 
ver. 3. Which paſſage, becauſe of its rich conſolation, 
and uncommon beauty, is deſervedly adopted by St Mat- 
theo, and ingrafted into the ſyſtem of evangelical truths. 
He will not himſelf break, nor ſuffer to be broken by 
any other, the bruiſed reed; nor quench the ſmoking flax. 
Was it poſſible te have choſen two more delicate, and 
_ expreſſive repreſentations ?—Could any image be more 
fgnificant of a very infirm and enfeebled faith, than 
the flexile reed, that bends before every wind: which, 
beſides its natural weakneſs, is made abundantly weaker 
by being braui/ed; and fo is ready to fall in pieces of it- 
ſelf ?—Or, could any thing, with a more pathetical ex- 
actneſs, deſcribe the extreme imbecillity of that other 
principle of the divine life, love? The ſtate of the fl x. 
Juſt begining to bu: n, is liable to be put out by the leaſt 
blaſt: more liable fill is the wick of the lamp, when it 
3s not ſo much as kindled into a glimmering flame, but 
only breathing ſmoke, and uncertain whether it ſhall tak: 
fire or no. —Yet true faith, and heavenly love, though 
ſubſiſting amidſt ſuch pitiable infirmities, will not be a- 
bandoned by their g eat Author; ſhall not be extinguiſh-. 
ed by any temptations ; but be maintained, invigorated, 
and made finally triumphant, Math. xii. 20. 

+ Pfal. cxix. 89. go. 
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are able to diſplace thoſe everlaſting hinges, on which 
dependent worlds revolve. Through the whole 
flight of time, they recede not, ſo much as a hair's 
breadth, from the preciſe central point of their re- 
ſpective ſyſtems. — While the erratic, or planetary, 
pe: form their prodigious ſtages. without any inter- 
miſſion, or the leaſt embarraſſment. How ſoon, . 
and how eaſily, is the moſt finiſhed piece ot human 
machinery diſconcerted ! But all the celeſtial move- 
ments are ſo nicely adjuſted, all their. operations ſo 
critically proportioned, and their mutual depend- 
encies ſo ſtrongly connected, that theyprolong their 
beneficial courſes throughout all ages. While migy- 
ty cities are overwhelmed with ruin, and their very 
names loft in oblivion ; while vaſt empires are ſwept. 
from their foundations, and leave not fo much as a- 
ſhadowy trace of their ancient magnificence ; while 
all terreſtrial things are ſubject to viciſſitude, and 
fluctuating in uncertainty ; theſe are permanent in 
their duration; theſe are invariable in their func- 
tions. Not one faileth.” — Who doubts the con- 
ſtant ſucceſſion of day and night, or the regular re- 
turns of ſummer and winter? And why, OI why 
ſhall we doubt the veracity of Gop, or diſtruſt the 
accompliſhment of his hoiy word? Can the ordinan<- 


ces of heaven depart? Then only can Gop 


forget 


to be gracious, or neglect the performance of 


his promiſe. —Nay,. our LoRD gives us yet 


firmer - 


ground of affiance. He affords us a ſurer bottom 


for our faith, than. the fundamental laws 


of the 


univerſe. Feen and earth, he ſays, hall pas 
way but my words ſball not, in a ſingle inſtance, , 


or in one tittle of their. import, paſs away. 


No; EZ 


his ſacred word, whatever may obſtruct it, whoever : 
may oppoſe it, fhall be fulfilled to the very utter- - 
moſt. 

0 powerful word! How aſtoniſhing is its effioa - 
Tt When this. word was iſſurd forth, .a thouſand 
873 
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worlds emerged out of nothing. Should the migh- 
ty orders be repeated, a thouſand more would 


{privg into exiſteunce. By this word, the vaſt tyſtem 


of created things is upheld, in conſtant and immu- 
table perteQien. Should it give command, or 
ceaſe to exert its energy, the univerſal frame wouid 
be diſſolved, and all nature revert to her original 
chaos. And this very word is pledged for the lafe- 
ty, the comfort, the happineſs of the godly. This 
inviolable, this almighty word, /peaks. in all the 
promiſes of the goſpel. — How ſtrangely in fatuated 
are our ſouls, that we ſhould value it fo little ? What 
infidels are we in fact, that we ſhould depend upon 


it no more!] Did it create whatever has a being; and 


ſhall it not work Faith in our breaſts? Do unnum- 
bered worlds owe their ſupport to this word; and 


ſhall it not be ſufficient to buoy up our ſouls in trou- 


bles, or eſtabliſh them in trials? Is it the / /e of the 

univerſe, and ſhall it be a dead letter to mankind ? 
If I wiſh to be heard, when I implore heavenly 

bleſlings ; is not this privilege moſt clearly made o- 


ver to my. enjoyment, in that well-known text, 
* Aik, and it ſhall be given you *?”—If L long for 


the eternal Comforter, to dwell in my heart, and 


ſanctify my nature; have I not an apparent title to 
this high preregative, conferred in that ſweet aſſer- 
tive interrogation, ** How much more ſhall your. 
, "= give the Holy Spirit to thoſe that 
*« aſk him + ?”—IfI earneſtly covet the ineſtimable 
reeaſures, that are comprized in the great IMmMa-. 
NUEL's mediation; can L have a firmer claim to the 
noble portion, than is granted in that. moſt precious. 
kripture, Him that cometh to me, I. will in no 


„% heavenly 


viſe caſt out 4? What aflurance of being inter- 


eſted in theſe, unſpeakable mercies would I defire ? 
— of conveyance, what deed of ſettlement, 


What 
Rere it left to my own option, ſhould. I chuſe? Here 


Mach. vii. 7. T Lake. xi. 14. 1. John vi. 37. 
3 | 18. 
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is the word of a King, the King immortal and invi- 
ſible ; all whoſe declarations * are truth iuelf, — If 
a monarch beſtow immunities on a body of men, 
and confirm them by an auihentic charter ; no one 

controverts, no one queſtions, their right to the. 
royal favours! And why ſhould we ſuſpect the va- 
lidity of thoſe glorious grants, which are made by 
the everlaſting Sovercign of nature; which he has 
alſo ratified by an oath, and /zal:d with the blood 
of his Son ? — Corporations may be disfranchiſed, 
and charters revoked ; even mountains may be re- 
moved, and ſtars drop from their ſpheres : but a te- 
nure, founded on the divine promile, is mana; 


ſecure, is lafting as eternity itſelf, 


We have endeavoured to ſpell a /y!lable of the: 
eternal Name, in the ancient manuſcript of the ſky.. 
We have catched a glimpſe of the Almighty's glory, 


from the luſtre of innumerable ſtars. 


But would: 


ve behold all his excellencies pourtrayed in full per- 
fection, and drawn to the very life; let us atten-- 
tively. confider. the REDEEMER.—I obſerve, there 
are ſome parts of the firmament, in which the ſtars 
ſeem as it were to cluſter. They are ſown thicker,. 


they lie cloſer, than uſual ; and ſtrike the eye with 


redoubled ſplendor. Like the jewels on a crown, 
they mingle their beams; and reflect an increaſe of 
brilliancy on each other. Is there not ſuch an aſ- 


ſemblage, ſuch a conſſellation of the divine honours, 


moſt amiably effulgent in the bleſſed JESUS? 

Does not infinite wi/dom + ſhine, with ſurpaſſing. 
brightneſs, in CHRIST? To the making of a. 
world, there was no obſtacle ;, but to the ſaving, 


[If. hc fail, 
The pillar'd firmament is rottenneſs, 
And earth's baſe built on ſtubble.— 


t. See the. next note. 
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of man, there ſeemed to be unſurmountable bars. 
If the rebel is ſuffered to eſcape, where is the in- 

ible juftice, which denounces “ death as the 
wages of ſin?” If the offender is thoroughly 
pardoned, where is the inviolab'e veracity, which 
has ſolemnly declared, The foul that ſinneth, 
„ ſhall die?“ Theſe awful attributes are let in ter- 
rible array; and, like an imp-netrable battalion, 
oppoſe the ſalvation of apoſtate mankind. Who 
can ſuggeſt a method to ab/o/ve the traiterous race, 
y :t vindicate the honours of almighty ſovereignty ? 
This is an intricacy, which the moſt exalted of 
finite intelligences are udable to clear. —Bbat be- 
hold the un/earchable ſecret revealed! revealed 
in the wonderful redemption accompliſhed by. a dy- 
ing Saviour! fo plainly revealed, that he who 
„ runs may read;” and even babes underſtand, 


what mings of the deepeſt penetration could not. 
contrive.— The Son of Gop, taking our nature, 


obeys the law, and undergoes death, in our ſtead, 
By this means, the threatened curſe is executed, in 
all its rigour, and free grace is exerciſed in all its 
riches. Juſtice maintains her rights, and, with a 
ſteady hand, adminiſters impartial vengeance ; while 
mercy diſpenſes her pardons, and welcomes the re- 
pentant criminal into the tendereſt embraces. Here- 
by, the ſeemingly thwarting attributes are reconci- 
Jed. The ſinner is ſaved, not only in full confiftence 
with the honour of the ſupreme perfections, but 
to the moſt iluſtrious manifeſtation of them all. 


Where does the divine power * ſo ſfignally.exert 


* CurisT, the wiſdom of G O D, and the power of 
G O D. 1 Cor. i. 24.—To the intent that now, unto the 
friuGpalities and powers in heavenly. plares, might be 


knowa by the church (by the amazing contrivance, and 


accompliſhment of its redemption) the deep, extenſive, 
and (neavrexines) greatly diverſified wiſdom of G OD. 
Eph. iii. 10. e 

uſe l. 
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iifelf, as in the croſs of CHRIST, and in the con- 
queſts of grace ? — Our Lok p, in his loweſt ſtate 
of humiliation, gained a more glorious victory, 
than when, through the dividing ſca, and the waſte 
howling wilderneſs, he rode upon his chariots 
« and horſes of {alvation,” When his hands were 
rivetted, with irons, to the bloody tree; he difarm- 
ed death of its ſting, and plucked the prey from 
the jaws of hell. Then, even then, while he was 
crucified in weakneſs, he vanquiſhed the /ffrong man, 
and ſubdued our moſt formidable enemies. Even 
then he ſpoiled principalities, triumphed over the 
= powers of darknels, and led captivity captive. Nov 
he is cxalted to his heavenly throne, with what a 
= prevailing efficacy does his grace go forth, “con- 
= quering and to conquer !”—PBy this, the flaves of 
ſin are reſcued from their bondage, and reſtored to 
the liberty of righteouſneſs, By this, depraved 
wretches, whoſe appetites were ſenſual, and their 
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5 diſpoſitions devili/h, are not only 1cnewed, but re 
| newed after the image of Gop, aud made parta- 
kers of a divine nature.“ Millions, millions gf loſt 
1 creatures are ſnatched, by the interpoſition of grace, 
£ like brands from the burning; and, trauflated into 
, everlaſtſng marſions, ſhine brighter than the fars, 
a ſhine bright as the /u¹n, in the kingdom of their Fa- 
x ther, | 
Would you then fee an incomparably more bright 
display of the divine excellency, than the unſpotted 
* firmament, the ſpangles of heaven, or the golden 
| fountain of day exhibit? Contemplate JESUS of 
* Nazareth. He is the brighineſs of his Father's glo- 
of ry, and the expreſs image of his perſon, In his 
he immaculate nature, in his heavenly tempers, in his 
b moſt holy life, the moral per/efiions ot the Deity 
& 


are repreſented to the highieſt advantage “.— Hark! 
5 In this ſenſe, that ſaying of our Los p is eminently 
true, He tat hath ſeen IM E, hath jeen the F AT HER» 

f John xiv . 9. | ES 
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how mercy, with her charming voice, ſpeaks in all 


he utters.—See ! how benevolence pours her chci- 
ceſt ſtores, in all he does. Did ever compaſſion look 
ſo amiably ſoft, as in thoſe pitying tears, which ſwel- 
led bis eyes, and trickled down his checks, to be- 
dew the rancour of h's inveterate enemies? Was 
it poſſible for patience to aſſume a form ſo lovely, 
as that ſweetly-winning conduct, which bore the 
contradiction of ſinners? which intreated the ob- 
ſtinate to be reconciled ; beſought the guilty not to 
die ?—In other things, we may find ſome ſcattered 
rays of JEHoOvan's glory; but in CHRIS T * are 
all collected and united, in Chriſt they beam forth 
with the ſtrongeſt radiance, with the moſt delight- 
ful effulgence. Out of Sion, and in Sion's great Re- 
deemer, hath GOD appeared in perfect beauty. 
Search then, my ſoul, above all other purſuits, 
ſearch the records of redeeming love. Let theſe be 
the principal objects of thy ſtudy. Here employ 
thyſelf with the moſt unwearied aſſiduity.— In theſe 
are hid all the treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge *. 
Such wiſdom, as charms and aſtonithes the very an- 


gels; engages their cloſeſt attention, and fills them 


with the deepeſt adoration : fuch knowledge, as 
| qualifies 


* Colo. ii, 3.—Not a mean degree, but a rrea/ure ; 
not one treaſure, but may ; not many only, but a/l trea- 
ſures, of true wiſdom, and ſaving knowledge; are in 
Cnaisr, and his glorious goſpel. — The tranſcendent ex- 
cellency of thoſe treaſutes {-ems to be finely intimated in 
that other expreſſion «rocv73;, bid; which maybe interpre- 
ted by the Hebrew, ML. job. iii. 21. laid up, with 
the utmolt care, and i.e grcatett ſafety, Not left at all ad- 
vei:tures, tote tumbled apon by every giddy wanderer, or 
to fall into the arms of the yawning ſluggard; bur, like 
Jewels of the brighteft luſtte, or riches of the higheft value, 
kept in flore to adorn an reward the diligent ſearcher. 

I This, I belive, is the import of the apoſtle's lan- 
gua ge, though it is rot a Hera tranſlation of ts @ txibu- 
Kovory ayſines rapaxuyai, I Pel. 1. 12.— Il never had 

ſuch 
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qualifies the poſſeſſor, if not for offices of dignity 
on earth, yet for the moſt honourable advance- 
ments in the kingdom of heaven.  Diſunited from 
which knowledge, all application is but elaborate 
impertinence ; and all ſcience, no better than pom- 
pous ignorance,—Theſe records contain the fault 
leſs model of duty, and the nobleſt motives to obe- 
dience, Nothing fo powerful to work a lively faith 
and a joyful hope, as an attentive conſideration of 
our LoRD's unutterable merits. Nothing ſo ſove- 
Z reign to antidote the peſtilential influence of the 
world, and deliver our affections from a ſlavery to 
ignoble objects, as an habitual remembrance of his 
extreme agonies. The genuine, the ever-fruitful 
= ſource of all morality, is the unfeigned love of 
Cunts r; and the croſs, the cRoss, is the appoint- 
ed“ altar, from which we may fetch a coal +, to 
Z inkindle this ſacred fire. 


© ſuch a lively apprehenſion of the beautiful ſigniſicaney of 
the laſt word, as when 1 have attended a Aigection of 
ſome part of the animal body. In order to diſcern the 
minutiæ of the admirable frame, the latent 'wonders of 
| art and mechaniſm, the eye is ſo ſharpened, and its ap- 
© plication ſo inten/ely bended, as gives a very juſt experi- 
mental comment on that expreſſive phraſe, Tezpaxuyu,,— 
With ſuch earneſt attention, is the everlaſting goſpel con- 
 [Etemplated'by the angelic orders! How much more, if it 
vere poſſible, does it deſerve the devout and inceſſantcon- 
ſideration of human minds? Since by then, it is not 
only to be ſpeculated, as a bright and raviſhing diſplay 
of the divine attributes; but to be applied to their fallen 
mature, as a moſt benign ſcheme of recovering grace; as 
che ſure and only method of obtaining life and immorta- 
lity. 


WB OE 


od And I, ſays our Lord, if 1 be lifted up from the 
© [earth, and extended on the croſs, will draw all men 
ey 


unte me; will give ſuch a rich and tranſcendent diſplay 
pf ny love, as ſhall conſtitute the moſt powerful and pre- 
ailing attractive of eur. John xii. 32, 

I + Alluding to lf. vi. 6. 
Behold, 
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Behold, therefore, the man ; the matchleſs and 
ſtupendous man; whoſe practice was a pattern of 
the moſt exalted virine, and his perſon the mirror 
of every divine perfection. Examine the memoirs 
of his heavenly temper, and exemplary converſa- 
tion. Contemplate that choir of graces, which were 
aſſociated in his mind, and ſhed the higheſt luſtre 
on all his actions. Familiarize to thy thoughts his 
inſtructive diſcourſs, and enter into the very ſpirit 
of his refined doctrines: that the graces may be 


transfuſed into thy breaſt, and the doctrines tran- 


ſcribed in thy life. —Follow him to Calvary's horrid 
eminence ; to Calvary's fatal cataſtrophe. Where 
innocence, dignity, and merit. were made perfect 
through ſufferings : each ſhining, with all poffible 


ſplendor, through the tragical ſcene ; ſomewhat like 


his own radiant bow, then glowing with the greateſt 
beauty, when appearing. in the darkeſt cloud, —Þe 


thy moſt conſtant attention fixed on that lovely and | 


ſorrowful ſpectacle. Behold the ſpotleſs victim nail- 
ed to the tree, and ſtabbed to the heart. Hear hin 
pouring out prayers for his murderers, before he 
- poured out his foul for tranſgreſſors. See the 
wounds that ſtream with forgiveneſs, and bleed baln 
for a diſtempered world. O! fee the juſtice of 
the Almighty and his goodneſs ; his mercy and his 
vengeance ; every tremendous and gracious attribute 
manifeſted ; manifeſted with inexpreſſible glory, in 
that moſt zgnominious, yet grandeft of tranſactions, 


Since Gop is ſo inconceivably great, as theſe his 
marvellous works declare ; 


Since the great Sov'reign ſends ten thouſand wer lt, 
To tell us, he reſides above them all, 
In glory's Ae receſs *; 


hoy 


| » For this guotation, and ſeveral valuable Bints, 
acknowledge myſelf e to thoſe beautiful and 
ſublin 


—S . ̃ 


en the STARRY HEAVENS. 1s; 


how can we forbear haſtening,- with Moſes, bowing 
ourſelves to the earth, and worſhipping? O! what 
an honourable, as well as advantageous employ, is 
prayer Advantagecus. By prayer, we cultivate 
that improving correſpondence with JEHOV AH, 
we carry on that gladdening intercourſe with his 
SPIRIF, which muſt begin here, in order to be 
completed in erernity.—Honourable, By prayer we 
have acceſs to that mighty Potentate, whoſe ſceptre 
ſways univerſal nature, and whoſe rich regalia fil 
the ſkies with luſtre, Prayer places us in his pre- 
ſence-chamber ; while the blood of ſprinkling” 
procures us a gracious audience. 

Shall I then 64h to be found proftrate before the 
throne of grace? Shall I be aſhamed to have it 


= Known, that I offer up ſocial ſupplications in the 
family, or am conſcientious in obſerving my private 


retirements? Rather let me glory in this unſpeak- 
able privilege. Let me reckon it the nobleſt poſture, 
to fall low on my knees before his footſtool; and 
the higheſt honour, to enjoy communion with his 
moſt exalted Majeſty —Incomparably more noble, 
than to fit, in perſon, on the triumphal -chariot;; 
or to ſtand in effigy, amidft the temple of worthies. 

Moſt ineſtimable, in fuch a view, is that promiſe, 
which ſo often occurs in the prophetic writings, 


ſublime poems, entitled Night- Theyghts,—Of which 1 
Mall only Yay, That I receive freſh pleaſure, and richer 
improvement, from every renewed peruſal, And, I 
think, I ſhall have reaſon to bleſs the indulgent Beſtower 
of all wiſdom, for thoſe inſtructive and animating com- 
Poſitions, even in my laſt moments. Than which no- 
thing can more emphatically ſpeak their /uperior excel- 
lence, nor give a more ſolid ſatisfaction to their worthy 
author,—Happy ſhould I think myſelf, if theſe little 
ſketches of contemplative devotion might 'be konoured 
with the -oft inferior degree of the ſame ſucceſs ; might 
receive a teſtimony, not from the voice of fame, but 
from the dying lips of ſome edified Chriſtian, 

Vol. II. P and 
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and is the crowning benefit of the new covenant, 7 
will be thy GOD *,—Will this ſupremely excellent, 
and almighty Being, vouchſafe to be my portion! 
to ſettle upon a poor ſinner, pot the heritage of a 
country; not the poſſeſſion of the whole earth; but 
his ewn ever-bleſied Self ? May I then, through 
his free condeſcending grace, and the unknown me- 
Tits of his Son, look upon all theſe infinitely noble 
attributes as my treaſure ? May I regard the wi/dom, 
which ſuperincends ſuch a multitude of worlds, as 
my guide ; the power, which produced and preſerves 
them in exiſtence, as my guard; the goodneſs, which, 
by an endleſs communication of favours, renders 
them all ſo many habitations of happineſs, as my ex- 
ceeding great reward ? — What a fund of felicity is 
included in ſuch a bleſſing! How often does the / 
raelitiſh prince exult in the aſſurance, that this un- 
utterable and boundleſs good is his own ? latereſted 
in this, he bids defiance to every evil that can be 
dreaded, and reſts in certain expectation of every 
bleſſing that can be deſired. The LORD is my 
light and my faluation ; whom then ſhall I fear ? The 
LORD, with an air of exultation, he repeats both 
his aMance and his challenge, is the ſtrength of my 
life ; of whom then ſhall I be afraid+? Nothing fo 
effectual, as this appropriating faith, to inſpire a 
dignity of mind, ſuperior to tranſitory trifles ; or to 


create a calmneſs of temper, unalarmed by vulgar 


fears, unappalled by death itſelf, — The LORD is 


my Shepherd, ſays the ſame truly gallant and heroic 


perſonage ; therefore ſhall I lack nothing f. How 
is it poſſible, he ſhould ſuffer want, who has the 
all-ſufficient fulneſs for his ſupply ? So long as uner- 
ring wiſdom is capable of contriving the means, ſo 
long as uncontrollable power is able to execute them, 
ſuch a one cannot fail of being ſafe and happy, whe- 


- * Heb, viii, 10. + Pal, xxvii. 1. 2 Pfal. xiii. 1. 
ther 
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ther he continue amidſt the viciffitudes of time, or 
depart into the unchangeable eternity. 

Here let us ſtand a moment, and humbly contem 
plate this great GoD, together with ourſelves, in a 
relative view.— If we reflect on the works of materi- 
al nature, their number incomprehenſible, and their 
extent unmeaſurable ; each of them apart ſo admi- 

ably framed, the connections of the whole ſo ex- 
quiſitely regulated, and all derived from one and 
the ſame glorious Agent : — if we recollect the far 
more noble accompliſhments of elegant taſte, and 
diſcerning judgment; of refined affections, and ex 
alted ſentiments ; which are to be found among the 
ſeveral orders of intelligent exiſtence; and all of 
them flowing, in rich emanations, from the one ſole 
fountain of intellectual light: if we farther conſider 
this Author of material beauty, and moral excel- 
lency, as a Guardian, a Governer, and Heneſfactar, 
to all his creatures; ſupporting the whole iyſt-w, 
and protecting each individual, by an ever-watchtul 
providence ; preſiding over the minuteſt affairs, and 
cauſing all events to terminate in the moſt extenſive. 
good; heaping, wich unremitted liberality, his bes 
nefits upon every capable object, aud making the 
| circuit of the univerſe a ſeminary of happineſs: — 
| Is it pofſible for the human heait, under ſuch cap- 
| tivating views, to be indefferent towards this moſt 

2 benign, moſt bountiful original of being and of 

* I blifs? Can any be fo immerſed in ſtupidity, as to ſay 

: unto the Almighty, —in the language of an irreli- 


7 gious temper, and licentious life, to fay, ** De- 
5 part from us; we implore not thy favour, nor 
- ** defire the knowledge of thy ways? -- Wonder, 
0 O heavens be amazed, O earth ! and let the inhabi- 
, tants of both expreſs their aſtoniſhment, at this un- 
- parallelled complication of diſingenuous, ungrateful, 


deſt ructive perverſeneſs ! 
If we conſider our fallen and inperfect ſtate 
0 P 2 2 - * 
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frail in our bodies; enfeebled in our minds; in e- 
very part of our conſtitution, and in all the occur- 
rences of life, “like a tottering wall, or a broken 
«© hedge:”—if we ſurvey our indigent and infirm 
ſtate; without holineſs ; without ſpiritual ſtrength ; 
our poſſeſſion of preſent conveniencies entirely de- 
pendent on Gop's ſovereign pleaſure, yea, ſorfeit- 
ed, juſtly forfeited, with every future hope, by a 
thouſand aggravated iniquities :—if we add the vari- 
ous diſaſters of our condition; agitated as we are 
by tumultuous paſſions; oppreſſed with diſpiriting 
fears; held in ſuſpenſe by a variety of perplexing * 
cares; liable to pains, and expoſed to troubles ; 
troubles from every quarter, troubles of every kind: 
— Can we, amidſt ſo many wants, under ſuch de- 
plorable infirmities, and ſubject to fuch diſaſtrous 
accidents,—-can we be unconcerned, whether Go p's 
omnipotent, irreſiftible, all- conducting hand be a- 
gain vs, or fer us ? Imagination itſelf ſhudders at 
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* Perplexing.—TFhoſe who read the original language 
of the New Teſtament, are ſufficiently appriſed, that 
fuch is the /gnificancy of that benevolent difſuaſive, urged 
by our Logo, An GeEra, Matth. vi. 28.—l beg leave, 
for the ſake of the zrnlearned reader, to obſerve, That 
our tranſlaticn, though for the moſt part faithful and ex- 
cellent, has here miſrepreſented our divine Maſter's mean- 
ing. Tale no thought for your food, for your raiment, 


for your bodily welfare, is not only not the true ſenſe, but 


the very reverſe of this ſcriptural doctrine. We are re— 
quired to take a prudent and moderate thought, for the 
neceſſ ries of life. The ſluggard, who neglects this de- 
cent precaution, is ſeverely reprimanced ; is ſent to one 
of the meaneſt animals, to bluſh for his folly, and learn 
d:ſcreticn from her conduct, Prod. vi. 6. Our Saviour's 
precept, and the exact ſenſe of his expreſſion, is, Take 
no azxious thought; indulge no perplexing care; no ſuch 
Care, as may argue an unreaſonable a:zfru/t of provi- 
dence; or may rend and tear your minds with diſtreſſing, 

with pernicious ſolicitude. . 
the 


r . 
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the thought! Cin we reſt ſatisfied, without a well 
grounded perſuaſion, that we are reconciled to this 
ſupreme LoRD, and the objects of his unchangeable 
goodneſs ?—If there be an abandoned wretch, whoſe 
apprehenſions are fo fatally blinded ; who is ſo utter- 
ly loſt to all ſenſe of his duty, and of his intereſt ; let 
me bewail his miſery, while I abhor his impiety; 
bewail his miſery, though Popularity, with her. 
choiceſt laurels, adorn his brow ; though Affluence, 
with her richeſt delicacies, load his table ; though 
tralf a nation, or half a world, conſpire to call him. 
tappy. 

May I, by a believing application, ſolace myſelf- 
in this everlaſting ſource of love, perfection, and 


joy! Grant me this requeſt, and I. aſk no more. 


Only, that I may expect, not with a reluctant an- 
xicty, but with a ready cheerfulneſs, the arrival of 
that important hour, when this veil of fleſh ſhall 
drop, and the ſhadows of mortality. flee away 2? 
when I ſhall no longer complain. of b/cure know- 


ledge, languid affections, and imperfect fruition ;— 


but ſhall fee. the. uncreated and immortal Majeſty 5. 
fee him, not in this diſtant and vnaff:E&ting method, 

of reaſoning from his works; but with the moſt - 
clear and direct intuition. of the mind :—when I. 
ſhall ove him, not with a cold and contracted ſpirit ; . 
but with the moſt lively and. enlarged emotions of 
gratitude: — when I ſhall inceſſantly enjoy the light 


of his countenance; and be united, inſeparably u- 


nited, to his all-glorious GoDnE aD.—Take, ye am- 
bitious, unenvied and unoppoſed, take to yourſelyes:; 
the toys of ſtate. May I. be enabled to revice in. 


this bleſſed hope; and to triumph in that amiable, , 


that adorable, that delightful name, the LoR D MY 
Go p:! AndT ſhall "Wa beſtow a thought on the 


ſplendid pageantry of the world, unleſs it be to de- 


ſpiſe its empty pomp, and to pit, its deluded admi- 
ers. 


1 35 Au 
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All theſe bodies, though immenſe in their ſize, 
and almoſt iafinite in their multitude, are obedient 
to the divine command. The Gop of wiſdom * tell- 
eth their numbers,“ and is intimately acquainted 
with their various properties. The Gop of power 
« calleth them all by their names,” and afligns 
them whatſoever office he pleaſes. — He marſhals 
all the ſtarry legions, with infinitely greater ealc, 
— nicer order, than the moſt expert general ar- 

anges his difciplined troops. He appoints their poſts; 
he 3 their route; he fixes the time for their re- 
turn. The poſts, which he appoints, they occupy 
without fail. In the route, which he ſettles, they 
perſevere, without the leaſt deviation, And'to the 
inſtant “, which he fixes for their return, they are 
precifely punctual.— He has given them a lau, which, 
through a long revolution of ages, ſhall not be 
broken; unleſs his ſovereign will interpoſes, for its 
repeal, Then indeed, the motion of the celeſtial 
qrbs is controlled; their action remains ſuſpended; or 
their induence receives a new direction. —The ſun, 
at his creation, iffued forth with a command to tra- 
vel perpetually, through the heavens. Since which, 
he has never neglected'to perform the great circuit; 


s rejoicing as a giant to run his race,” But, when 


it is requiſite to accompliſh. the purpoſes of divine 
love, the orders are countermanded ; the flaming 
courier remits his career; Handi till in Gibeon ; 


e planet, and all the mnumerable hoſt of hea- 
*. yenly bodies, perform. they courſes and, revolutions,. 
18 "with. ſo much ceftainty and exactneſs, as never once 10 
*+ fail ; but, for almoſt 6ogo years, come canſtantly a- 
«. bout to the ſame period, in the hundredth part of a. 
' minute.“ Scackbou/e's. Hift. Bib. 

+ This a fookey i in conformity ta the {cripture-lan- 
| ** and according to the common notion. With re- 
{pett to the power, which effected the alteration, it is 
wuch the fame thing, and alike mitaculous, whether the 
ur er. the earth be ſuppoleg. to mCvE., 


WS iy aud, 
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and, for the conveniency of the choſen people, holds 
back the falling day.— The moon was diſpatched with 
a charge, never to intermit her revolving courſe, 
till day and night come ro an end. But, when the 
children of providence are to be favoured with an 
uncommon continuance of light, the halts in her 
march; makes a folemo pauſe in the valley of Alia 
lon *; and delays to bring on her attendant train of 
ſhadows.— When the enemies of the LorD are to 
be diſcomfited, the ffars are levied into the ſervice; 
the ſtars are armed, and take the field; rhe ars, 
in their courſes, fought againſt Siſera f. 


* Toſh. x. 12. 13.— The prophet Hubatkuk, according 


; to his lofty manner, celebrates this event; and points 
: out, in very poetieal dition, the deſign of ſo ſurpriſing 
a miracle.— The ſun and moon ſtood ſtill in their habita-. 
1 | tion: In the light, the long continued and miraculous 
4 light, y arrows, edged with deſtruction, awaiked on 


their awful errand ; ix the clear ſhining of the day, pro- 
tracted for this very purpoſe, thy glittering pear, launch - 
ed by thy people, but guided by thy hand, ſprung to its 


F prey. Hab. ni. 11. | | 
5 t Fudg. v. 20.— The fcriptural phraſe fought againſt, 
N will, I hope, be a proper warrant for every expreſſion I 
ae have uſed on this occaſion. — The paſſage is generally ſup- 
1 oſed to fignify, that ſome very dreadful meteors (which 
8 po 8 . * 
; the ſtars were thought to influence), ſuch as fierce flaſhes 
of lightning, impetuous ſhowers of rain, and rapid 
a- : 
* florms of hail, were employed by the Almighty to ter- 
Mie rify, annoy, and overthrow the enemies of 1/rae/. If fo, 
ns there cannot be a more clear and lively paraphraſe on the. 
7 text, than thoſe fine lines of a Jewwifs writer. — His fe- 
bo ' were wrath ſhall HE ſharpen for a ſword; and the 
| world Hall fight with him againſt the ungod'y. Then 
_— Hall the right aiming thunderbolts go.a&road; and from 


the clouds, as from a well-drawn bow, Hall they. fly to 
- the mar. And hail- ſtones, full of wrath, fail be caſt out 
of a ſtone-bow and the, water of the ea ſpall ragt-againſt 


ot them . 
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So dutiful is material nature; ſo obſequious, in 
all her forms, to her Creator's pleaſure !—The bel- 
lowing thunders liſten to his voice ; and the vol- 
leyed lightnings obſerve the direction of his eye. 
The flying ſtorm, and impetuous whirlwind, wear 
his yoke. The raging waves revere his nod; they 
ſhake the earth; they daſh the ſkies; yet never of- 
fer to paſs the limits which he has preſcribed —E- 
ven the planetary ſpheres, though vaſtly /arger than 
this wide - extended earth, are, in his hand, as clay 
in the haads of the potter. Though, fwitter than 
the northera blaſt, they ſweep the long tracts of 
zther ; yet are they guided by his reins, and ex- 
ecute whatever he enjoins.— All thoſe enormous 
globes of central fire, which beam. through the 
boundleſs azure; in compariſon of which, an army 
of planets were like a ſwarm of ſummer · inſects; 


thole, even thoſe, are conformable to his will, as. 


the melting wax to the impr eſſed ſeal.—Since all, 
ALL is obedient, throughout the whole aſcent of 
things, ſhall man be the only rebel againſt the almigh- 
ty Maker? Shall theſe unruly appetites reject his 


government, and refuſe their allegiance? Shall 


theſe headſtrong paſſions break looſe from divine re- 


ſtraint; and run wild, in exorbitant ſallies, after 


their own imaginations? .. 

O my ſoul, be ſtung with e and over- 
whelmed with confuſion, at the thought! Is' it 
not a righteous thing, that the bleſſed Gop thould 
ſway the ſceptre, with the moſt abſolute authority, 
over all the creatures, which his power has form: 
ed? eſpecially over thoſe creatures, whom his diſ- 
: tinguiſhing favour. has endued with the noble prin- 


them : and the floods (as was the caſe of the river er Ki/hon) 

Hall cruelly drown them. Yea, a mighty wind hall fland 
up againſt them ; ana, like. a ſlorm, ſhall. blow them awe). 

Wiſd. v. 20. 21..22 735 | 5 
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| turas upon this very thought. . 
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ciple of reaſon, and made capable of a bliſsful im- 
mortality? Sure, if all the ranks of inanimate 
exiſtence conform to their Maker's decree, by the 
neceſſity of their nature; this more excellent race 
of beings ſhould pay their equal ho:nage, by the 
willing compliance of their aff<ttions “. Come then, 
all ye faculties of my mind; come, all ye powers 
of my body ; give up yourſelves, without a mo- 
ment's delay, without the leaſt reſerve, to his go- 
vernance. Stind, like dutiful ſervants, at his 
footſtool; in an everlaſting readinels, to do whatſo- 
ever he requires; to be whatſoever he appoints; to 
further, with united efforts, the purpoſes of his 
glory in this earthly ſcene; or elſe to ſeparate, 
without reluctance, at his ſummons; the one, to 
ſleep in the ſilent duſt; the other, to advance his 
honour, in ſome remoter colony of his kingdom. 


* This argument, I acknowledge, is not abſolutely 
concluſive; but it is popular and ſtriking. Nor can l. 
think myſelf obliged, in ſuch a work, where fancy bears 
a conſiderable ſway, to prpceed always with the caution 
and exaQneſs of a de/purer in the /chools; If there be 
ſome appearance of analogy between the fact and the ir- 
ference, it .ſcems ſufficient for my purpoſe, though the 
deduction ſhould not be neceſſary, nor the proceſs ttrictly 
ſyllogiſtical.—Oae of the apoolic Firhers has an affe ting 
and ſublime paragraph, which runs entirely in this form : 
Haig TE xas CEhnvn, xSipav TE Xo, Kara Tw Iig]ayn adly tv et, 
J. xæ warns napexCaotog, EEAITTSTVY Tos £71 Txy weve GUT; 0p1T ag, 


The ſun, the moon, and the ftarry choir, without the leaſt 
deviation, and with the utmoſt harmony, perfor tbe re vo- 
lutions appointed then by the fupreme decree. From which 
remark, and abundance of other ſimilar inſtances, ob'er. 
vable in the economy of nature, he exhorts Chrittians 
to a cordial ananimi;y among themſelves, and a dutiful 
obedience to God. Vid. Clem. Roman. 1. Ep. ad Corinth, 
ſech. to.—See alſo a beautiful ode in Dr Vatls's lyric 
poems, entitled, The Compariſon and Complaint, which 


—Tbus, 
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Thus, may I join with all the works of the 
Lox, in all places of his dominion, to recognize 
his univerſal ſupremacy ; and proclaim him Sove- 
reign of ſouls, as well as Ruler of worlds. 


At my firſt coming abroad, all theſe luminaries 
were eclipſed, by the overpowering luſtre of the 
ſun. They were all placed in the very ſame ſtations ; 
and played the ſame ſprightly beams; yet not one 
of them was ſeen, As the day-light wore away, and 
the ſober ſhades advanced; Heſperus, who. leads 
the ſtarry train, diſcloſed his radiant forehead, and 
catched my eye. While I ſtood gazing on his bright 
and beautiful aſpect, ſeveral of his attendants peep- 
ed thro” the blue curtains. Scarce had I turned to 
obſerve theſe freſh emanatians of ſplendor ; but 
others dropt the veil; others ſtole into view. When 
lo! faſter and more numerous multitudes ſprung 
f-om obſcurity; they poured, in ſhining troops, 
and in ſweet confuſion, over all the empyrean plain: 
till the firmament ſeemed like ane vaſt conſtel- 
lation; and “ a flood of glory burſt from all the 
„ IKics,” | | 
Is not ſuch the riſe, and ſuch the progreſs of a 
true conver/ion, in the prejudiced infidel, or inat- 
tentive ſinner? During the period of his vainer 
years, a thouſand interciting truths lay utterly un- 
diſcovered; a thouſand momentous concerns were 
entirely diſregarded. But, when divine grace dif- 
ſipates the deluſive glitter, which dazzled his un- 
deritanding, and deguiled his affections; then he be- 
gins to diſcern, dimly to diſcern, the things which 
belong unto his peace. Some admonition of ſcrip- 
ture darts conviction into his foul ; as the glimmer- 
ing,of a ſtar pierces the gloom of nighc,—Then, 
perhaps another awful or cheering text impreſſes 
terror, or diffuſes comfort. A threatening alarms 
his fears, or a promiſe awakens his hopes. This, 

| poſſibly, 
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poſſibly, is ſucceeded by ſome afflictive diſpenſation 
of providence; and improved by tome edifying and 
inſtructive converſation, All which is eſtabliſhed, 
as to its continuance ; and enlarged, as to its ipflu- 
ence ; by a diligent ſtudy of the ſacred word, —By 
this means, new truths continually pour their evi- 
dence ; ſcenes of refined and exalted, but hitherto 
unknown delight, addreſs him with their attractives. 
New deſires take wing; new purſuits are ſet on foot. 
A new turn of mind forms his temper ; a new ha- 
bit of converſation regulates his lite. In a word, 
old things are paſſed away, and all things become 
new, He, who was ſometime darkneſs, is now 
light, and life, and joy in the LoRD. 


The more attentively I view the cryſtal concave, 
the more fully I diſcern the richneſs of its decora- 
tions. Abundance of minuter lights, which lay 
| concealed from a ſuperficial notice, are viſible on a 
cloſer examination, Eſpecially in thoſe tracts of the 
- iky, which are called the galaxy; and are diſtin- 
> guiſhable by a ſort of milky path. There the ſtars are- 

crouded, rather than diſſeminated. 'The region ſeems 
a to be all on a blaze, with their blended rays.— Be- 
-- [I ſides this vaſt profuſion, which in my preſent ſitu- 
r ation the eye diſcovers; was I to make my ſurvey, 
from any other part of the globe; lying nearer the 
{ ſouthern pole; I ſhould behold a new choir of 
| ſtarry bodies, which have never appeared within 
our horizon.,—-Was I, (which is {till more wonder- 
ful), either here or there, to view the firmament 


E 

ch Vith the virtuoſo's glaſs ; I ſhould find a prodigious 
p- multitude of flaming orbs, which, immerſed in 
-r- depths of ther, eſcape the keeneſt unaſſiſted fight“. 
n, let, in theſe various ſituations, even with the 
Tes a | | aid 
ms * Come forth, O man, yon azure round ſurvey, 

Ils, 


And view thoſe lamps, which yield eternal _—_ 
ring 
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aid of the teleſcopic tube, I ſhould not be able to 
deſcry the half, perhaps not a thouſandth part, of 
thoſe majeſtic luminaries, which the vaſt expanſive 
heavens contain *,—So, the more diligently I purſue 
my ſearch into thoſe oracles of eternal truth, the 
ſcriptures ; I perceive a wider, a deeper, an ever- 
increaſing fund of ſpiritual treaſures. Lperceive the 
brighter ſtrokes of wiſdom, and the richer diſplays 
of goodneſs; a more tranſcendent excellency in the 
illuſtrious Meſſiah, and a more deplorable vileneſs 
in fallen man; a more immaculate purity in Gop's 
law, and more precious privileges in his goſpel. 
Yet, after a courſe of ſtudy, ever ſo aſſiduous, ever 
ſo prolonged, I ſhould have reaſon to own myſelf a 
mere babe in heavenly knowledge; or, at moſt, 
but a puerile proficient in the ſchool of CHRIST. 


After all my moſt accurate inſpection, thoſe 

ſtarry orbs appear but as glittering points, Even 
the planets, though ſo much nearer our earthly 
manſion, ſeem only like burning bullets, If, then, 
we have ſuch imperfe& apprebenſions of viſible and 


Bring forth thy glaſſes : clear thy wond'ring eyes: 

Millions beyond the former millions riſe : 

Look farther :—millions more blaze from remoter ſkies. 
See an ingenious poem, entitled, The Univerſe. 


* How noble, conſidered in this view, are the cele- 
brations of the divine Majeſty, which frequently occur 
in the facred writings! I. is che LORD that made tht 
heavens, Pal. xcvi. 5.—What a prodigious dignity does 
ſuch a ſenſe of things give to that devout aſcription of 
praiſe! Thou, even thou, art LORD alone; thou ba 
made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their Hof. 
Nehem. ix. 6.—Examined by this rule, the beautiful 
chmax in our inſpired hymn, is ſublime beyond com- 
pare! Praiſe HIM, jun and moon : praiſe HIM, al 


ye flars of light: praiſe HIM, ge heavens of heavens 
Pſal. exlviii. 3. 4. 
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material things; how much more ſcanty and in- 
adequate muſt be our notions of inviſible and im- 
mortal objects! — We behold the ſtars. Though e- 
very one is incomparably bigger than the globe we 
inhabit, yet they dwindle, upon our ſurvey, into 
the moſt diminutive forms, 'Thus we fee by faith 
the glories of the bleſſed ISS, the atoning effica- 
cy of his death, the juſtifying merit of his righteouſ- 
neſs, and the joys which are reſerved for his follow- 
ers. But alas! even our moſt exalted ideas are 
vaſtly below the truth; as much below the truth, as 
the report, which our eyes make of thoſe celeſtial 
edifices, is inferior to their real grandeur. - Should 
we take in all the magniſying aſſiſtances which art 
has contrived, thoſe luminous bodies would elude 
our fkill, and appear as /mall as ever. Should an 
inhabitant of earth travel towards the cope of hea- 


ven; and be carried forwards, in his aereal journey, 


more than a hundred and ſixty millions of miles *; 
even in that advanced ſituation, thoſe oceans of 
flame would look no larger than radiant ſpecks.— 
In like manner, conceive ever ſo magnificently of 
the Redeemer's honours, and of the bliſs which he 
has purchaſed for his people; yet you will fall ſhort, 
Raiſe your imagination higher ; ſtretch your inven- 
tion wider ; give them all the ſcope which a ſoaring 
and excurſive fancy can take; ſtill your conceptions 
will be extremely diſproportionate to their genuine 
perfections.-Vaſt are the bodies which roll in the 
expanſe of heaven; vaſter far are thoſe fields of æ- 
ther, through which they run their endleſs round: 


* This, incredible as it may ſeem, 1s not a mere ſup- 
| whey, wap a real fact. For, about the 2 tſt of Decem 
ber, we We above 160, ooo, ooo of miles nearer the nor- 
thern parts of the ſky, than we are at the 21 of June. 
And yet, with regard to the ſtars ſituate in that quarter, 
we perceive no change in their aſpect, nor any augmenta= 
tion of their magnitude. ; 

Vol., II. 2 but 
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but the excellency of Jesvus, and the happineſs laid 
up for his ſervants, are greater than either, than 
both, than all, An inſpired writer calls the for- 
mer, the unſearchable riches of CurrsT ;” and 
ſtyles the latter, “an cxceeding great and eternal 
weight of glory.” 


178 


! 


If thoſe ſtars are fo many inexhauſtible magazines 
of fire, and immenſe reſervoirs of light; there is 
no reaſon to doubt, but they have ſome very grand 
uſes, ſuitable to the magnificence of their nature, 
To ſpecify, or explain, the particular purpoſes they 
anſwer, is altogether impoſſible, in our preſent ſtate 
of diſtance and ignorance. This, however, we may 
clearly diſcern; they arc diſpoſed in that very man- 
ner which is moſt pleaſing and moſt ſerviceable to 
mankind.— They are not placed at an injinite remove, 
ſo as to lie beyond our fight ; neither are they brought 
ſo near our abode, as to annoy us with their beams. 
We ſee them ſhine on every ſide. The deep azure, 
which ſerves them as a ground, heightens their 
Iplendor. At the ſame time, their influence is gentle, 
and their rays are deſtitute of heat. So that we are 
ſurrounded with a multitude of fiery globes, which 
beautify and illuminate the firmament, without any 
riſk, either to the coolneſs of our night, or the quiet 
of our repoſe.— Who can ſufficiently admire that 
wondrous benignity, which, on our account, ſtrews 
the earth with bleſſtags of every kind, and vouch- 
ſafes to make the very heavens fubſervient to our 
delight? 9 
It is not ſolely to adorn the roof of our palace 
with. coſtly gildings, that Gop commands the cele- 
ſtial luminaries to glitter through the gloom. We 
alſo reap confiderable:benefits from their miniſtry, 
ad divide our time, and fix its ſolemn periods. 
They ſettle the order of our works; and are, ac- 
cording to the deſtination mentioned in ſacred writ, 
; : for 
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« for ſigus and for ſeaſons; for days and for years.“ 
The returns of heat and cold alone, would have 
2en too precarious a rule, But theſe radiant bo- 
dies, by the variation, and alio by the regularity,. 
of their motions, afford a method of calculating, 
abſolutely certain, and ſuſficienily obvious. By 
this the farmer is inſtructed when to commit his 
grain to the furrows, and how to conduct the ope- 
rations of huſbandry. By this, the /ailor knows: 
whea to proceed on his voyage with leaſt peril, and 
how to carry on the buſineſs of navigation with. 
moſt ſucceſs. x 
Why ſhould not the Chriſtian, the probationer 
for eternity, learn from the ſame monitors, to 
number—for nobler purpoſts, to number his days; 
and duly to tranſact the grand, grand affairs of his 
everlaſting ſalvation? Since GoD has appointed fo 
many bright meaſurers of our time, to determine i $- 


larger periods, and to minute down its ordinary 


ſtages; ſure, this moſt ſtrongly inculcates its value, 
and ſhould powerfully prompt us to ipprove it.— 
Behold ! the ſupreme Loxp marks the progreſs of 
our life, in that moſt conſpicuous kalendar above. 
Does not ſuch an ordination tell us, and in the moſt 
emphatical language, That our life is given for ½, 
not for waſte ? that no portion of it is delivered, 
but under a ſtrict account ; that all of it is entered, 
as it paſſes, in the divine regiſter; and, therefore, 
that the ſtewards of ſuch a talent are to expect a fu- 
ture reckoning ? —Bchold! the very heavens are 
bidden to be the accountants of our years, and 
months, and days. O! may this induce us to ma- 
nage them with a vigilant frugali:y ; to part with 
them, as miſers with their hozr led treaſure, warily+ 
and circumſpettly ; and, if poſſiole, as merchants. 
with their rich commodities, not without an Equivay 
lent, either in perſonal improvement, or ſocial uſe- 


fulneſs 1 | 
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Hou bright the ſtarry diamonds ſhine ! The am- 
bition of eaſtern monarchs could imagine no diſtinc- 
tion more noble and ſublime, than that of being li- 
kened to thoſe beaming orbs “*. They form night's 
richeſt dreſs ; and ſparkle upon her fable robe, like 
jewels of the fineſt luſtre, Like jewels. I wrong 
their character. The lucid ſtone has no biiltiaucy ; 
quenched is the flame even of the. golden topaz ; 
compared with thoſe glowing decorations of heaven. 
How widely are their radiant honours diffuſed ! 
No nation fo remote, but ſees their beauty, and re- 
joices in their uſcfulnefs. They have been admired 
by all preceding generations; and every rifing 
age will gaze on their charms, with renewed 
delight, — How animating, then, is that promiſe, 
made to the faithful miniſters of the goſpel! They 
that turn many to righteouſneſs, ſhall ſhine as the 


*« ſtars for ever and ever +.” Is not this a moſt win- 


niag encouragement, ** to ſpend and be ſpent” in 
the {:rvice ot ſouls? Methinks, the ſtars beckon, 
as they twinkle. Methinks, they ſhew me their 
fplendors, on purpoſe to inſpire me with alacrity 
in the race ſet before me; on purpoſe to enliven my 
activity in the work that is given me to do. — Yes; 
ye majeſtic monitors, I underſtand your meaning, 
If honour has any charms ; if true glory, the glory 
which cometh from Gop, is any attractive; you 
diſplay the moſt powerful incitements to exercilc all 
aſfiduity in my holy vocation, I will henceforth ob- 
ſer ve your intimation ; and, when zeal becomes lan- 

uid, have recourſe to your heavenly lamps; if io 
be I may rekindle its ardor at thoſe inextinguith- 
able fires, 


Of the polar ſtar, it is abſervable, that, while 0- 
ther luminaries alter their ſituation, this ſeems inva- 


Numb. xxiv. 17. Dan. viii. 10. 
N Dan. xii. 3. | 
£4 riably 
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riab'y fixed *. While other luminaries, now, mount: 
the bat le ments of heaven, and appear upon duty; 
now retire beneath the horizon, and reſign to a freſh 
ſet the watches of the night; this never departs from» 
its ſtation, This, in every ſeaſon, maintains an uni- 
form poſition ; and is always to be found in the ſame 
tract of the northern ſkv.-How often has this 
beamed bright intelligence on the ier, and con- 
ducted the keel to its deſired haven ! In early ages, 
thoſe who went doun to the ſea in ſhips, and occu-- 
pied their buſineſs: in great waters, had ſcarce any 
other ſure guide for their wandering veſſel, This 
therefore they viewed; with the molt ſolicitous at- 
tention. By this they formed their obſervations, _ 
and regulated their voyage. When this was obſcu-- . 


* 

f red by clouds, or enveloped in miſts, the trembling. 
C mariner was bewildered on the watery waſte. His 
% thoughts fluctuated, as much as the floating ſurge ;;. 
1 and he knew not where he was advanced, or whi-- 
ly ther he ſhould ſteer. But, when this auſpiciouss- 
r ſtar broke through the gloom, it diſſipated the an- 
y xiety of his mind, and cleared up his dubious paſſ- 
y age, He reaſſumed, with alacrity, the manage 
3 ment of the helm, and was able to fhape his courſe; . 
8. with ſome tolerable. degree of ſatisfaction and cer - 
d | tainty. 

* Such, only much clearer in its light, and much 
ſurer in its direction, is the holy word of Gop, to 


thoſe myriads of intellectual beings; who are bound 
N for the eternal ſhores; who, embarked in a veſlel 


0 of feeble fieth, are to pats the waves of this tempe- 
l. ſtuous and perilous world, Ia all difficulties, thoſe : 
facred pages ſhed an encouraging ray; in all uncer-- 
0 os ſpeak in conformity ta the appearance of che ob- 
4. jet. For, though this. remarkable far reyolves round 


the pole, its motion is ſ9 few; ani the circle it deſeribes- 
ſo mall, as render both the revolution and change of: 
mation har ly perceiv ale. . 

At. Qz3: | tabnties 3, 
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tainties, they ſuggeſt the right determination, and 
point out the proper procedure. What is ſtill 4 
more ineſtimable advantage, they, like the ſtar which 
conducted the eaſtern ſages, make plain the way of 
acceis to a Redeemer. They diſplay his unfpeakabie 
merits ; they diſcover the method of being iutereſt- 
ed in his great atonement; and lead the weary foul, 
teſſed by troubles, and battered by temprations, to 
that only harbour of peaceful repoſe. — Let us, 
therefore, attend to this wrerring directory, with 
the ſame conſtancy of regard, as the ſea-faring man 
oblcrves his compats. Let us become as thorough- 
ly acquainted with this facred chart, as the pilot 
is with every. truſty mark, that gives notice of a 
lurking rock ; and with every apen road, that 
yields a ſafe paſſage into the port. Above all, 
lot us commit. ourſelves to this infallible gui- 
dance, with the ſame implicit. reſignation; let us 
conform our conduct to its exalted precepts, with 
the ſame ſedulous care, as the children of 1/rael, 
when ſojourning in the tracklefs. deſert, followed- 
the pillar of fire, and the motions of the miracu- 
lous cloud, —5So will it introduce us, not into an 
earthly Canaan, flowing with milk and honey; but 
into an zmmortal . paradiſe, where is the fulneſs of 
Joy, and where are pleaſures for evermore. It will 
intreduce us into thoſe happy, happy regions, where 
aur ſun ſhall no more. go down, nor our. moon with- 
" Hraw itſel f; for the LORD ſhall be our everlaſting 
light, and the days of our 'mourning, together with 
| the fatigues of our pilgrimage, ſball be ended *. 


I-perceive.a.great variety in the fize and ſplendor 
of thoſe gems of heaven. Some are of the firſt: 
magnitude.; others of ao inferior order, Some 
glow. with-igtenſe flames; others glimmer with faint- 
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er beams, Yet all are beautiful; all have their pe- 

culiar luſtre, and diſtinct uſe; all tend, in their 

| different degrees, to enamel the cope of heaven, 
and embroider the robe of night.—'This circum- 
ſtance is remarked by an author, whoſe ſentiments 
are a ſource of wiſdom, and the very ſtandard of 
truth, One ſtar,” fays the apoſtle of the Cen- 
tiles, © differeth from another ſtar in glory: /o alfo 
is the reſurrection of the dead.” 

In the world above, are various degrees of hap- 
pmeſs, various feats of honour. Some will riſe to 
more illuſtrious diſtinctions, and richer joys “. 
Some, like veſſels of ample capacity, will admit 
more copious acceſſions of light and excellence. Vet 
there 'will be no want, no deficiency, in any; but a 
fulneſs both of divine ſatisfactions, and perſonal 
perfections. Each will enjoy all the good, and be 
adorned with all the glory, that his heart can wiſh, * 
or his condition receive. None will know what it 

is to envy. Not the leaſt malevolence, nor the leaſt 
. felfiſhneſs, but everlaſting friendſhip prevails, and 
| a mutual complacency. in each other's delight. 
' Love, cordial love, will give every particular faint a 
A participation of all the fruitions +, which are diffu- 
f {ed through the whole aſſembly of the bleſſed.— 
No one eclipſes, but each reflects light upon his 
e brather. A ſweet interchange of rays ſubſiſts ; all 
- enlightened by the great Fountain, and all enlight- 


7 ening one another, By which reciprocal commu- 
'Y nication of pleaſure as amity, each will be conti- 
nually receiving from, each incęfſanthy adding to, 
the general felicity. 1 | 8 
K 1 Cor. xv. 41. 42, The great Mr Made pręfars the 
5 ſenſe here gives, and the learned Dr Hammnond admit it 


into his paraphraſe. Whoſe joint authority, though far 
rom excluding any orber, Je! is a ſufficient warrant for 

this application of the words. | D 

Tolle invidiam, et tuum eft quod babes: Tolle invidis. 
am e n Ge quod baker, Augulline. 


Happy,. 
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Happy, ſupremely happy they, who are admitted 
| into the celeſtial manfions. Better to be a door- 
keeper in thoſe “ ivory palaces *, than to fill the 
moſt gorgeous throne on earth. The very loweſt 
place at Gop's right hand, is diſtinguiſh-d honour, 
and conſummate bliſs. _.O ! that we may, in ſome 
meaſure, anticipate that beatific ſtate, while we re- 
main in our baniſhment below! May we, by res:i- 
cing in the ſuperior proſperity of another, make it 
our own! and, provided the general reſult is harmo- 
ny, be content, be pleaſed, with whatſoever part 1s 
aſſigned to our {hare in the univerſal choir of af- 

fairs, e | 


While I am conſidering the heavenly bodies, I 
mult not entirely forget thoſe fundamental laws of 
our modern aſtronomy, projection and attraction. 
One of which is the all- combining cement, the o- 
ther is the ever- operative ſpring of the mighty 
frame. In the beginning, the all-creating FIA im- 

| preſſed a proper degree of motion on each of thoſe 
whirling orbs. Which, if not controlled, would 
have carried them on, in ſtrait lines, and to endleſs 
lengths; till they were even loſt in the abyſs of 
'ſpace. But the gravitating property being added 
to the projectile force, determined their courſes to a 
circular + form; and obliged the reluctant rovers 

: to 


. * Pal. xlv. 8. | 

+ 1 am aware, the planetary orbits are not ſtriftly cir- 

cular, but rather elliptical. However, as they are but a 
ſaall remove from the perfectly round figure; and par- 
take of it incomparably more than the trajeRories of the 
comets ; I chule to repreſent the thing in this view. E- 
fpecially, b:cauſe the notion of a circle is ſo much 
more intelligible to the generality of rea-lers, than that 

of an ellipfis; and becauſe I laid it down for a rule, not 

to- admit any ſuch 4 ral ſeaiiment, or dificet expreſ- 


Te. 


. 


- 
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to perform theis deſtined rounds. Were either of 
thoſe cauſes to fuſpend their action, all the harmo- 
niouſly-moving ſpheres would be diſconcerted, 
would degenerate into fluggiſh unactive maſſes; and, 
falling into the central fire, be burnt to aſhes; or 
elſe would cxorbitate into wild confufion; and each, 
by the rapidity of its whirl, be diftpated into atoms, 
But the impulſive and attractive energy being moſt 
nicely attempered to each other; and, under the 
immediate operation of the Almighty, exerting 
themſelves in perpetual concert; che various globes 
run their radiant races, without the leaſt interrup- 
tion or the leaſt deviation, ſo as to create the alter» 
nate changes of day and night, and diſtribute the 
uſeful viciſſitudes of ſucceeding feafons ; ſo as to an- 
ſwer all the great ends of a gracious providence, 
and procure every comfortable convenience for uni- 
verſal nature. . 
Does not this conſtitution of the material, very 
naturally lead the thoughts to thore grand princi- 
ples of the moral and devotional world, faith and 
love ?—Theſe are pften celebrated by the inſpired 
apoſtle, as a comprehenſive ſummary of the go- 
| ſpel . Theſe iafpirit the breaſt, and regulate the 
progreſs, of each private Chriſtian, Theſe unite 
the whole congregation of the faithful to GoD, and 
one another; to Gop, the great centre, in the 
bonds of grat tude and devotion ; to one another, 


fion, as ſhould demand a painfol attention, inſtead of 

raiſing an agreeable idea. For which reaſon, I have a- 
- voided technical terms ; have taken no notice of Fugyiter's 
A ſatellites, or Saturn's ring; have not ſo much as m#n- 
- ti ned the names of the planets, nor attempted to wade 
e into any depths of the ſcience; left, to thoſe who have 
„ no opportunity of uſing the teleſcope, or of acquaintin 


h themſelves with a ſyſtem of aſtronomy, I ſhould pro- 
\t pound riddles, rather than diſplay ener taining and edify- 
1 ing truths, 


— Col. i. 4. Philem. ver. 5 : 
We. | | y 
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by a reciprocal intercourſe of brotherly affe tions, 
a d friendly offices —If you aſk, Wh is it impoſ- 
ſible for the true believer to live at all adventures ? 
to flagnate in ſloth, or habituaily to deviate from 
dity?—We anſver, Ic is owing to “ his faith, 
«« working by love “.“ He aſſuredly truſts, that 


CHRIST has ſuſtained the infamy, and endured the 


torment, due to his fins, He firmly relies on that 
divine propitiation, for the pardon of all his guilt; 
and humbly expects everlaſting falvation, as the pur- 
chaſe of his Saviour's merits. This produces ſuch 


a & ſpirit of gratitude, as refines his inclinations, and 


animates his whole behaviour. He cannot, he can- 
not run to exceſs of riot; becauſe love to his ado- 
rable Redeemer, like a ſtrong, but filken curs, 
ſweeily reſtrains him. He cannot, he cannot lie 
lulled in a lethargic indolence; becauſe love to the 
ſame infinite Benefactor, like a pungent, but endear- 
ing /pur, pleaſiugly excites him.—In a word, faith 
ſupplies the powerful impulſe, while love gives the 
determining bias; and leads the willing feet thro' 
the whole circle of Gop's commandments. By the 


united efficacy of theſe heavenly graces, the Chri- 


{tian conduct is preſerved, in the uniformity and 
beauty of holineſs; as by the blended power of 
thoſe Newtonian principles, the ſolar ſyſtem revolves, 
in a ſteady and magnificent regularity. 


How admirable, how extenſive, how diverſified, 
the force of this fingle principle, attrafion +! 
— This penetrates the very eſſence of all bodies, 
aud diffuſes itſelf to the remoteſt limits of the mun- 
dane ſyſtem, By this, the worlds, impreſſed with 
motion, hang, /elf-balanced on their centres ; and, 


* Gal. v. 6, = 
+ I mean the attraction both of gravitation and co- 
befron. | 

* Ponder:bus librata /uis. 6; Ovid. 
2 2 though 
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though orbs of immenſe magnitude, require nothing, 
but this amazing property, for their ſupport. To 
this we aſcribe a phænomenon, of a very different 
kind, the preſſure of the atmoſphere; which, though 
a yielding and expanſive fluid, yet conſtipated by an 
attractive energy, ſurrounds the whole globe, and 
incloſes every creature, as it were, with a tight ban- 
dage. An expedient this, abſolutely neceſſary to 
preſerve the texture of our bodies; and indeed, to 
maintain every ſpecies of animal exiſtence, - Attrac- 
tion! Urged by this wonderful impetus, the rivers 
circulate, copious and unintermitted, among all the 
nations of the earth; ſweeping with rapidity down 
the ſteeps, or ſoftly ebbing through the plains. Im- 
pelled by the ſame myſterious force, the nutritious 
Juices are detached from the ſoil; and, aſcendin 
the trees, find their way through millions of the 
fineſt meanders, in order to transfuſe vegetative life 
into all the branches. —This confines the ocean with- 
in proper bounds : though the waves thereof roar; 
though they toſs themſelves, with all the madneſs of 
iadignant rage; yet, checked by this potent, this 
inevitable curb, they are unable to paſs even the 
flight barrier of ſand. To this the mountains owe 
that unſhaken firmneſs, which laughs at the ſhock 

of carcering winds; and bids the tempeſt, with all 
its mingled horrors, impotently rave. By virtue of 
this inviſible mechaniſm, without the aid of crane - 
or pulley, or any wſtrument of human device, ma- 
ny thouſand tons of water are raiſed, every moment, 
into the regions of the firmament. By this, they 
continue ſuſpended in thin air, without any capa- 
cious.ciſtern to contain their ſubſtance, or any maily 
pillars to ſuſtain their weight, By this ſame varioul- 
ly-acting power, they return to the place of their 
native reſidence, diſtilled in gentle falls of dew, or 
7 precipitated in impetuous ſhowers of rain; they 

; ide into the fields in fleecy flights of ſnow, or are 


darted 
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darted upon the houſes in clattering ſtorms of hail. 
— This occaſions the ſtrong coheſion of ſolid bodies; 
without which, our large machines could exert 
themſelves with no vigour, and the nicer utenſils of 
life would elude our expectations of ſervice. This 
affords a foundation for all thoſe delicate or noble 
mechanic arts, which furniſh mankind with number- 
leſs conveniencies, both of ornament and delight.— 
In ſhort, this is the prodigious ballaſt, which com- 
poſes the equilibrium, as conſtitutes the ſtability 
af things; this the great chain, which forms the 
donnections of univerſal nature; and the mighty 
engine, which prompts, facilitates, and, in good 
mealure, accompliſhes all her operations.—W hat 
complicated effects, from a ſingle cauſe *! What 
profuſion, amidſt frugality ! an unknown profuſion 
of benefits, with the utmoſt frugality of expence ! 

And what ig this attraction? Is it a quality, in 
its exiſtence, inſeparable from matter; and, in its 
acting, independent on the DEITY ?—Quite the re- 
verſe. It is the very finger of Gop; the conſtant 
impreſſion of divine power; a principle, neither in- 
nate in matter, nor intelligible by mortals, —Does it 
not, however, bear a covpfiderable analogy to the 
agency of the HOLY GHOST, inthe Chriſtian 
ceconomy? Are not the gracious operations of the 
blefled Spirit, thus extenſive, thus admirable, thus 
various *—That Almighty Being tranſmits his gifts 
through every age, and communicates his graces to 
every adherent on the Redeemer, All, either of 
illuſtrious memory, or of beneficial tendency; in a 
word, „all the good that is done upon earth, he 
„ doth it himſelf,” Strong in his aid, and in the 
power of his might, the ſaints of all times have trod 


* See another remarkable inſtance of this kind, in the 
Reflections on a Flower-garden, page 125,—together with 
a fine obſervation, quoted in the correſponding note. 
| Vice 
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vice under their feet ; have triumphed over this ab- 
je&t world; and converſed in heaven while they 
dwelt on earth; Not I, but the grace of GOD which 
was with me *, is the unanimous acknowledgment 
of them all. By the ſame kindly ſuccours, the whole 
church is ſtill enlightened, quickened, and govern- 
ed. 'Through his benign influences, the ſcales of 
ignorance fall from the underſtanding ; the leproſy 
of evil concupiſcence is purged from the will; and 
the fetters, the more than adamantine fetters of Ha- 
bitual iniquity, drop off from the converſation, He 
breathes even upon dry bones , and they live: they 
are animated with faith; they pant with ardent and 
heavenly deſire; they exerciſe themſelves in all the 
duties of godliueſs. —His real, though ſecret, inſpi- 
ration, diſſolves the fliat in the impenitent breaſt; 
and binds up the forrows of the broken heart ; rai- 


ſes the thoughts high i in the elevations of holy hope, 


yet lays them low in the humiliations of inward ab- 
aſement; feels the ſoul with impenetrable reſolu- 
tion, and perſevering fortitude; at the ſame time, 
ſoftens it into a dove-likt meekneſs, and melts it in 
penitential ſorrow. 


When I contemplate thoſe ample and magnificent 
ſtructures, erected over all the æthereal plains : — 
when I look upon them as ſo many ſplendid repoſi- 
tories: of light, or fruitful abodes of life: — when L 
remember, that there may be other orbs, vaſtly more 
remote, than thoſe which appear to our unaided 
fight ; orbs, whoſe effulgence, though travelling e- 
ver fince the creation, is not yet arrived upon our 
coaſts ad when I ſtretch my thoughts to the innu- 


merable 


999 Cor. xv. 10. 


4 See that beautiful piece of ſacred and allegorical i- 
magery diſplayed, Exzek. xxxvii. 
t If this conjecture (which has no left a perſon than 
Vor. II. R the 
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merable orders of being, which inhabit all thoſe ſpa- 
cious ſyſtems ; from the let iet ſeraph, to the low- 


eſt reptile; from the armies of angels, which ſur- 


round the throne of Jenov an, to the puny nations, 
which tinge with blue the ſurface of the plum *, or 
mantle the ſtanding pool with green :—how various 
appear the links in this immenſe chain! how vaſt the 
gradations in this univerſal ſcale of exiſtence! Yet 
all theſe, though ever ſo vaſt and various, are the 
work of Gop's hand, and are full of his preſence. 
He rounded in his palm thoſe dreadfully large 
globes, which are pendulovs in the vault of heaven, 


the celebrated Mr Huygens for its author) concerning un- 
ſeen flars, be true;—if to this obſervation be added, 
what is affirmed by our ſkilful aſtronomers, that the mo- 
tion of the rays of Jightas fo ſurpriſingly favift, as to 

aſs throng ten million of miles in a fingle minute :— 
| vaſt! beyond imagination vaſt and unmeaſurable, 
are the ſpaces of the univerſe !—While the mind is diſ- 
tended with the grand idea; or, rather, while ſhe is diſ- 
patching her ableſt powers of piercing judgment, and 
excurſive fancy; and finds them all rope ort; all bat- 
fled by the amazing ſubject: permit me to apply that ſpi- 
rited exclamation, and noble remarx 


— — Say, proud arch, 
Built with divine ambition; in diſdain 
Of limit built; built in the taſte of Heav'n! 

Vaſt concave! ample dome! waſt thou deſign d 
A meet apartment for the Deity ? — +352 S 
Not ſo : that thought alone thy ſtate impairs : 

Thy /fty ſinks; and ſhallows thy profound; 
And firaitens thy diffufiue.—— 
| |  Night-Thoughts, NV IX. 


* Ev'n the S lue down the purple plum ſurrounds, 
A living world thy failing fight confounds. 
To IM a peopled habitation ſhews,,  _ 
Where millions taſte the bounty Gop beſtows. - 
See a beautiful and infirudtiue poem, Hyled De1 2: | 
1 


Se ee „ „ „ 
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He kindled thoſe aſtoniſhingly bright fires, which 

fill the firmament with a flood of glory. By him 
WH they are ſuſpended in fluid æther, and cannot be 
| ſhaken ; by him they diſpenſe a perpetual tide of 
beams, and are never exhauſted.— He formed, with 
inexpreſſible nicety, that delicately fine collection of 
: tubes, that unknown multiplicity of ſubtile ſprings, 
t which organize and aCtuate the frame of the minu- 
e teſt inſet, He bids the crimſon current roll; the 

vital movements play; and aſſociates a world of 


e wonders, even in an animated point *. In all theſe. 
. is a ſignal exhibition of creating power: to all theſe 
are extended the ſpecial regards of preſerving good- 
- neſs. From hence let me learn to rely on the pro- 
l, vidence, and to. revere the preſence, of the ſupreme 
5 Majeſty. eh tone 
” To rely on his providence. —For, amidſt that in- 
8 conceivable number and variety of baings, which 
. ſwarm through the regions of creation, not on2 is 
2 overlooked, not one is neglected, by the great om- 
3 There are living creatares, abundantly ſmaller than 
i- the mite. Mr Bradley, in his treatiſe on gardening, men- 


tions an inſect, which, after accurate examination, he 
found to be a thouſand times % than the leaſ viſible 
grain of ſand. Yet ſuch an inſect, though quite imper- 
ceptible to the naked eye, is an elephant, is a whale, 
compared with other animalcules almoſt infinitely more 
minute, diſcovered by Mr Lewenhoeck, —lf we conſider the 
ſeveral limbs whch compoſe ſuch an organized particle; 
the different muſcles which actuate ſuch a ſet of limbs; 
the flow of ſpirits incomparably more attenuated, which 
pur thoſe * in motion; the various fluids which cir- 
X. culate; the different ſecretions which are performed; to- 
gether with the peculiar minuteneſs of the ſolids, before 
they arrive at their full growth; not to mention other 
more aſtoniſting modes of diminution: —ſure, we ſhall 
have the utmoſt reaſon to acknowledge, that the adored 
Maker is—maximus in minimis ; greatly glorious even in 


v. . 
He 8 R 2 nipotent 


lieving, view !—Can a woman, one of the ſofter ſex, 
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nipotent Cauſe of all. However inconſiderable in 


its character, or diminutive iu its ſize, it is {till the 
production of the univerſal Maker, and belongs*to 
the family of the almighty Father.— What? though 
inthroned archangels enjoy the miles of his counte- 
nance! yet the low inhabitants of earth, the moſt 
deſpicable worms of the ground, are not excluded 
from his providential care. Though the manifeſta- 
tion of his perfections is vouchſafed to holy and in- 
tellectual eſſences; his ear is open to the cries of the 


young raven; his eye is attentive to the wants, and 


to the welfare, of the very meaneſt births of nature. 
— How much leſs, then, are his own people diſre- 
garded? thoſe for whom he has delivered his belo- 
ved Son to death; and for whom he has prepared 
habitations of eternal joy. They diſregarded ! No. 
THnxy are“ kept as the apple of an eye.” The ve- 
ry bairs of their head are all numbered. The fond- 
eſt mother may forget the infant, that is © dandled 
upon her knees,” and ſucks at her breaſt *; much 

ſooner 


I. xlix. 15, Can a woman forget her ſucking child, 
that fhe ſhould not bade compaſſion en the ſon of ber 
womb ? Yea, they may forget; yet will I not forget thee. 
—How delicate and waive fro the images in this 
charming ſcripture! How full of beauty, if beheld in a 
critical, how rich with con/olation, if conſidered in a be- 


whoſe nature is moſt impreſſible, and whoſe paſſions are 
remarkably tender; — can ſuch a one, not barely diſre- 
gard, but entirely forger; not ſuſpend her care for a 
while, but utterly eraſe the very memory—of her child; 
ber own child, not another's ; a child that was formed in 
her avomb, and is a part af herſelf ?—her /n; the more 
important, and therefore more defirable ſpecies ; to whom 
it peculiarly belongs, to preſerve the name, and build up 
the family: her only ſon; for the word is fingular, and 
refers to a caſe, where the offspring, not being nume- 
rous, but centred in a fiagle birth, muſt be productive of 
the 
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fooner than the Father of everlaſting compaſſions 
can diſcontinue, or remit, his watchful tenderneſs 
to his people—his children—his heirs. 

Let-this teach me alſo a more lively ſenſe of the 
divine preſence. — All the rolling worlds above, all 
the living atoms below, together with all the beings: 


that intervene betwixt theſe wide extremes, are 


vouchers for an ever-preſent Deity. ©* GoD has not 
left himſelf without witneſs,” The marks of his 
footſteps are evident in every place, and the touch- 
es of his finger diſtioguiſhable in every creature. 
.* Thy name is fo nigh, O thou all-ſupporting, all- 
« informing LoRD; and that ds thy wondrous works 
* declare *. Thy goodneſs warms ia the morning- 
© ſun, and refreſhes in the evening-breeze. Thy 
glory ſhines in the lamps of midnight, and ſmiles. 
in the bloſſoms of ſpring. We ſee a trace of thy 


the fondeſt endearment:— Can ſhe diveſt herſelf of all 
concern for ſuch a child ; not when he is grown up to 
maturity, or gone abroad from her. houſe ; but while he 
continues in an infantile ſtate, and mult owe his whole 
ſafety to her kind attendance ; while he lies in her boſom, 
reſts on her arm, and even /ucks at her breaſt ?—eſpecial- 
ly, if the poor innocent be racked with pain, or ſeized 
by ſome ſevere affliction; and ſo become an object of 
compaſſion, as well as of love. Can the hear its piercing 
cries ; can ſhe ſee it all reſtleſs, all helpleſs under its mi- 


ſery; and feel no emotions of parental pity If one - 


ſuch monſter of inhumanity might be found ; could all 
(here the prophet, to give his compariſon the utmoſt e- 


nergy, changes the ſingular number into the plural. It 


is not NN A4, or FIN C, but M78 CA,) could all 


. mothers be ſo degenerate ? This, ſure, cannot be ſup- 


nd, need not be feared, Much leſs need the true be- 
tever be apprehenſive of the failure of my kindneſs, 
An unlverſal extinction of thoſe Zronge/t affections of na- 
ture, is a more ſuppoſable cale, than that I ſhould ever 
be unmindful of my people, or regardleſs of their intereſts . 
* Pſal. Ixxv, 2. Pp 2 88 
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27 incomprehenfible grandeur in the boundleſs ex- 
„ dent of things; and a ſketch of thy exquiſite ſkill, 
jn thoſe almoſt evaneſcent ſparks of life, the in- 


ſect- race.“ How ſtupid is this heart of mine, 


that, amidſt ſuch a multitude of remoradrancers, 
thronging on every ſide, I ſhould forget thee a fin- 

le moment! Grant me, thou great I A M, thou 
ſource and ſupport of univerſal exiſtence, — O! 
grant me an enlightened eye, to diſcern thee in eve- 
ry object; and a devout heart, to acore thee on e- 
very occaſion, Inſtead of living without Gop in 


the world, may I ever be with him, and fee all 
things full of him ! 


The glitt ring ſtars, 

By the deep ear of meditation heard, 

Still in their midnight-watches fing of HIM. 
He nods a calm. The tempeſt blews his wrath, 
The thunder is his voice ; and the red flaſh 


His ſpecedy ſuord of juſtice, At his touch, 


The mountains flame. He ſhakes the ſolid earth, 


And recks the nations. Nor in theſe alona, 
In ev'ry common inſtance GOD is ſeen. 
Trnoms. Spring. 


If the beautiful ſpangles which a clear night 
pours on the beholder's eye, if thoſe other fires 
which beam in remoter ſkies, and are diſcoverable 
only by, that revelation to the fight, the teleſcope; 
if all thoſe bright millions are lo many fountains | 
of day, enriched with native and independent lu- 
ſtre, illuminating planets, and enlivening ſyſtems of 
their owa“: what pomp, how majeſtic and Splendid, 


* Conſult with Reaſon. Reaſon will reply, 
Each lucid point, which glows in yonder ſky, 
Informs a /y/ftem in the boundleſs ſpace, 
And fills, with glory, its appointed place : 
With bezms bnborrow'd, brightens other ſkies ; 
And eee to thee unknown, with heat and life. 
fop»!ies | Toe U aft. 
Ve is 


of the great JEHovan's empire Grandeur be- 
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is diſcloſed in the midnight ſcene! What riches are 
diſſeminated through all thoſe numberlets provinces 


yond expreſſion !—Yet there is not the meaneſt ſlave, 
but carries greater wealth in his own boſom, poſſei- 
ſes ſuperior dignity in his own perſon. The %, 
that informs his clay ;—the ſoul, that teaches him 
to think, and enables him to chuſe; that qualifies 
him to relifh rational pleaſure, and to breathe ſub- 
lime defire * ;—the ſoul, that is endowed with ſric 

noble faculties; and, above all, is diſtinguiſhed 
with the dreadful, the glorious capacity, of being 
pained, or bleſſed, for ever; this ſoul ſurpaſſes in 
worth, whatever the eye can ſee; whatever, of 
material, the fancy can imagine. Before one ſuch 
intellectual being, all the treaſure and all the mag- 
nificence of unintelligent creation, becomes poor 
and contemptible F For this foul, Omnipotence 
ittelf has waked, and worked, through every age. 
To convince tnis foul, the fundamental laws of na- 
ture have been controlled; and the moſt amazin 

miracles have alarmed all the ends of the earth, 


Jo inſtruct this ſoul, the wiſdom of Heaven has 


deen transfuſed into the ſacred page; and miſſion- 


2 this reſpect, as veſted with ſuch capacities, the 
ſoul even of fallen man has an unqueſtionable greatneſs 
and dignity ; is majeſtic, though in ruin. . 

+ 1 beg leave to tranſcribe a pertinent paſſage, from 
that celebrated maſter of reaſon, and univerſal literature, 
Dr Bentley; whom no one can be tempted to ſuſpect, ei- 
ther tinctured with enthuſiaſm, or warped to bigotry.— 
« If Ws conſider,“ ſays he, the dignity of an intelli- 
gent being, and put that in the ſcale againſt brute and 
* inanimate matter, we may affirm, without overvaluing 
© human nature, that the ſoul of one virtuous and reli- - 
„ gious- man is of greater worth and excellency, than 
e the ſun, and his planets, and all the ſtars in the world.” 
See his ſermons at Beyle's lect. No 8. 
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aries have been ſent from the great King, who re- 
fides in light unapproachable. To /an&#ify this ſoul, 


the Almighty Comforter takes the wings of a dove; 


and, with a ſweet transforming influence, broods on 
the human heart. And O!] to redeem this ſoul from 
guilt, to reſcue it from hell, the heaven of heavens 
was bowed, and Gop himſelf came down to dwell 
in duſt. 

Let me pauſe, a while, upon this important 
ſubject What are the ſchemes, which engage the 


attention of eminent ſtateſmen, and mighty mo- 


narchs, compared with the grand intereſts of an im- 
- mortal ſoul? The ſupport of commerce, and the 

ſucceſs of armies, though extremely weighty affairs ; 
yet, if laid in the balance againſt the ſalvation of a 
ſoul, are lighter than the downy feather, poiſed 
againſt talents of gold. To fave a navy from /hip- 
wrech, or a kingdom from /avery, are deliverances 
of the moſt momentous nature, which the tranſac- 
tions of mortality can admit. But O! how they 
ſhrink into an inconſiderable trifle, if (their aſpect 
upon immortality forgot) they are ſet in competition 
with the delivery of a ſingle ſoul, from the in 
and horrors of a diſtreſſed eternity * ! 

Is ſuch the importance of the ſoul ! what vi- 
gilance then can be fo much, or rather whMhboly 
ſolicitude can be ſufficient, for the overſeers of the 
Saviour's flock, and the guardians of this great, 
this venerable, this invaluable charge? Since ſuch 
is the i importance If the ſoul, wilt thou not. O man, 
be watchful for the preſervation of thy owẽ/n? Shall 
every caſual incident awaken thy concern, every 
| tranſitory toy command thy regard? And ſhall the 

welfare of thy ſoul, a work of continual occurrence, 


Not all yon luminaries quench'd at once 
Were half ſo ſad, ag one benighted mind, 
3 gropes for happineſs, and meets def pair. 
Night- Tong ts Ne IX. 
4 
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a work of endleſs conpſequence, ſue, in vain, for thy 
ſerious care? — Thy foul, thy ſoul, is thy all. If 
this be ſecured, thou art greatly rich, and wilt be un- 
ſpeakably happy. If this be 4%, a whole world ac- 
quired, will leave thee in poverty; and all its de- 
lights enjoyed, will abandon thee to milery, 


I have often been charmed, and awed, at the 
ſight of the nocturnal heavens, even before I knew 
how to confider them in their proper circumſtan- 
ces of majeſty and beauty. Something, like magic, 
has ſtruck my mind, on a tranſient and unthinking 
ſurvey of the æthereal vault, tinged throughout 
with the pureſt azure, and decorated with innu- 
merable ſtarry lamps, I have felt I know nat 
what powerful and aggrandizing impulfe, which 
ſeemed ro ſnatch me from the low intanglements of 
vanity, and prompted an ardent figh for ſublimer 
objects. Methought I beard, even from the filent 
ſpheres, a commanding call, to ſpurn the abject 
earth, and paut after Unſeen delichts —Honcofons 


<4 4aw>s wwewss, 


- 


ward, I hope to imbibe more copiouſly, this moral 
emanation of the ſkies, when, in ſome ſuch manner 
as the preceding, they are rationally ſeen, and the 


fight is duly improved. The ſtars, I truſt, will 


teach, as well as bine; and help to diſpel, both na- 
ture's gloom, and my intellectual daxkneſs. To 
{ome people, they diſcharge no better a ſervice, than 
that of holding a flambeau to their feet, and ſoften- 
ing the horrors of their night, To me and my 
friends, may they act as miniſters of a ſuperior or- 
der, as counſellors of wiſdom, and guides to hap- 
pineſs! Nor will they fail to execute this nobler of- 
fice, if they gently light our way into the knowledge 
of their adored Maker ; if they point out, with their 
ſilver rays, our path to his beatitic preſence. 


I gaze, I ponder. I ponder, I gaze; and think in- 
effable things.—I roll an eye of awe and admiration, 
Again 
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Again and again I repeat my raviſhed views; and 
can never ſatiate either my, curioſay, or my inquiry. 
E ſpring my thoughts into this immenſe field, till 


even fancy tires upon her wing. I find wonders 


ever neu; wonders more and more amazing. — Let, 


after all my preſent inquiries, what a mere nothing 


do I know; by all my future ſearches, how little 
ſhall I be able to learn, of thoſe vaſtly diſtant ſuns, 
and their circling retinue of. worlds! Could I pry 
with Newton's piercing ſagacity, or launch into his 


extenſive ſurveys; even then, my apprehenſions 


would be little better than thoſe dim and ſcan- 
ty images, which the mole, juſt emerged from her 
cavern, receives on her feeble optic.— This, ſure, 
ſhould repreſs all impatient or immoderate ardor to 
pry into the ſecrets of the ſtarry ſtructures, and 
make me more particularly careful to cultivate my 
heart. To fathom the depths of the Divine Eſſence, 
or to ſcan univerſal nature with a critical exact - 
neſs, is an attempt which ſets the acuteft philoſopher 
very nearly on à level with the idiot; fince it is al- 
mot, if not altogether, as impracticable by the for- 
mer, as by the latter. | phy bots. 

Be it, then, my chief ſtudy, not to purſue, what 
is abſolutely unattainable, but rather to ſeek what 
is obvious to find, eaſy to be acquired, and of in- 


eſtimable advantage when poſſefled, O! let me 


feek that charity which. edifieth *, that faith which 
” purifieth. 


* 1 Cor. viii. 1. I need not inform my reader, that in 
this text, in that admirable chapter, 1 Cor. xiii. and in 
various other paſlages of ſcripture, the word charity ſhould 
by na means be confined to the particular act of aln/ gi- 
wing, or external benefcence. It is of a much more ex- 
alted and extenſive nature. It fignifies that divinely pre- 
cious grace, which warms the foul with ſupreme love to 
Gon, and enlarges it with di/entere/ted affection for men; 
which renders it the reigning care of the life, and chief 

- Iu CET delight 
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purifieth. Love, humble love, not conceited ſci- 
ence, keeps the door of heaven. Faith, a child- like 
faith in JESUS; not the haughty ſelt- ſufficient ſpi- 
rit, which ſcorns to be ignorant of any thing; pre · 
ſents a key * to thoſe abodes of bliſs. —This preſent 
ſtate is the ſcene deſtined to the exerci/e of devotion ; 
the inviſible world is the place appointed for the en- 


joyment of knowledge. There, the dawn of our in- 


fantile minds will be advanced. to the maturity of 


perfect day; or rather, there our midnight-ſhades 


will be brightened into all the luſtre of noon. There 
the ſouls which come from the ſchool of faith, and 
bring with them the principles of love, will dwell in 
light itſelf ; will be obſcured with no darkneſs at all; 
will know, even as they are known g. Such an ac- 
quaintance, therefore, do I deſire to form, and to 
carry on ſuch a correſpondence, with the heavenly 
bodies, as may ſhed a beniga influence on the. ſeeds 
of grace, implanted in my breaſt. Let the exalted 
tracts of the firmament fink my foul into deep hu- 
miliation. Let thoſe cternal ſires kindle in my heart 
an adoring gratitude to their Almighty Sovereign. 
Let yonder ponderous and enormous globes, which 
reſt on his ſupporting arm, teach me an un/haken 
aſſiance in their incarnate Maker. Then ſhall I be 
—if not wiſe as the aſtronomical adept, yet wisE 
UNTO SALVATION, 


delight of the heart, to promote the happineſs of the 
one, and the glory of the other.—Th7s, this, is that 
charity, of which ſo many excellent things are every 


| Where ſpoken; which can never be too highly extolled, 


or too earneſtly coveted, ſince it is the Image of Gop, 
and the very ſpirit of heaven. 
The righteouſneſs of CHRIST. This is what Milton 
beautifully ſtyles, 
The golden key, 
That opes the palace of eterniiy. 
7 1 Cor. xiii. 12. 
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Having now walked and worſhipped in this uni- 
verſal temple, that is arched with ſkies; emblazed 
with ſtars, and extended even to immenſity :—ha- 


ving caſt an eye, like the enraptured patriarch *; an 


eye of reaſon and devotion, through the magnificent 
ſcene: with the former, having diſcovered an infi- 
nitude of worlds; and with the latter, having met 
the Deity in every view: —Having beheld, as Moſes 
in the flaming buſh, a glimpſe of JEHovan's ex- 
cellencies ! reflected from the ſeveral planets, and 
ſtreaming from myriads of celeſtial luminaries :— 
having read various leſſons in that ſtupendous bork 
of wiſdom +, where unmeaſurable theets of azure 
compoſe the page; and orbs of radiance write, in 
everlaſting characters, a comment on our creed :— 
What remains, but that I cloſe the midnight - ſolem- 
nity, as our LoR D concluded his grand facramen- 
tal inſtitution, with a /ong of praiſe ?—And behold 
a hyinn, ſuited to the ſublime occaſion, indited by 
1 Inſpiration itſelf, transferred into our language, 
by || one of the happieſt er of human i n. 


The ſpacious nn on high, 

With all the blue ethereal ſhy, 

And ſpangled heav'ns, a ſbining frame, 

Their great Original proclaim : 

Th' unweary'd ſun, frem day to day, 

Does his Creator's power diſplay ; 

And publiſhes, to ev'ry land, 
The work of an «mig hand, 


* Gen. xv. ** 


+ For heaven 
_ Is as the book of GOD before thee ſet, 


 _Wherein to read his wondrous works. Mz. 


t Pal. xix. 
|| Addiſon, Spect. Vol. VI. No 465. 
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Soon as the z v' ning: ſbades prevail, 
The moon takes up the uondrous tale; 
And nigbily, to the * earth, 
Repeat the ſtory of her birth : 

While all the ftars, that round her burn, 
And all the planets in their turn, 
Confirm the tidings as they roll, 

And ſpread the truth from pole to pole. 


What though, in ſolemn ſilence, all 
Move round the dark terreſtrial ball ? 
What though nor real voice nor ſound 
Amid their radiant orbs be Found? 

In reaſon's ear they all rejoice, 

And utter forth a glorious voice, 

For ever ſinging, as they ſhine, 

The hand, that made us, is divine. 
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Storms and Tempeſts may calm the foul—S15w and +» 
Ice be taught to warm the heart, and praiſe the 
Creator. 

Anonym. Lett, to the Author, See p. 206. 
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FtroduBiion—Shortneſs F the Winter's day—41n- 

ceſſant Rain, producing a Flogd—Tempeſt ; its E- 
fefts ; ad Land, by Sea—Pitchy Darkneſs ; riding in 
it—Thick Rime— Keen Freſt, and Serenity of Weather 
—Severe Cold, and piercing Winds — Deep Snew—Ge- 
neral Thaw—Ever-greens= Storm of Hail—Rainbow, 
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e S true, in the delightful ſeaſons, H.1 S: 
& tenderneſs and HIS love are moſt emi- 
neatly diſplayed, —In the vernal months, 

Ar Ax all is beauty to the eye, and muſic to the- 

ear. The clouds drop fatnels ; the air ſoftens into 

balm ; and flowers in rich abundance ſpring wheres 
ever we tread, bloom where-ever we look. —A midſt 
the burning heats of Summer, H E expands the 
leaves, and thickens the ſhades: he ſpreads the 
cooling arbour to receive us,. and awakes the 

gentle breeze to fan us. The moſs ſwells into a 

couch for the repoſe of our bodies; while the 

rivulet ſoftly rolls, and ſweetly murmurs, to ſooth 
our imagination.—In Autumn, HIS bounty covers 


the fields with a profuſion of nutrimental treaſure, 


and bends the boughs with loads of delicious fruit. 

He furniſhes his hoſpitable board with preſent plen- 
ty, and prepares a copious magazine for future wants. 
But is it any in theſe ſmiling periods of the year, 
that Gop, the all-gracious Gop, is ſeen ? Has Min- 
ter, ſtern winter, no tokens of his r Les: 

all things are eloquent of his praiſe? “ His way 
* is in the whirlwind,” Storms and tempeſts 
fulfil his word, and extol his r. Even pier- 
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eing froſts bear witneſs to his goodneſs, while they 
bid the ſhivering nations tremble at his wrath.— 
Be Wiagter then, for a while, our theme “. Per- 
haps, thoſe barren ſcenes may be /ruitful of in- 
tellectual improvement. Perhaps, that rigorous 
cold, which binds the earth in icy chains, may ſerve 
to enlarge our hearts, and warm them with holy 
love. 1 

See ! how the day is ſbortened! The fun, de- 
tained in fairer climes, or engaged in more agree- 
able ſervices, riſes, like an unwilling viſitant, with 
tardy and reluctant” ſteps, He walks, with, a ſhy 
_ indifference, along the edges of the fouthern ſky ; 
caſting an oblique glance, he juſt looks upon our 
dejected world, and fcarcely ſcatters light through 
the thick air, Dim is his appearance, languid are 
bis gleams, while he continues. Or, if he chance 
to wear a brighter aſpe&, and a cloudleſs brow ; 
yet, like the young and gay in the houſe of mourn- 
ing, he ſeems uneaſy till he is gone, is in haſte to 
depart. — And let him depart. Why ſhould we 
with for his longer ſtay ; fince he can ſhew us no- 
thing but the creation in diftrefs ? "The flowery fami- 
lies lie dead, and the tuneful tribes are ſtruck dumb. 
The trees, ſtript of their verdure, and laſhed by 


* A ſketch of this nature, I muſt acknowledge, is 
quite different from the ſubject of the book; and, I 
cannot but declare, was as far diſtant from the thoughts 
of the author, But the deſire of ſeveral acquaintance, 
together with an intimation of its uſefulneſs, by a very 
polite” letter from gn unknown hand, (Which has ande- 
/:gncdly Furniſhed me with the beſt motto 1 could recol- 
je); prevailed with me to add a few deſcriptive touches, 
and improving hints, on what is ſo often experienced in 
cheſe northern regions, I hope, the attempt l have made 
th oblige theſe gentlemen, will obtain the approbarion, 
cr, at ical; the excuſe, of my other reader. 
I | | ſtorms, 
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ſtorms, ſpread their naked arms to the enraged and 
relentleſs heavens. Fragrance no longer floats in 
the air; but chilling damps hover, or cutting gales 
blow. Nature, diveſted of all her beautiful robes, 
fars, like a forlorn diſconſolate widow, in her weeds, 
While winds, in doleful accents, howl; and rains, 
in repeated ſhowers, wee 
We ſregret not, therefore, the ſpeedy departure 
of the day. When the room is hung with juneral 
black, and diſmal objects are all around; who would 
deſire to have the glimmering taper kept alive? which 
can only diſcover ſpeCtacles of ſorrow, can only make 
the horror viſible.— And, fince this mortal life is 
little better than a continual conflict with fin, or an 
unremitted ſtruggle with miſery ; is it not a gracious 
ordination, which has reduced our age to a ſpan? 
Fourſcore years of trial, for the virtuous, are ſuffi- 
ciently long; and more than ſuch a term allowed 
to the wicked, would render them beyond all mea- 
ſure vile. Our way to the kingdom of heaven lies 
through tribulations. ' Shall we then accu/e, ſhall 
we not rather bleſs, the providence, which has made 

the paffage ſhort? Soon, ſoon we:crols the vale 
of tears; and then arrive on the happy hills, where 

light for ever ſhines, where joy for ever ſmiles. 


Sometimes the day is rendered ſhorter ſtill ; is 
| almoſt blotted out from the year. The vapours 
| gather; they thicken into an impenetrable gloom, 
and obſcure the face of the ſky. At length, the 
| rains deſcend ; the ſluices gf the firmament are *n 


opened ; and the low-hung clouds pour their con- 
gregated ſtores. . Copious and uninterminted, {till 
they pour, and ſti] are nnexhauſted. The waters 


n drop inceſſantly from the eaves, and ruſh in rapid ! 
+ * Involvere diem nimbi, et n bumida cœlum 


Abitulit.—— }- | Vimeo. 
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ſtreams from . They roar along the 
channelled pavements, and ſtand: in foul ſhallows 
amidſt the village-ſtreets. Now, if the inattentive 
- eye, or negligent hand, has left the roof but ſcan- 
tily covered, the inſinuating element finds its way 
into every flaw, and, oozing through the ceiling, 
at once upbraids and chaſtiſes the careleſs inhabi- 
tant. The ploughman, ſoaked: to the ſkin, leaves 
his half-tilled acre. 'The poor poultry, dripping 
with wet, croud into ſhelter. The tenants of the 
bough fold up their wings, afraid to launch into the 
ſtreaming air. The beaſts, joyleſs and diſpirited, 
rumioate under their ſhades. The roads ſwim, and 
the brooks ſwell.—The river, amidft all this watery 
ferment,. long contained itſelf within its appointed 
beunds ; but, ſwollen by innumerable currents, and 
rouſed at laſt into uncontrollable rage, burſts over 
its banks, ſhoots into the plain, bears down all op- 
poſition, ſpreads itfelf far and wide, and buries the 
meadow under a brown, ſluggith, ſoaking deluge. 
How happy for man, that this inundation comes, 
when there are no flowery crops in the valley to be 
overwhelmed ;, no fields ſtanding thick with corn, 
to be laid waſte! At ſuch a juncture, it would have 
been ruin to the huſbandman and his family: bur, 
thus timed, it yields manure for his ground, and 
promiſes him riches in reverſion. — How often, and 
how long, has the Divine Majeſty bore with the 
moit injurious affronts from ſinners! His goodneſs 
triumphed over their perverſeneſs, and graciouſly 
refuſed to be exaſperated, But O preſumptuous 
creatures, multiply no longer your provocations, 
Urge not, by repeated iniquities, the almighty arm 
to ſtrike; leſt his long - ſuffering ceaſe, and his fierce 
anger break forth; break forth, like a food of wa- 
ters , and ſweep you away into irrecoverable and 
everlaſting perdition. 


®* Hol, v. 10. 
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How mighty ! how maj and O! how my- 
| ſerious are thy works, tho D of heaven, and 
LORD of nature ! When the air is calm, where 
fleep the formy winds ? in what chambers are they 
repoſed, or in what dungeons confined l till thou 
art pleaſed to awaken their rage, and throw open 
their priſon-doors. Then, with irrefiſtible i impetu- 
ofity they fly forth, ſcattering dread, and menacing 
deſtruction. 

The atmoſphere is hurled into the moſt tu- 
multuous confufion. The acreal torrent burſts its 
way over mountains, ſeas, and continents. All 
things feel the dreadful ſhock. All things tremble 
before the furious blaſt. The foreft, vexed and 
tore, groans under the ſcourge. Her ſturdy ſons 
are ſtrained to the very root, and almoſt ſweep the 
foil they were wont to ſhade, The ſtubborn. oak, 
that diſdains to bend, is daſhed headlong to the 
ground, and, with ſhattered arms, with proſtrate 
trunk, blocks the road. While the flexite reed, 
that ſprings up in the marſh, yielding to the guſt, 
(as the mack and pliant temper to injuries; or the 
reſigned and patient ſpirit to misfortunes), cludes 
the force of the ſtorm, and ſurvives amidſt the 
wide-ſpread havock, 

For a moment, the turbulent and outrageous 
iky ſeems to be afſuaged ; but it intermits its wrath, 
only to increaſe its ſtrength. Soon, the ſounding 
ſquadrons of the air return to the attack, and re- 
new their ravages with redoubled fury. The ftate- 
ty dome rocks amidſt the wheeling clouds. The 
impregnable tower totters on its bafis, and threatens 
fo overwhelm whom it was intended to protect, 
The ragged rock is rent in pieces“; and even the 
hills, the perpetual hills, on their deep foundations, 

are ſcarcely ſecure, Where, now, is the place of 


*1 Kings xix. 11. 


lafety ? 
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ſafety? When the city reels, and houſes become 
heaps! Sleep affrighted flies. Diverſion is turned 
into horror, All is uproar in the element; all is 
conſternation among mortals; and nothing, but 
one wide ſcene of rueful devaſtation through the 


land.— Vet this is only an inferior miniſter of divine 


diſpleaſure ; the executioner of milder indignation. 
How then—O ! how will the lofty looks of man be 
humbled, and the haughtineſs of men be bowed down *, 
when the LORD GOD Omnipotent ſhall meditate 
terror, — when he ſhall ſet all his terrors in array, 
—when he ariſes to judge the nations, and to ſbake 
terribly the earth ! 

The ocean ſwells with tremendous commotions, 


The ponderous waves are heaved from their capa- 


cious bed, and almoſt lay bare the unfathomable 
deep, Flung into the moſt rapid agitation, they 
ſweep over the rocks; they laſh the lofty cliffs; 
and toſs themſelves into the clouds. Navies are 
rent from their anchors; and, with all their enor- 
mous load, are whirled, ſwift as the arrow, wild as 
the winds, along the vaſt abyſs. Now, they climb 
the rolling mountain; they plough the frightful 


—Morialia corda 
Per gentes humilis ſtravit pavor. 


One would almoſt imagine, that Virgil had read 1/aiah, 


and borrowed his ideas from chap. ii. ver.11. The hum 


Ait and ſtrawzt of the one ſo exactly correſpond with the 


— humbled—bowwed down—of the other. But, in one cir- 
cumſtance, the prophet is very much ſuperior to the poet. 
The prophet, by giving a ſtriking contraſt to his ſenti- 
ments, repreſents = with incomparably greater energy. 
He ſays not, mer in the groſs, or the human heart in gene- 
ral: but men of the moſt elated looks; hearts big with the 


. moſt arrogant imaginations; even theſe ſhall ſtoop from 


their ſupercilious heights ; even theſe ſhall grovel in the 
duſt of abaſement, and ſhudder with all the extremes of 
an abject pulillanimity. -— . 


ridge; 


ö drawn from the ruddy fire, and plunged into the | 
*.- 8 thickeſt | 
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ridge; and ſeem to ſkim the ſkies: anon, they 
Plunge into the opening gulf ; they loſe the ſight of 

day; and are loſt themſelves to every eye, How 
vain is the pilot's art! how impotent the mariner's 
ſtrength ! They reel to and fro, and ſtagger in the 
jarring hold; or cling to the cordage, while burſt- 


ing ſeas foam over the deck. Deſpair is in every 


face, and death fits threatening on every ſurge.— 
But why, O ye aſtoniſhed mariners, why ſhould 
you abandon yourſelves to deſpair ? Is the LORD's 


hand ſhortened, becauſe the waves of the ſea rage | 


horribly ? Is his ear deafened, by the roaring thun- 
ders, and the bellowing tempeſt? Cry, cry, unto 
HIM, who “ holdeth the winds in his fiſt, and the 
« waters in the hollow of his hand,” HE is all- 
gracious to hear, and almighty to fave, If HE 
command, the ſtorm ſhall be huſhed to ſilence; 
the billows ſhall ſubſide into a calm; the lightnings 
ſhall lay their fiery bolts afide ; and, inſtead of ſink- 
ing in a watery grave, you ſhall find yourſelves 
brought to the defireq haven. | 


Sometimes, after a joyleſs day, a more diſmal 
night ſucceeds. — The lazy louring vapours had 
wove ſo thick a veil, as the meridian ſun could 
ſcarcely penetrate, What gloom then muſt over- 
whelm the nocturnal hours! The moon withdraws 
her ſhining. Not a ſingle ſtar is able to ſtruggle 
through the deep arrangement of ſhades. All is 
pitchy darkneſs, without one enlivening ray. How 
folemn ! how awful! Tis like the ſhroud of nature, 
or the return of chaos. I don't wonder that it is the 
parent of terrors, and ſo apt to engender melan- 
choly. Lately the tempeſt marked its rapid way with 
miſchief ; now, the night dreſſes her filent pavilion 
with horror. FOR OP e 8 
I have ſometimes left the beaming tapers, with- 
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. thickeſt of theſe footy ſnades: without regretting 


— 


the change, rather exulting in it as a welcome deli- 
verance, The very gloom was pleaſing, was exhi- 
larating, compared with the converſation I quiited. 
The ſpeech of my companions (bow does it grieve 
me, that I ſhould even once have occakon to call 


them, by that name!) was the language of dark- 
. neſs; , was horror to the ſon}, and torture to the 


ear. Their teeth were ſpears and arrows, and their 
tongue a ſharp ſword, to ſtab and aſſaſſinate their 
neighbour's, character. Their throat was an open 


fepulthre, gaping to. devour the reputation of the 


innocent, or tainting the air with their virulent and 
polluted breath.—Sometimes, their licentious and 


ungovernable diſcourſe ſhot arrows of profaneneſs 
- againſt Heaven itſelf; and, in proud defiance, 
Challenged the reſentment of Omnipotence.—Some- 


times, as if it was the glory of human nature to 
checifh the graſſeſt appetites of the brute ; or the 
mark of a gentleman to have ſerved an appreatice- 


ſhip in a brothel ; the filthieſt jeſts of the ſtews (if 


low ob/cenity can be a jeſt) were nauſeouſly obtruded 
on the company. All the modeſt part were offended 
and grieved; while the other beſotted creatures laugh · 
ed aloud, though the leproſy of uncleanneſs appear- 
ed on their lips. — Are not theſe perſons. pniſoners of 
darkneſs, though blazing. ſconces pour artificial day 
through their rooms! Are not their ſouls immured 
in the moſt baleful ſhades, though the noontide fun 
is brightened by flaming on their gilded. chariots ? 
They diſcern not that great and adorable Being, 


who fills the univerſe with his infinite and glorious 


preſence: who is all eye, to obſerve their actions; 
all aar, to examine their words. They know not 


the all-ſufficieat Redeemer, nor the unſpeakahle 
bleſſedneſs of his heavenly kingdom. They are 


groping for the prize of happineſs; but will cer- 
tainly graſp the thorn of anxicty. They are wan: 
4 % " , | | ton y 
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tonly ſporting on the brink of a precipice ; and are 
every moment in danger of falling headlong into 
irretrievable ruin, and endleſs deſpair. 

'They have forced me out, and are, perhaps, de- 
riding me in my abſence; are charging my reve- 
rence for the ever-preſent GOD, and my concern 
for the dignity of our rational nature, to the 
account of humour and ſingularity; to narrow- 
neſs of thought, or ſourneſs of temper.—Be it fo. 
—T will indulge no indignation againſt them, If 
any thing like it ſhould ariſe, I will convert it in- 

to prayer—* Pity them, O thou Father of mer- 
„ cies !—Shew them the madneſs of their profane- 
* neſs—Shew them the baſeneſs of their vile ri- 
5 baldry—Let their diſſolute rant be turned into 
6 ſilent ſorrow and confuſion; till they open their 
« lips, to adore thine inſulted Majeſty, and to im- 
«« plore thy gracious pardon ; till they devote to thy 
t ſervice thoſe ſocial hours, and thoſe ſuperior fa- 
* culties, which they are now abuſing—to the diſ- 
* honour of thy name—to the contamination of 
* their own ſouls— and (unleſs timely repentance 
«© intervene) to their everlaſting infamy and perdi- 
„ non.” | 

I ride home amidſt the gloomy void. All dark- 
ling and ſolitary, I can ſcarce diſcern my horſe's 
head, and only gueſs out my blind road. No com- 
panion but danger; or, perhaps, ** deſtruction rea- 
« dy at my fide *. - But why do I fancy myſelf e- j 
litary? ls not the Father of lights, the Gop of | 
my life, the great and everlaſting Friend, always at 
my right hand? Becauſe the day is excluded, is 
his omnipreſence vacated? Though I have no 
earthly acquaintance near, to aſſiſt in caſe of a mil- 
fortune; or to beguile the time, and divert uneaſy 
ſuſpicions, by entertaining conferences; may I nor 


Job xvin. 12. 
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lay my help upon the Almighty, and converſe with 
'GOD by humble ſupplication? For this exerciſe, 
no place is improper, no hour unſeaſonable, and 
no poſture incommodious. This is ſociety, the beſt 
of ſociety, even in ſolitude. This is a fund of 
delights, eaſily portable, and quite inexhauſtible, 
A treaſure this, of unknown value; liable to 
no hazard from wrong or robbery ; but perfectly 
ſecure to the lonely wanderer, in the moſt dark- 
ſome paths, 

And why ſhould 1 diſtreſs myſelf with apprehen- 
Hons of peri!/? This acceſs to Gop is not only an 
indefeaſible privilege, but a kind of ambulatory 
garriſen. Thoſe who made known their requeſts 
unto Gop, and rely upon his protecting care, he 
gives his angels charge over their welfare. His an- 
gels are commiſſioned to eſcort them in their tra- 
velling ; and to hold up their goings, that they 
daſh not their foot againſt a ſtone . Nay, he him- 
ſelf condeſcends to be their guardian, and“ keeps 
s all their bones, fo that not one of them is broken.” 
Between theſe perſons, and the moſt miſchievous 
objects, a treaty of peace is concluded. The arti- 
cles of this grand alliance are recorded in the book 
.of revelation; and will, when it is for the real benefit 
of believers, aſſuredly be made good in the admi- 
niſtrations of Providence. In that day, faith the 
LORD, will I make a covenant for them with the 
beaſts of the field, and with the fowls of heaven, 
and with the creeping things of the greund ; and they 
hall be in league with the ſtones of the field +, 
Though they fall headlong on the flints; even the 
Hints, fitted to fracture the ſkull, ſhall receive them 
as into the arms of friendſhip; and not offer to 
hurt whom the LoxD is pleaſed to preſerve. 

May T then enjoy the preſence of this gracious 
Gop, and darkneſs and light ſhall be both alike. 


» Pſal. xci. 11. 12. f Jobv. 23. Hol, ii. 18. 


Let 


A WINTER-PIECE 15 


Let HIM whiſper peace to my conſcience ; and this 
dread filence ſhall be more charming than the voice- 
of eloquence, or the ſtrains of muſic. Let HIM 
reveal his raviſhing perfections in my foul; and I. 


ſhall not want the faffron beauties of the morn, the 
golden glories of noon, or the impurpled evenin 
ſky. 1 ſhall ſigh only for thoſe moſt defir able and 
diſtinguiſhed fears where the light of HIS 
countenance perpetually ſhines, and conſequently — 
„ there is“ no night there.“ 


How ſurpriſing are the alterations of nature! TI 


left her, the preceding evening, plain and unadorn- 
ed. But, now, a thick rime has ſhed its hoary ho- 
nours over all, It has ſhagged the fleeces of the 


ſheep, and criſped the traveller's locks. The hed- 


ges are richly fringed, and all the ground is pro- 


fuſely powdered. The downward branc hes are taſ-" 


ſelled with ſilver, and the upright arc ſesthered. 
with the plumy wave 
The ine are not always the valuable. The air, 


amidſt- all theſe gaudy decorations, is charged 


with chilling and «nwholefome Camps. The raw ha- 


2y influence ſpreads wide; fits deep; hangs heavy 


and oppreflive on the ſpriags of lite A liſtleſs lan- 
guor clogs the animal functions; and the purple 
ſtream glides but faintly through its channels. In- 
vain, the ruler of the day exerts his beaming 
powers; in vain, he attempts to diſperſe this inſur- 
rection of vapours. The ſullen, malignant cloud re- 
fuſes to depart. It envelops the wor id, and inter- 
cepts the proſpect. I look abroad for the neigh- 
bouring village; I fend my eye in queſt of the ri- 
ſing turret; but am ſcarce able to diſcern the very 


next houſe. Wnere are the blue arches of heaven? 
where is the radiant countenance of the ſun? 


where the boundleſs ſcenes of creation? Loſt, loſt 


Rev. xxi. 25. 
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are their beauties; quenched their glories. The 
thronged theatre of the univerſe ſcems an empty 
void; and all its elegant pictures an undiſtinguiſhed 
 blank.—Thus would it have been with our intellec- 
tual views, if the go/pel had not come in to our re- 
lief. We ſhould have known neither our true 
good, nor ical evil, We had been a riddle to our- 
elves; the preſent ſtate all confuſion, and the fu- 
ture impenetrable darkneſs. But the Sun of righ- 
tcouloels, arifing with potent and triumphant beams, 
has diffipated the interpoſing cloud; has opened a 
proſpect more beautiful than the bloſſoms of Spring, 
more cheering than the treaſures of Autumn, and 
far more enlarged than the extent of the viſible ſy- 
ſtem: which, having led the eye of the mind, 
through fields of grace, over rivers of righteoul- 
neſs, and hills crowned with knowledge, terminates, 
at length, in the heavens ; ſweetly loſing itſelf in 
«cg:00s of infinite bliſs, and endleſs glory. 

As I walk along the fog, it ſeems, at ſome little 
diſtance, to be almoſt ſolid gloom ; ſuch as would 
hut out every glimpſe of light, and totally impriſon 
me in obſcurity. But when I approach, and enter 
it, I find myſelf agreeably miſtaken, and the miſt 
much thinner than it appeared.—Such is the caſe 
with regard to the ſufferings of the preſent life; 
they are not, when experienced, ſo dreadful as a 
timorous imagination ſurmiſed. Such alſo is the 
caſe with reference to the gratiſications of ſenſe; 
they prove not, when enjoyed, ſo ſubſtantial as a 
ſanguine expectation repreſented. In both inſtances, 
we are graciouſly diſappointed. The keen edge of 
the calamity is blunted, that it may not wound us 
with incurable anguiſh : the exquifite reliſh of the 
proſperity is palled, that it may not captivate our at- 
fections, and enſlave them to inferior delights. 


Sometimes, the face of things wears a more ple1- 
Gag form; the very reverſe of the foregoing. The 
ſober 
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ſober evening advances to cloſe the ſhort-lived day. 
The firmament, clear and unſuilied, puts on its 
brighteſt blue. The ſtars, in thronging multitudes, 
and with a peculiar b:illiancy, glitter through the | 
fair expanſe. While the fro pours its ſubtile and | 
' penetrating influence all around. Sharp and in- 
tenſely fevere, all the long night, the rigid æther 
continues its operations. When, late and flow, the 
morning opens her pale'eye ; in what a curious and 
amuſing diſguiſe is nature drefled ! The icicles, . 
jagged and uneven, are pendent on the houſes, A 
whitiſh film incruſts the windows, where mimic: 
landſcapes rite, and fancied figures ſwell. The fruit- 
ful fields are hardened to iron; the moiſtened mea- 
dows are congealed to marble; and both reſound 
(an effect unknown before) with the peaſant's haſty - 
tread. The ſtream. is arreſted in.its career, and its 
ever-flowing ſurface chained to the banks. The +» 
fluid paths become a ſolid road; where the finay- 
thoals were wont to rove, the ſportive youth flide, . 
or the rattling chariots roll“. And (what would 
ſeem, to an inhabitant of the ſoutheru world, as 
vaaccountable as the deepeſt myſterics of our reli- 
gion) that very ſame breath: of- heaven, which ce- 
ments the lakes into a cryſtal pavement, cleaves the 
oaks, as it were wich invitible wedges ; ** breaks 
in pieces the northern iron, and the ſteet;“ even- 
while it builds a bridge of icy rock over the ſcas . 


Concreſcunt ſubito currenti in flumine cruſt 2; 
Undague jam tergo ferratos ſuſtine; orbes, 
Puppibus illa prius patulis, nunc he/pita plauftris. 
LErague. diſſiliant vulgo. | Via q- 
+. Job xxxviit, 30. The waters are bid, Deked up- 
from the cattle's lips, and ſecured from the fiſhzr's net, 
as, wells were wont to be cloſed with a pon ſerous and | 
Imperetrable fore, Aid not only lakes and rivers, but | 
the ſurface of the great. deep, with its re Hels and ungon- 
trollable ſurges, 7s taken captive 1h by the froſt, 
and bound in ſhining fetters. | 
[YEE Tus: 
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The air is all ſerenity. Refined by the nitrous 
particles, it affords the moit diſtinct views, and 
extenſive proſpects. The ſeeds of infefion are kill- 
ed; and the peſtilence deſtroyed, even in embryo. 
So, the coid7 of aſlictian tends to mortify our corrup- 
tions, and ſubdue our vitious habits... The croud- 
ing atmoſphere conſtringes oar bodies, and braces 
our nerves. The ſpirits are buoyant, and fally 

briſkly on the execution of their office. In the ſum- 
mer-months, ſuch an unclouded ſky, and ſo bright 
a ſun, would have melted us with heat, and ſoften- 

ed us into ſupineneſs. We ſhould have been ready 
to throw our limbs under the ſpreading beach, and 
to lie at eaſe by the murmuring brook. But, now, 
none loiters in his path; none is teen with folded 
arms. All is in motion; all is activity. Choice, 
prompted by the weather, ſupplies the ſpur of ne- 
ccffiry. Thus, the rugged ſchool of mistortune oft- 
en trains up the mind to a vigorous exertion of its 
faculties. The bleak climate of adverſity often in- 
ſpires us with a manly reſolution. When a ſoft and 
dowry aftluence, perhaps, would have relaxed all the 
generous ſprings of the foul, and have left it e- 
nervated with pleaſure, or diflolved in indolence. 


Cold cometh.out of the North *,” The winds, 
having ſwept thoſe deſerts. ot ſnow, arm themſelves 
with millions of frozen particles, and make a fierce 
deſcent upon our iſle, Under black and ſcowling 
clouds, they. drive, dreadfully whizzing, through. 
the darkened air. They growl around our houſes ; 
aſſault our doors; and, eager for entrance, faſtcn 
on our windows, Walls can ſcarce reſtrain them; 
hars are unable to exclude them; through. every 
cranny. they force their way, Ice is on their wings; 
they ſcatter agues through the land; and Winter, 


5 * Job xxxvii. 9 »! 
| | all. 
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all Winter, rages as they go. Their breath is as a 
ſearing * iron to the little verdure left in the plains, 
Vaſtly more pernicious to the tender plants than the 
ſharpcſt knife, they kill their branches, and wound 
the very root. Let not the corn venture to peep 
too freely from the entrenchment of the furrow; let 
not the fruit- bearing bloſſoms dure to come abroad 
trom their lodgment in the bark; leſt theſe murde- 
rous blaſts intercept and ſeize the unwary ſtrangers, 
and deſtroy the hopes of the advancing year, 
O, 'tis ſeverely cold! Who is fo hardy, as not 
to ſhrink at this exceſſively pinching weather? See! 
Every face is pale. Even the blooming cheeks con- 
tract a gelid hue ; and the teeth hardly forbear chat- 
tering. —Ye that fit eaſy and joyous, amidſt your 
commodious apartments, ſolacing vourſelves in the 
diffuſive warmth of your fire, be mindful of your 
brethren in the cheerleſs tenement of poverty, - 
Their ſhattered panes are open to the piercing 
winds; a tattered garment ſcarcely covers their 
thivering fleſh ; while a few faint and dying em 
bers on the ſqualid hearth, rather mock their 
wiſhes, than warm their limbs.— While the gene- 
rous juices of Oporto ſparkle in your glaſſes; or the 
ſtreams, beautifully tinged and delicioully flavoured 

with the Chine/e leaf, ſmoke in the elegant porcelain ; 
5 O remember, that many of your fcllow-creatures, 
amidſt all the rigour of theſe inclement ſkies, 


are emaciated with ſickneſs, benumbed with age, 
\ and pining with hunger. Let“ their loins bleſs. 
f ; * This, I ſuppoſe, is the meaning of that figurative 
Y : expreſſion uſed by the prophet Hgbatkut; who, ſpeak- 
g ing of the Chaldeans invading Juda, ſays, — Their fa- 
ces, or the incurſions they make, fall” ſup up, ball. 
? ſwallow greedily, ſhall devcur utterly, the inhabitants 


of the country, and their valuable effects; as the keen, 
coiroding blaſts of the Fa/ff-wind deſtioy every. gieen 
thing in, the field. Hab. i. 9. 


* 
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« you,” for comfortable cloathing. Reſtore them 

with medicine; regale them with tood ; and baffle 

the raging year. 50, may you never know any of 

their diſtreſſes, but only by the hearing of the ear, 

the ſeeing of the eye, or the feclipg of a tender 

commiſeration !—Mz=thinks, the bitter bluſtering 

winds plead for the poor indigents. May they 

breathe pity into your breaſts, while they blow 

hardſhips into their huts. —Obſerve thoſe blue flames, 

and ruddy coals, in your chimney : quickened by 
the cold, they look more lively, and glow more 

ſtrongly. Silent, but ſcaſonable admonition to the 
gay circle, that chat and ſmile around them ! Thus, 

may your hearts, at ſuch a juncture of need, kindle 

into a peculiar benevolence ! Detain not your ſuper— 

fluous piles of wood. Let them haſten to the relief of 
the ſtarving family. Bid them expire in many a will- 

ing blaze, to mitigate the ſeverity of the ſeaſon, and 
cheer the bleak abodes of want. So thall they afcend, | 
mingled: with thankſgivings to Gop, and ardent 
prayers for your welfare; .—aſcend, more grateful to 
Heaven, than columns of the moſt coſtly incenſe, 


Now the winds. ceaſe. Having brought their 
load, they are diſmiſſed from ſervice. They have 
wafted an immenſe cargo of clouds, which empty 

themſelves in nu. At firſt, a few ſcattered ſhreds 
come wandering down the ſaddened ſky. This 
ſlight ſkirmiſh is ſucceeded by a general onſet. 
The flakes, large, and numerous, and thick waver- 
ing, deſcend. They dim the air, and haſten the | 
approach ol night. Through all the night, in ſoft- | 7 
eſt ſilence, and with a cootinual flow, this fleecy It © 
ſhower falls. In the morning, when we awake, what a 
ſurpr iſing change appears ?—Is-this the fame world! | 
Here is no diverfity of colour! I can hardly dif- 
tinguiſh the trees from the hills on which they grow, 
Which are the meadows, and. which the plains 2 
Where. 
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Where are the green paſtures, and where the fallow 
lands? | things lie blended in bright confuſion; 
ſo bright, that it heigbtens the ſplendor of day, and 
even dazzles the organs of fight.—The lawn is not 
ſo fair, as this ſnowy mantle, which inveſts the 
fields; and even the lily, was the lily to appear, 
wouid look tarniſhed in its prefence. I can think 
of but one thing, which excels or equals the gliner- 
ing robe of Winter. Is any perſon deſirous to know 
my meaning? He may find it explained in that ad- 
mirable bymn *, compoſed by the Royal pentitent. 
Is any deſirous to poſſeſs this matchleſs ornament ? 
He will find it offered to his acceptance in every 
page of the goſpel. 

See! (for the eye cannot ſatisfy itſelf without 
viewing again and again the curious, the delicate 
ſcene) fee! how the hedges are habited, like ſpot- 
leſs veſtals. The houſes are roofed with uniformi- 
ty and luſtre, The meadows are covered with a 
carpet of the fineſt ermine +. The groves bow be- 
neath the lovely burden? and all, all below, is one 
wide, immenſe, ſhining waſte of white.—By deep 
ſnows, and heavy rains, God /-aleth up the hand 
of every man, And for this purpoſe, adds our ſacred 
philoſopher, that all men may know his work . He 
confines them within their doors, and puts a ſto» 
to their ſecular buſineſs ; that they may conſider 
the things which belong to their ſpiritual welfare 
that, having a vacation from their ordinary employ, 


* Cay any thing be whiter than the ſnow ? Yes, ſaith 
David; if God be pleaſed to waſh me from my fins in 
the blood of Cx IST, I fall be even whiter than ſnow, 
Paal. ü. 7. See pag. 111. 112. 

This animal] is milk-white. As for thoſe Such ſpots, 
which we generally lee, in liaings of er nine, they are 
added by the furiier, in order to diverify the appear- 
y ance, or heighten the beauty, of ihe native colour. 
Job xxxvii. 7. 


they 
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they may obſerve the works of his power, and be- 
come acquainted with the myſteries of his grace, 
And worthy, worthy of all obſer vation, are the 
works of the great Creator, They are prodigiouſly 
various, and perfectly amazing. How pliant and duc- 
tile is nature under his forming hand . Ar his com- 
mand, the ſelf-ſame ſubſtance aſſumes the moſt dif- 
ferent ſhapes, and is transformed into an endleſs 
multiplicity of figures. If HE ordains, the water 
is moulded into bail, and diſcharged upon the earth 
like a volley of ſhot; or, it is conſolidated into ice, 
and defends the rivers, ** as it were with a breaſt- 
„% plate.” At the bare intimation of his will, the 
very ſame element is ſcattered in hoar-froſt, like a 
ſprinkling of the moſt attenuated aſhes ; or is ſpread 
over the ſurface of the ground, in theſe couches of 
ſwelling and faky down. 6:0 
The ſnow, however it may carry the appearance 
of cold, affords a warm garment for the corn ; 
| ſereens it from nipping froſts, and cheriſhes its in- 
fant growth. It will abide for a while, to exert a 
protecting care, and exerciſe a foſtering influence, 
Then, touched by the ſun, or thawed dy a ſoften- 
ing gale, the furry veſture melts into genial moi- 
ſture ; ſinks deeps into the ſoil, and faturates its 
pores with the diſſolving nitre; repleniſhing the 
glebe with thoſe principles of vegetative life, which 
will open into the bloom of Spring, and ripen into 
the fruits of Autumn. — Beautiful emblem this, 
and comfortable repreientation of the divine word, 
both in the ſucceisful and advantageous iſſue of 
ns operations! A the rain cometh down, and the 
ſnow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but 
watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and 
bud, that it may give ſeed to the her, and bread to 
the eater : ſo ſhall my word be, that goeth forth out 
of my mouth : it ſhall nat return unto me void, but 


ſhall 
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Tall accompliſh that which I pleaſe, and it ſhall pro- 
{per in the thing whereunto I ſent it *, 

Nature, art length, puts off her lucid veil. She 
drops it in a trickling thaw, The looſened ſnow 
rolls in ſheets from the houſes, Various openings 
ſpot the hills; which, even while we look, become 
larger, and more numerous. The trees rid them- 
ſelves, by degrees, of the hoary incumbrance, 
Shook from the ſpringing boughs, part falls heavy 
to the ground, part flies abroad in ſhining atoms. 
Our fields and gardens, lately buried beneath the 
drifted heaps, riſe plain and diſtinct to view. Since 
we fee nature once again, has ſhe no verdant traces, 
no beautiful features, left? They are, like real 
friends, very rare; and therefore the more parti- 
cularly to be regarded, the more highly to be va- 
lued.— Here and there the Holly hangs out her 
glowing berries; the Lauguſtinus ſpreads her grace- 
ful tufts; and both, under a covert of kf 15 
foliage.—The plain, but hardy Ivy clothes the de- 
crepit, crazy wall; nor ſhii:ks from the friendly 
office, though the ſkies frown, and the ſtorm roars, 
—The Laurel, firm, erect, and bold, expands its 
leaf of vivid green. In ſpite of the united, the re- 
peated attacks of wind, and rain, and froſt, it pre- 
lerves an undiſmayed lively look; and maintains 
its poſt, while withering millions fall around, Wor- 
thy, by vanquiſhing the rugged force of winter, 
worthy to adorn the triumphant conqueror's brow. 
Nor muſt I forget the Bay-tree, which ſcorns to be 
a mean penſtoner on a few tranſient ſunny gleams, 
or, with a ſervile obſequiouſneſs, to vary its appear- 
ance, in conformity to the changing ſeaſons : by ſuch 
indications of ſterling worth, and ſtaunch reſolution, 
xcading a lecture to the poet's genius, while it 
weaves the chaplet for his temples.— Theſe, and a 
few other plants, clad with native verdure, retain 


If ly. 10. 11, 


their 
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their comely aſpect, in the bleakeſt climes, and 


in the coldeſt months. : 
Such, and ſo durable, are the accompliſhments 
of a refined underſtanding, and an amiable temper. 


The tawdry ornamemts of dreſs, which catch the 


— 


unthinking vulgar, ſoon become inſipid and de- 
ſpicable. The rubied lip, and the roſy cheek, 
fade. Even the ſparkling wit *, as well as the 
ſparkling eye, pleaſe but for a moment. But the 
virtuous mind has charms, which ſurvive the decay 
of every inferior embelliſhment ; charms, which 
add to the fragrancy of the flower, the permanency 
of the ever- green. 


* « How little does God eſteem the things that men 
count great; the endowments of soit, and eloquence, 
that men admire in ſome! alas, how poor are they to 
him! He reſpecteth not any who are wiſe in heart; 
they are nothing, and leſs than nothing, in h's eyes. 
Even wi/e men admire, how little it is that men know; 
how imall a matter lies under the ſound of theſe popu- 
lar wonders, a learned man; a great ſcholar, a great 
*« ſtateſman. How much more doth the all-wiſe Gop 
«« meanly account of theſe! He often diſcovers, even to 
«« the world, their meanneſs. He D them. So va- 
* lour, or birth, or worldly greatneſs, theſe he gives, 
and gives as things he makes no great reckoning of, 
to ſuch as ſhall never ſee his face; and calls to the in- 
«© heritance of glory poor deſpiſed creatures, that- are 
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looked on as the oe /courings and refuſe of the world.“ 


— Thus, ſays an excellent author; who writes with 
the moſt amiable ſpirit of benevolence; with the moſt 
unaffected air of humility ; and, like the ſacred origi- 
nya from which he copies, with a majeſtic fimplicity 


+ of ſtyle.— Whoſe /ele? works I may venture to recom- 


* ſupplied me with the preceding quora;zon. 


% 


mend, not only as a treaſure, but as a mine of genuine, 


ſterling, evangelical piety.—See page 5 2c. of Archbiſhop 
Lzichrox's let works, the Edinburgh edition, octavo: 
which it is neceſſary to ſpecify, becauſe the London edition 
does not contain that part of his writings, which has 


Such 
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Such, likewiſe, is the happineſs of the ſincerely 
religious; like a tree, ſays the inſpired moraliſt, 
„ whoſe leaf ſhall not fall.“ He borrows not his 
peace from external circumſtances; but has a tund 
within, and is “ ſatisfied fram bimſelf *.“ Even 

though impoveriſhed by calamitous accidents, he 
is rich in the poſſi on of grace, and richer in the 
hope of glory His joys are infinitely fuperior to, 

as well as nobly independent on, the tranſitory glow 
of ſenſual delight, or the capricious favours of, 
what the world calls, Fortune, 


If the now compoſes the light- armed troops of 
the ſky, methinks ihe hail conſtitutes its heavy ar- 
tillery T. When driven by a vehement wind, with 
what dreadful impctuoſity does that ſtony ſhower 
fall! How it rebounds from the frozen ground, 
and rattles on the reſounding dome! It attenuates 
the rivers into ſmoke, or ſcourges them into foam. 

| It cruſhes the infant - flowers; cuts in pieces the 
gardener's early plants; and batters the feeble for- 


t tification of his glaſſes into ſhivers, It darts into 
the traveller's face : he turns, with haſte, from the 
x ſiroke ; or feels, on his cheek, for the guthing 
: blood. If he would retreat into the houſe, it fol- 
: lows him even thither ; and, like a determined e- 
5 nemy, that puſhes the purſuit, daſhes through the 
re crackling panes,—But the fierce attack is quickly o- 
4 ver. The clouds have ſoon ſpent their ſhafts; ſoon 
h unſtrung their bow. Happy for the inhabitants of 
ft the earth, that a ſally ſo dreadfully furious, ſhould 
1 | 

ty * Prov. xiv. 14. in 

m- He cafteth forth his ice like morſels. Pſal. cxlvii. 17. 


12, Which, in modern language, might be thus expr-ſſed: He 
op poureth his hail like a volley of ſhort. I he word Hr. 
vo: 1nadequately tranſlated mor/els, ailudes, I think, to tho.e 
fragments of the rock, or thoſe ne Rane, ſrom the 
brook, which, in the day of battle, the warriors hurled: 
from their flings. 
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be ſo remarkably ſbort / What elſe could endure 
the ſhock, or eſcape deſtruction? 


But, behold a bew, of no hoſtile. intention! a 

bow, painted in variegated colours, on the diſbur- 
ened cloud, How vaſt is the extent, how delicate 
the texture, of that ſhowery arch It compaſſeth the 
heavens, with a glorious circle; and teaches us to 
forget the horrors of the ſtorm, Elegant its form, 
and rich its tincture; but more delightful its ſacred 
ſigniſicancy. While the violet and the roſe bluſh 
in its beautiful aſpect ; the olive-branch ſmiles in its 
gracious import. It writes, in radiant dyes, what the 
angels ſung in harmonious ſtrains; “ peace on 
* carth, and good-will towards men.” It is the 
ſtamp of inſurance, for the continuance 3 ſeed - time, 
and harveſt; for the preſervation and ſecurity of the 
viſible world *. It is the comfortable token + of a 
better ſtate, and a happier kingdom; a kingdom 
where fin ſhall ceaſe, and miſery be aboliſhed ; where 
ſtorms ſhallbeat, and winter pierce no more ; but 
holineſs, happineſs, and joy, like one unbounded 
ſpring, for ever, ever bloom. 


Gen. ix. 12—.16, Rev. iv. 3. 
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More or leſs. illuſtrated in this Worx 


N. B. A. Dr Shaw, in his ſupplement to his excellent 
book of Travels, and ſeueral other authors of the greateſt 
eminence, have given an index of ſcriptures, occaſionall 
explained in their writings; 1 doubt not, but I ſhall oblige's % 
many of my readers, by what I here /ubjoin ; thoſe eſpe- — 2 
cCiaily, whoſe taſte is happily formed to reliſh the beauties - 
of the ſacred records. 
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0 E pub es of this edition FL leave 
fta obſerve, that as Mr HERvEY was 
in uſe to make conſiderable additions, alte- 


rationt, and corrections in the ſeveral edi- 


trons 'of his Meditations, as appears from 


ſeveral of bis letters; fo this impreſſion has 


been printed from an edition publiſhed in 
1758, the year in which the author died, 
compared with one printed at London in 
1764, with his laſt corrections and im- 


nt. "They have alſo examined moſt 


wo the copies printed of late years in Scot- 
land and Ireland, and find them all to have 
Been copied from an edation printed man 
EY s death; by 

many Vans 
notes, and very conſiderable additions aud 


| - improvenients both in diction and ſentiment. 


So that the edition now offered to the public, 
i the only correct, full, and genuine one 


Z ever printed in this ee and, as ſuch, 
= J 


_F merits their attention, = 
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